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Site may get homes and shops with restored club 



Report by Jamie Brassington 


AMBITIOUS plans to regen¬ 
erate a Sandwell neighbour¬ 
hood with new homes and 
shops have been revealed. 

The development has been ear¬ 
marked for land on the corner of a 
neighbourhood in Wednesbury, which 
is a target for fly-tipping. 

Under the proposals, the community’s social 
club would also be restored to its former glory. 

The plans were revealed by Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil. However a finalised draft still has to be put 
together. Council bosses said the new homes 
and shops are much needed in Friar Park, 
which is the area of Wednesbury where the 
shops and homes have been earmarked for. 

Councillor Paul Moore, Sandwell’s cabinet 
member for regeneration, said: “The propos¬ 
als - which are due to go the council’s cabinet 
in the coming months - are aimed at providing 
much-needed new homes and shops for people 
in Friar Park and we will be working closely 
with residents and business owners to make 
sure their views are taken on board when draw¬ 
ing up the proposals.” 

Welcome 

New shop units would replace existing build¬ 
ings under the proposals. The new development 
is earmarked for areas in Carrington Road and 
School Road. While the exact layout and details 
of the scheme are yet to be decided, the plans 
would include building bungalows on land 
that’s already been cleared of fly-tipping and 
fenced off in Friardale Close, which is close-by. 

The proposed scheme has been given a boost, 
as a new investor has also come on board to 
restore the social club to its former glory. 

Friar Park councillor Joy Edis said: “The site 
has been derelict for a number of years. The 
three councillors have been campaigning to get 
action taken. These plans are exciting for what 
is going to be there. 

“There is rubbish dumped at the site (in Car¬ 
rington Road and School Road) from time to 
time. The shops there are currently boarded 
up. I know there will be some new shops for 
the paper shop and flower shop to move into.” 

It is the latest development earmarked for 
Friar Park in Wednesbury. Network Rail has 
outlined controversial plans for a railway 
sleeper factory in the area. But the proposal 
has attracted strong opposition. 


Vanessa’s got the love bugg for classic show 



Purple reigned for one classic car fan, Vanessa Coleman from the Midland Bugg Club, in Great Barr, after she was one of thousands of petrolheads to 
flock to the National Exhibition Centre, for a classic car show. The weekend’s show brought together all aspects of four-wheeled classics. 

• More pictures - See page 3 


POLICE 

Appeal launched for 
witnesses to crash 

POLICE are continuing to appeal for wit¬ 
nesses following a fatal crash which took 
place between a motorbike and a taxi in 
Tipton. 

A 26-year-old motorcyclist was taken to 
hospital in a critical condition after the crash 
on Friday and died on Saturday. 

The crash occurred at around 9.40pm at 
the junction of Horseley Heath and Lower 
Church Lane. 

Sgt Alan Hands from Collision Investiga¬ 
tion Unit, said: “We are appealing for anyone 
who was in the area at the time who might 
have seen the collision to get in touch.” 

Anyone with information should call the 
non-emergency number 101. 

LEISURE 

Trust pitching in 
with cricket boost 

THOUSANDS of pounds have been in¬ 
vested into a project to revamp cricket 
pitches in Sandwell. The England and 
Wales Cricket Trust has funded £20,000 
towards the work, with Sandwell Council 
contributing nearly £7,000. 

Jubilee Park in Tipton, Bearmore Play¬ 
ing Fields in Cradley Heath and Lewisham 
Park in Smethwick will receive synthetic 
turf wickets under the plan. 

Cabinet member Councillor Paul Moore 
said: “These pitches are low maintenance, 
they’re a quality surface to play on and 
they’re going to benefit people who are 
new to the game.” 

CRIME 

Man used phone 
to record assaults 

A MAN has been jailed after videoing himself 
indecently assaulting a woman. 

Andric Ouinn, from West Bromwich, was 
sentenced to four and a half years behind 
bars at Wolverhampton Crown Court. The 
44-year-old had denied two serious sexual 
assaults but was found guilty after a trial. 

• Slept - Page 2 


INSIDE 


Birthday boy Kyri’s 
amazing kindness 
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Massive city office scheme takes shape 



The speculative development in the city 


NEW aerial images reveal the full 
extent of Three Snowhill in Bir¬ 
mingham - one of the biggest city 
centre office schemes to be built 
outside of London. Three Snowhill 
is the third and final office devel¬ 
opment on the city’s Snowhill es¬ 
tate in Birmingham. 

At 420,000 sq ft it is the largest 
ever speculative city centre office 
scheme built in the UK outside 
London built on a ‘speculative’ 
basis, without a tenant already 
waiting to take it on. 

The developers of the 17-storey 


£200 million building believe it 
will be the only new top grade of¬ 
fice space delivered ready for occu¬ 
pation in Birmingham city centre 
in 2019. 

Three Snowhill is being deliv¬ 
ered by M&G Real Estate and de¬ 
velopment partner Ballymore. 

Richard Probert, project director 
at Three Snowhill, said: “Already 
visible from around the city, Three 
Snowhill will be a dominant gate¬ 
way to the city’s office core from 
the M6. By the time the Snowhill 
estate is finished in 2019 we will 


have delivered lm sq ft of prime 
office space and more than three 
acres of new public realm. How¬ 
ever, I think our real legacy will 
have been our success in growing 
the prime city core to the north of 
the city and kick-starting the re¬ 
generation of the Snowhill area.” 

Aaron Pope, director and asset 
manager at M&G Real Estate, 
added: “Demand for high quality 
Grade A office space in Birming¬ 
ham is on the rise.” 

Joint letting agents for the 
building are JLL and Savills. 


Failing care home put 
in special measures 


A CARE home which cares for up 
to 44 elderly people has put into 
special measures after it was 
found to be failing in all areas by 
the regulator. 

Bush Rest Care Home in Bush 
Street, Wednesbury has been threat¬ 
ened with possible closure by the Care 
Quality Commission if no progress is 
made over the next six months. 

The service was found to be inadequate 
in areas of safety, effectiveness, responsive¬ 
ness and how the home is led. The area of 
care has been told it requires improvement. 
This follows the last inspection in Septem¬ 
ber 2016 when all five areas they inspected 
were rated as ‘requires improvement’. 

Residents were not protected from the 
risk of harm and inspectors identified seven 
breaches of the Health and Social Care Act 
2008 relating to safe care and treatment, 
staffing, person centred care, complaints, 
good governance, and failure to display. 

Appropriate action had not been taken 
to help people who had risks associated 
with weight loss. One person had sustained 
6.7kg of weight loss and no action had been 
taken to address this. 

Another person had been prescribed a 
sedative on a ‘when required’ basis but 
the medicine was being administered on a 
regular basis with no written evidence that 
the person required it and staff could not 
explain why it had been administered. 

It was identified that one person had 
been at risk of choking but no action had 
been taken to assess, record or monitor it 
to reduce risk the person. 

Staff had not received any specialist 
training when people had health condi¬ 
tions such as Parkinson’s disease and the 
manager said it was planned for 2018. In¬ 
spectors found three examples of members 
of staff moving in a way that caused an 
increase risk of injury during their inspec¬ 
tion, causing risk to the person and staff 
member. 

No one from the care home was available 
to comment. 



Jeff Astle, third left, helps hoist team-mate Clive Clark in the air as Albion celebrate winning the FA Cup Final in 1968 


A PLAY celebrating the life of West 
Brom legend Jeff Astle is being 
staged to coincide with the 50th 
anniversary of the Baggies famous 
FA Cup Final win in 1968. 

For The Love of The Game, The 
Jeff Astle Story will be put on at 
Birmingham’s Crescent Theatre in 
Brindleyplace in May with proceeds 
going to the Jeff Astle Foundation, 
set up by his daughter Dawn. 

The much-loved former number 
nine, who scored 174 goals in 361 
games for the club - including the 
winning goal at Wembley against 


Everton died aged 59 of brain dis¬ 
ease found in people with a history 
of head injury in 2002. 

It is believed to have been caused 
by repeatedly heading footballs. 
In 2015 Dawn set up a foundation 
in his name to raise awareness 
of brain injury in sport and offer 
support to those affected. She was 
contacted by professional director 
and playwright Mike Howl, from 
Smethwick, who offered to make 
a play documenting Jeff’s life. 
“He said he’d like to help with the 
foundation. He’s doing it all free of 


cost,” said Dawn. “The only thing 
mum said was that she didn’t want 
it to be a sad play. It’s his story and 
my dad was a joke-a-minute type of 
person.” 

The production covers Jeffs life 
from his early years growing up 
in Nottingham to his big move to 
West Brom, through to his death. 

The show runs from May 24 to 
27. Mike said: “It’s a tribute to Jeff, 
his life and his career.” Tickets are 
£16 for adults and £13 concessions, 
available on 0121 643 5858 or via 
crescent-theatre, co .uk 


Man filmed 
his assaults 
on woman 
as she slept 

A MAN who twice videoed himself inde¬ 
cently assaulting a woman was jailed for 
four and a half years. 

The victim was asleep at the time of 
the offences and knew nothing about 
them until she picked up the mobile 
phone of Andric Quinn by chance. 

She had intended to play the game 
Candy Crush but saw a video icon and 
opened it, said Mr Scott Coughtrie, pros¬ 
ecuting. He added: “When it played she 
saw herself being indecently assaulted. 
She later told police the images made 
her feel physically sick.” 

The 44-year-old defendant said they 
had been playing ‘sex games,’ a claim 
she vehemently denied during the trial 
which ended with the jury finding him 
guilty of both offences of serious sexual 
assault despite his denials. The video 
was deleted before the police investiga¬ 
tion was launched but an IT expert re¬ 
covered photos from the footage. 

Mr Simon Hanns, defending, said: “It 
was never intended that the video would 
be for public consumption.” 

The case took two-and-a-half years to 
complete because of the difficulty in find¬ 
ing court time for the trial to be heard. 

Quinn from Meadow Avenue, West 
Bromwich, was also put on the Sex Of¬ 
fenders Register for life. 

Audition time on 
way for big show 

YOUNG performers are being called on 
to apply to audition in an annual talent 
show. 

Sandwell Council are looking to re¬ 
cruit young musicians, dancers and en¬ 
tertainers to take part in their annual 
talent competition. 

The SHAPE Your Talent show will see 
two categories of those aged eight to 13 
and those aged between 14 to 19 in with 
a chance of bagging a £500 cash prize. 

Auditions are all set to take place be¬ 
tween May 9 to May 19 in venues across 
Sandwell and those selected by a judging 
panel will be entered into a public vote. 

Those securing the most votes will 
then perform at the finals taking place 
at the Sandwell College main campus 
in West Bromwich on June 29 - where 
winners will be chosen. 


Male voice choir is 
going underground 

A BLACK Country choir will be going 
underground again this summer. 

Cradley Heath Male Voice Choir is to 
perform an evening concert in the Sing¬ 
ing Cavern under Dudley on August 4. 

The boat taking the audience will de¬ 
part at 7pm. Tickets are £12 at www. 
dudley canaltrust. org. uk 


IORDANS SOLICITORS 



Friendly, efficient and price competitive 


Here at Jordans Solicitors we offer, Conveyancing 
both Residential and Commercial, Wdls and Probate, 
Powers of Attorney & Family Law... 

If the regular office hours 9.00am to 5.00pm Monday to Friday are not very 
convenient for you we can offer Thursday evening and Saturday morning 


I Summer Hill, Halesowen B63 3BU Tel: 0121 585 3900 
35 Payne Street, Blackheath, West Midlands B65 ODH Telephone: 0121 559 2922 


www.jordans-solicitors.co.uk 










































Jilted man 
jailed after 
he went on 
the rampage 

A MAN who refused to accept he had 
been jilted was jailed for 11 months 
after his poor behaviour. 

Michael Cobb went on the rampage 
outside the Meadow Walk, Cradley 
Heath home of his former girlfriend 
after she ended their brief relation¬ 
ship. The 25-year-old woke the young 
woman by shouting from at her from 
the back garden - also disturbing 
the neighbours - shortly before mid¬ 
night on January 29, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told. 

He also broke a window at the prop¬ 
erty, slashed two tyres on her parked 
car and smashed a bottle on the ve¬ 
hicle’s bonnet, explained Mr Paul 
Spratt, prosecuting. 

Police were called and found him 
hiding behind a shed in the garden, 
clutching a knife with an eight inch 
blade and threatening to kill himself. 

“He was either unable or unwilling 
to accept the relationship had ended, 
“ concluded Mr Spratt. This was ac¬ 
cepted by Mr Andrew Mitchinson, 
defending. 

Cobb, of no fixed address, who had 
29 previous convictions involving 51 
separate offences, admitted criminal 
damage and possession of a knife. 

He was sent to prison by Judge 
James Burbidge QC who told him: 
“The community in the Black Coun¬ 
try are very disturbed by the use of 
knives. I do not say this is any more 
prevalent than anywhere else but 
people are understandably concerned 
about people taking knives onto the 
streets.” 

The judge continued: “You have 
a considerable number of personal 
problems, one of which is that you are 
not able to cope with the ending of a 
relationship.” 

The defendant was banned from 
having any contact with his former 
girlfriend for five years. 

Fresh tall for 
foster carers 

FRESH appeals have been made for 
foster carers. A council chief met with 
social workers and staff at the Co- 
neygre Youth Arts Centre in Tipton 
during a coffee morning to call for 
Sandwell foster carers. 

Sandwell councillor Simon Hackett 
urged residents thinking about fos¬ 
tering to get in touch and described 
the work current carers carry out as 
‘vital’. Councillor Hackett said: “It 
is really important to offer our foster 
carers the chance to get together oc¬ 
casionally, without it being a meeting 
or training.’” 

Anyone interested in fostering with 
Sandwell Council can call 0800 358 
0899, or attend the meeting at Great 
Bridge Library in Tipton on Monday 
at 6.30pm. 


Wheelie great cars roll in to 



Sylvia Evans with her 1962 Fiat 500 
from Black Country Classic Car Club 


THOUSANDS of petrol heads 
flocked to the region see to check out 
and exhibit a huge selection of clas¬ 
sic cars over the weekend. 

Classed as one of the UK’s biggest 
classic car events, more than 25,000 
enthusiasts were at Birmingham’s 
NEC for the Practical Classics Clas¬ 
sic Car & Restoration Show. 

Taking place between Friday and 
Sunday, the show brought together 
all aspects of classic motoring - from 
barn finds discovered after many 
years of storage to pristine marques 
with gleaming brightwork and proud 
as punch owners. There was more 


than 1,000 classic vehicles on display 
in total and among those taking part 
were the Black Country Classic Car 
Club, which were showing off some 
of their hostin’ motors during the 
three day event. 

Member Sylvia Evans, was at show 
with her original Fiat 500, which she 
had shipped from Livorno in Italy 
two years ago.The 53-year-old, from 
Dudley, said the car had been very 
popular. “It’s just very pretty car so 
I think it does pull the crowds in. I 
just take it out for shows but it’s not 
really for driving, it just hasn’t got 
the power.” 


NEC ShOW 



A 1972 E Type Jag, David Cole and 
right owner Maurice Cole from Dudley 


We're not dreaming of 
a white Easter (again!) 


THE clocks may have signalled 
the beginning of British Summer 
Time but a bleak Easter week¬ 
end is forecast with snow on the 
way for some. 

The cold blast will be a stark reminder 
of five years ago, when Easter fell on the 
same weekend, and we saw a white blanket 
cover the area. 

2013 was the second coldest March in 
100 years, records showed. 

The mean temperature was 2.2C (36F) 
more than 3C colder than the long-term 
monthly average. It equalled the average 
temperature in March 1947 with only 
March 1962 colder at 1.9C (35F). 

In the Black Country temperatures 
plunged to as low as minus 12.5C (9F), and 
the snow caused Easter events across the 
county to be cancelled. 

Meanwhile Dudley Market Traders were 
unhappy about the amount of snow around 
the market stalls which they said was forc¬ 
ing some traders to go home. Many high 
streets as well as side roads were left cov¬ 
ered by the snow showers. 

Drifting 

From late March to early April in 2013 
the country suffered a prolonged spell of 
freezing temperatures with winds bringing 
in bitterly cold air from northern Europe 
and Siberia - just as the UK has experi¬ 
enced so far this year with the ‘Beast from 
the East’. 

Up to 20cm of snow fell, especially on 
higher ground, and there was significant 
drifting caused by the strong easterly wind. 
The snow remained on the ground until 
early April. White Eastertides have been 
recorded in 1998, 2008, and 2013. 

Though this time the Midlands looks set 
to escape the worst of the weather we can 
expect unsettled conditions, blustery and 
wet days with an unsettled bank holiday 
weekend. Meteorologist Martin Bowles 
warned: “We will get colder weather from 
Wednesday onwards, continuing over the 
Easter weekend.” 



Eros looks a little chilly in the snow on Coronation Gardens looking up to Dudley Castle 



? 


Wildlife in Brunswick Park, Wednesbury A snow scene along a country lane, near Wordsley 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Fair enough for 
toys of all types 

BRITAIN’S biggest toy fair will once 
again see collectors able to explore 
more than 500 stalls. Fans of models 
and film memorabilia will be able to 
get their hands on items from the 
likes of Star Wars, Doctors Who, 
Thunderbirds, James Bond amongst 
other hit films and shows. 

Those attending the fair at the NEC 
in Birminghan on April 29 will be able 
to pick up items prices between £1 and 
rarer collectables which can fetch sev¬ 
eral hundred pounds. 

Parking at the event is free - with 
tickets to the event, which are sold on 
the door, costing £7.50 for adults, £7 
for seniors and £2 for children. 

999 crews called 
out to hoax call 

EMERGENCY services were called 
to a suspected house fire only for it to 
turn out to be a hoax. 

Two fire engines, an ambulance and 
police arrived at the address in Brom- 
ford Lane, West Bromwich. 

It followed a 999 call with somebody 
reporting they could see smoke coming 
from a property in the street. Upon ar¬ 
rival, officers soon realised there was 
no house fire in the area. The incident 
unfolded at about 9.08am on Sunday. 

A tweet from Oldbury Fire Station, 
which attended, said: “These calls can 
risk the lives of others.” 

Thousands loin 
marchers in city 

THOUSANDS of protesters took 
to the streets of Birmingham for a 
march through the city centre. 

An estimated 5,000 people gath¬ 
ered in the city for the marches by 
the Football Lads Alliance and Demo¬ 
cratic Football Lads Alliance - as well 
as a counter-protest by Stand up to 
Racism. 

There was a significant police pres¬ 
ence on Saturday afternoon to keep 
the groups apart but no arrests. The 
two football groups declared their 
marches were organised against ter¬ 
rorism and extremism. 

Prezzo closure to see 
jobs lost in town 

THE Prezzo restaurant in New 
Square, West Bromwich, is to shut in 
April or May. It is one of 94 out of 300 
of the Italian-themed chain’s restau¬ 
rants that is to close with the loss of 
around 500 jobs after Prezzo agreed a 
restructuring plan. 

Prezzo boss Jon Hendry-Pickup 
said: “I would like to thank our credi¬ 
tors and landlords.” Staff will be made 
aware of the exact date for closure as 
soon as they have been confirmed. 
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G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 
£799 for V 6” 3” 

Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• All Gold Letters 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 


Celebrating 
25 years of service 


i 

sronniv/f * 


FACTORY SHOWROOM 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 
0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 



KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BEDROOMS 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


© Family business established over 28 years 
© Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
© FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

© NICEIC Registered electricians 
© Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


: 

The Home Improvement Specialist 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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COUNTY NEWS 

landlords put off 
by stamp fee bid 

THE change in stamp duty has put 
the majority of landlords off investing 
in further rental property, according 
to the Residential Landlords Associ¬ 
ation. 

It says the additional three per cent 
on buy-to-let homes has seen 69 per 
cent of landlords deterred from fresh 
investment. 

Jonathon Ivory, managing director 
of Atlas Residential, said: “Just as the 
UK needs more rental homes than 
ever before, the stamp duty change 
has significantly dented investors’ in¬ 
terest in providing those homes. 

“Thankfully, the build-to-rent sec¬ 
tor is growing rapidly.” 

Redrouv urges pay 
hike for trainees 

HOUSEBUILDER Redrow in the 
Midlands is calling for higher wages 
for apprentices and a complete re¬ 
think in the way they are taught Eng¬ 
lish and maths. 

The firm wants increased apprentice 
pay rates, saying that low wages are 
putting young people off schemes. In 
addition, Redrow’s new report Build¬ 
ing Better Apprenticeships found that 
one in 10 parents in the Midlands say 
loss of family benefits when their child 
starts is a problem. 

Also, maths and English tuition as 
part of an apprenticeship is “not fit for 
purpose” says Redrow, and is too theo¬ 
retical according to education experts. 

Cheers! As firms 
brew up bronze 

BREWERIES in Brownhills, Bewd- 
ley and Stone took bronze medals at 
an awards. Judging took place at the 
Beer X event in Liverpool. 

Backyard Brewhouse, Brownhills, 
was third in the cask premium bitter 
and pale ale category with its 4.45 
per cent Gold. Bewdley Brewery took 
bronze with 3.6 per cent Worcester¬ 
shire Way in the keg category and 
Stone’s Lymestone Brewery did the 
same with Cherry Stone, a 5.2 per 
cent beer, in the small pack section. 

Call first, message 
to people with bugs 

THE West Midlands branch of Public 
Health England is urging people to 
support their local NHS by calling be¬ 
fore visiting health services if they are 
ill with a stomach bug. 

The request comes after signifi¬ 
cantly higher levels of stomach bugs, 
including norovirus, have been re¬ 
corded in the region. Dr Helen Carter 
said: “People feeling unwell can call 
their GP or NHS111 for advice.” 


Clocking on with improvements 



The clock tower 


A £5,000 makeover to an 
106-year-old clock tower is now 
complete. 

The Grade II listed tower in 
Wednesbury, which is a popular 
meeting place, has received a 
total revamp. 

This has seen the inside of 
the historic clock tower - which 
was built in 1911 - thoroughly 
cleaned and its internal elec¬ 


trics fully serviced and updated. 
Councillor Pam Hughes, town 
lead for Wednesbury, said: “It’s 
fantastic to see this much-loved 
local landmark restored to its 
former glory.” 

The tower’s sandstone and 
brickwork exterior has been 
cleaned as well as the steps and 
limestone at the top of the clock, 
and its door revarnished. 


The clock mechanism has 
been serviced, clock speeds cor¬ 
rected and times reset. It fol¬ 
lowed complaints as in recent 
times the four clock faces have 
not all been synchronised. 

The outside of the clock has 
been fully cleaned, lighting cir¬ 
cuits have been rewired with 
new LED strip lighting installed 
behind the faces replacing the 


old halogen fittings which were 
in poor condition. This means 
the clock faces are now much 
brighter and clearer at night. 

The final phase of the resto¬ 
ration work has seen the globe 
stands remounted and repainted 
as they had started to rust and 
were looking worse for wear, 
and new white opaque lighting 
globes installed. 


Spellar's fury at move 
for passports contract 

By Pete Madeley 

JOHN Spellar, the Labour MP 
for Warley, is outraged that a 
French company is poised to 
win the contract to make the 
blue British passport. 

He says the decision shows the ‘elit¬ 
ist’ attitude that Whitehall has to¬ 
wards British industry and jobs. 

Mr Spellar said: “Britain’s new post- 
Brexit passports may not be made in 
Britain. The possible decision to award 
the contract for the new blue British 
passports to Franco-Dutch firm Ge- 
malto instead of North-Eastern Gate¬ 
shead-based De La Rue is disgraceful, 
outrageous and stupid. 

“Theresa May should perform yet 
another U-turn and intervene imme¬ 
diately to defend British industry and 
British workers, rather than selling 
what her Ministers have hyped-up as 
an iconic symbol of Britain leaving the 
EU to the lowest foreign bidder. 

“Ever since Britain voted to leave 
the EU, I have been pressing the Gov¬ 
ernment to do all it can to support our 
industry and our jobs - urging Govern¬ 
ment Departments to prioritise buying 
British and awarding contracts to Brit¬ 
ish-based firms. 

“In his reply to my question in 
Parliament, Business Secretary Greg 
Clark even claimed the Government 
‘changed the procurement guidelines 
so that local value can be taken into 
account’ - yet it seems the Govern¬ 
ment have now chosen to ignore the 
revisions to their own guidelines and 
cast British jobs aside. 

“For too long, Whitehall Civil Serv¬ 
ants and Ministers who have failed to 
get a grip of their departments have 
simply claimed that EU regulations 
stopped the Government from pri¬ 
oritising its own industries for Gov¬ 
ernment contracts. This was always 
nonsense - it is the exact kind of offi¬ 
cious drivel which pushed many people 
to vote to leave the EU.” 


Bombshell landmark restored at Corner 



Councillor Stuart Henley at Shell Corner with the new shell, decorated by 


IT has been a project years in the 
making to restore a landmark back 
to its neighbourhood. 

A bomb shell once stood in Shell 
Corner, Halesowen, which is how the 
area earned its original name. But it 
went missing five decades ago due to 
changes to the road layout. 

However now a new shell monu¬ 
ment has returned to Shell Corner 
in its rightful place. The project has 
been led by Halesowen North ward 


Councillor Stuart Henley. He says he 
faced numerous obstacles in getting 
the monument installed. 

The project began in May 2016 
when councillor Henley was given 
the shell by a bomb squadron in 
Essex. He was then helped by art 
students from Halesowen College 
who painted silhouettes of soldiers 
and roses on the shell. 

A planning application was needed 
for monument and Councillor Hen- 


students from Halesowen College 

ley said it narrowly got through. “It 
was a struggle to get to this stage,” 
he said. 

“The plans were passed before 
Dudley Council’s planning commit¬ 
tee but because it was being built on 
a public highway, it had to go before 
them again. 

“Every Labour councillor voted 
against the installation of the shell 
and it got pushed through by the 
committee chair.” 


Backing is 
signalled 
for phone 
campaign 

A BUSINESS group in the Black 
Country has thrown its support be¬ 
hind a nationwide campaign aiming 
to improve poor mobile phone signals. 

The Black Country Chamber of 
Commerce is supporting No More 
Not Spots, a project with the aim of 
banishing bad phone coverage where 
people live and work. 

Launched by the British Chambers 
of Commerce, the campaign hopes to 
bring together business communi¬ 
ties to work out solutions to improve 
coverage. Companies and individuals 
across the Black Country are being 
urged to get on board and report is¬ 
sues and not-spot areas. 

Poor signals hamper businesses, it 
has been found. A recent survey by 
the BCC of more than 1,400 compa¬ 
nies found that a fifth of firms say 
the UK mobile phone network does 
not meet their needs in accessing new 
and existing customers, suppliers and 
employees. 

Chief executive of the Black Coun¬ 
try Chamber, Corin Crane, said it was 
vital the local group got on board. 

He said: “Connectivity is becoming 
increasingly vital for businesses. 

“Based on feedback from our mem¬ 
bers, we have committed to making 
improvements to digital connectivity 
a focal point of our Transport and In¬ 
frastructure Campaign; a programme 
that aims to harness an environment 
that will enable businesses to thrive 
in an increasingly inter-connected 
world. As densely populated an area 
as the Black Country is, there remain 
many areas across the region with 
poor digital connectivity, hampering 
the growth prospects of the business 
community and the local economy.” 

Trust joins move 
to help workers 

A TRUST which runs leisure services 
in Sandwell has added its name to a 
charter aimed at helping workers who 
become terminally ill. 

Sandwell Leisure Trust is the lat¬ 
est company to sign up to the TUC’s 
Dying to Work Voluntary Charter, 
becoming the first leisure employer 
nationwide to do so. The trust, which 
runs nine leisure centres and a golf 
course in Sandwell, follows in the 
footsteps of companies such as Rolls- 
Royce, Royal Mail and the Co-op. 

The TUC says potential effects of 
losing your job following a terminal 
diagnosis include loss of financial se¬ 
curity, loss of stimulation, dignity and 
normality, undergoing a stressful HR 
procedure and possibly loss of death in 
service and life assurance payments to 
family members and loved ones. 
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Paedophile 
whoabused 
boy aged 8 
is locked up 

A PERVERT who groomed and 
abused a boy with learning difficul¬ 
ties has been jailed for nine years 
10 months. Kenneth Holmes was 
described as presenting a continuing 
danger to the public and given an ex¬ 
tended sentence meaning he will be 
monitored for two years two months 
longer than normal when freed. 

The 65-year-old was jailed for eight 
years in 2001 for rape and linked of¬ 
fences involving another boy with 
learning difficulties. 

Holmes struck again after ingratiat¬ 
ing himself with the family of an eight 
year old, who had similar problems to 
the earlier victim, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told. The paedo¬ 
phile gave the boy money and got him 
interested in his dog, explained Mr 
Andrew Baker, prosecuting. 

He also took the lad on days out 
with the permission of the victim’s 
unsuspecting parents. 

Then, one day the child was seri¬ 
ously sexually assaulted at the home 
of Holmes, the court heard. The 
boy was too embarrassed to tell his 
mother or father, finally revealing 
the truth to a social worker on May 
17 last year. Holmes denied the alle¬ 
gations at first, changing his plea to 
guilty on the day of trial. 

The defendant, from Harwood 
Street, West Bromwich, admitted sex¬ 
ually assaulting a male child under 
the age of 13 and causing or inciting 
a male child to engage in sexual ac¬ 
tivity. 

Tony lommi to 
give talk at hall 

BLACK Sabbath icon Tony lommi 
will give a talk in his hometown of 
Birmingham this summer. 

The guitar virtuoso, who was born 
in Handsworth, will speak at Bir¬ 
mingham Town Hall in an intimate 
evening for fans hosted by TV sports 
presenter Gary Newbon on June 23. 

Tony is not only a founding mem¬ 
ber of heavy metal idols Black Sab¬ 
bath, but also worked as the band’s 
primary composer. The 70-year-old 
star is also featured in the UK and US 
Rock ‘N’ Roll Halls Of Fame, is the 
owner of two Grammy Awards and his 
autobiography was a New York Times 
Bestseller. 

Tickets for the show, £25.50, go on 
sale tomorrow, Friday, at 10am. 


Star sees dragon 

WILDLIFE expert Chris Packham 
launched a new ‘dragon’s lair’ at Bir¬ 
mingham Wildlife Conservation Park 
in Edgbaston on Sunday. The TV pre¬ 
senter met its first resident, Pete, a 
Komodo dragon. 


Pupils make light work of week's project 



Zion and Joshua during the experiments 


PUPILS were lighting up their lives 
at an Oldbury school, when they took 
part in British Science Week. 

The youngsters from St James 
Church of England Primary School 
took part in a fun ComputerXplorers 
Programming for Primaries workshop 
where they lit up their classroom with 
mobile phone torches and fairy lights. 

Year 5 children programmed mi- 
crorbit micro computers to switch 
the torches and lights on and off as 
part of a session called ‘Light up Your 
World’. 

The free two-hour workshop was 


delivered by director of ComputerX¬ 
plorers Birmingham, Stephen Hall 
and designed to aligned with British 
Science Week’s core goals. Comput¬ 
erXplorers and BSW aim to provide 
entertaining and engaging activities 
that enhance children’s interest in 
science, technology, engineering and 
maths. The in-school workshop didn’t 
just teach skills it also encouraged the 
children to stretch their abilities and 
try something new. 

Stephen believes micro :bit is an ex¬ 
cellent tool for empowering primary 
school children to become ‘digital cre¬ 


ators’. He explained: “We all consume 
digital media every day, but there is 
still a misconception that program¬ 
ming and coding is only for technol¬ 
ogy specialists. 

“The micro:bit workshop proved 
that this isn’t true. The children had 
a great time, but more importantly, 
this fun experience of programming 
sets them on a path to engage posi¬ 
tively with technology throughout 
their education.” 

ComputerXplorers’ Programming 
for Primaries has been running for 
five years. 


Crash driver ruined the 
dreams of teen victim 


HE wanted to become a bricklay¬ 
er but that dream, and much more, 
was snatched from him by the dan¬ 
gerous driving of father-of-five Dan¬ 
ny Dale. 

Declan Osborne suffered life changing 
injuries when his moped was hit by a 
Honda Civic not far from his home. 

The victim, 16 at the time of the incident on 
January 30, 2016, received a broken leg, frac¬ 
tured jaw and eye socket, bruised lungs and a 
serious brain injury. 

The last of these has had the most devas¬ 
tating impact on the former pupil of Ormiston 
Forge Academy in Cradley Heath. 

Details were given to Wolverhampton Crown 
Court last week, as Dale, aged 26 and from 
Habberley Road, Blackheath, was jailed for 
five years following his conviction for causing 
serious injury by dangerous driving. 

Declan has been robbed of his sense of taste 
and smell together with his understanding of 
time and place. He also has problems with his 
balance and is incapable of independent living. 

He was turning right from Birmingham 
Road into Macmillan Road, Rowley Regis, 
when struck by the Honda. 

The motorist had lied to get insurance for 
another car but even that would not have cov¬ 
ered him when behind the wheel of the vehicle 
which belonged to the girlfriend of an acquaint¬ 
ance called Jonathan Mundle who let him take 
the Honda for a test drive. 

Mr Mundle, whom Dale falsely accused of 
causing the crash by pulling on the handbrake, 
warned the defendant to slow down as the car 
hurtled along at over twice the speed limit. 

Front seat passenger Mr Mundle told the 
court: “It was not safe to overtake on that 
stretch of road but he did. I first saw the moped 
rider when it was two car lengths in front of us. 

“I braced myself because I knew what was 
going to happen.” 

Pedestrian Steven Breakwell explained: 
“The car passed me at 65 to 70mph on the 
wrong side of the road. He braked heavily and 
hit the scooter. I saw the lad go up in the air 
and his helmet fly off.” 


Special gifts mark Kyri’s birthday 



Kyri Panesar from Halesowen hands over toys to Anna Pendlebury at Birmingham Children’s Hospital 


FOR most people a birthday 
means lots of lavish presents and 
a day dedicated to them. 

But for one Halesowen teenager 
it was about the selfless act of giv¬ 
ing to the sick and less fortunate. 

Kyri Panesar celebrated turn¬ 
ing 19 by donating £400 worth of 
toys to Birmingham Children’s 
hospital. 

The fashion student asked 
friends and family to make dona¬ 
tions to his appeal for toys - with 


an online post seeing strangers 
from as far as London contribut¬ 
ing. 

Mother Flora, 40, said: “Kyri 
decided that rather than have 
regular presents and money for 
his birthday he wanted to ask 
everybody for cash to buy toys so 
he could give them to the hospital. 

“He just feels really fortu¬ 
nate and he is just grateful for 
everything he has been given. I 
am really proud.” 


Mr Panesar, who works part- 
time at Designer Exchange in 
Birmingham, bought 80 toys from 
Smyths in Oldbury. 

The Birmingham City Univer¬ 
sity fashion, business and pro¬ 
motion student gave away Lego, 
dolls, colouring books, card and 
board games. 

He said: “It’s a sad time for 
children being in hospital and I 
thought why not just ask people 
to make a toy donation?” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Festival's return 
to mark heritage 

A FESTIVAL which celebrates Bir¬ 
mingham’s heritage will return for a 
fourth year after securing funding. 

Birmingham Heritage Week is re¬ 
turning this year after sponsorship 
from The University of Birmingham, 
Historic England, Colmore BID and 
the Greater Birmingham Chambers 
of Commerce. 

Events range from exhibitions and 
tours, to open days and concerts. The 
festival will run from September 6 to 
16. Alex Nicholson-Evans, commer¬ 
cial director, said: “We are delighted 
that organisations across the city have 
come together to ensure the continua¬ 
tion of Birmingham Heritage Week.” 

Thieves raided 
parked up lorry 

A LORRY was raided by thieves while 
it was left parked up overnight. 

Police are investigating the theft 
from a HGV that was in Longmore 
Avenue, in Bentley, on March 15. 
Reports suggest more than £70,000 
worth of equipment was stolen from 
the trailer. The driver also woke up 
feeling dizzy and sick, fearing he had 
been gassed, following the raid. 

Officers have conducted CCTV en¬ 
quiries and investigations remain 
on-going. Anyone with information 
is asked to call police on 101, quoting 
incident 20WS/58590T/18. 

Volunteers needed 
for wildlife survey 

WILDLIFE charity People’s Trust for 
Endangered Species (PTES) is call¬ 
ing for volunteers to take part in its 
annual Living with Mammals survey, 
from this week onwards. 

People are being asked to survey 
a garden or local green space once a 
week until Sunday, June 24 and re¬ 
cord the wild mammals they see. 

Volunteers can submit their find¬ 
ings online at www.ptes.org/lwm, 
which is also home to a guide on how 
to spot mammals. 

To take part, register online at 
www.ptes. org/lwm 

Demolition plan for 
buildings lodged 

PLANS have been put forward to de¬ 
molish a set of run-down buildings in 
Wolverhampton and create a block of 
10 apartments in its place. 

But the proposals for Holme Cot¬ 
tage and The Cottage in Bee Lane 
have caused concerns over parking 
amongst neighbours. They say the 
idea to create only 11 parking spaces 
for 10 apartments will force the occu¬ 
piers to park inappropriately on nar¬ 
row residential roads. 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


Curtain up 
on many 
more years 
of misery 

WALKING through Dudley at the week¬ 
end, doing the weekly search for the 
shops, it struck me. Wandering between 
Dudley College Evolve, Dudley College 
Aspire, Dudley College Broadway Cam¬ 
pus, and Dudley College Sixth, I realised: 
what this town really needs is another 
college campus. 

Actually, that’s not strictly true. In that 
it’s not true at all. But it does seem to be 
the thought process of the leader of Dud¬ 
ley Council, who a few weeks ago spoke 
of “some exciting plans” for the town’s 
disused Hippodrome theatre. 

The exciting plans, it turns out, involve 
asking Dudley College if it would like to 
knock down the Hippodrome and build a 
college building on the site, ending “years 
of misery”. Which is interesting, because 
when the council bought the theatre eight 
years ago, it said it was part of a compre¬ 
hensive regeneration scheme to “create 
a leisure and tourism hub”. Nothing was 
said about “years of misery.” 

Seriously, though, what would actu¬ 
ally be less exciting than another col¬ 
lege building in the town? A national 
paint-drying exhibition? An audience with 
Karren Brady? A couple of hours listening 
to Wolves supporters droning on about 
their Champions League ambitions? 

Councillor Patrick Harley says the 
college has been at the forefront of the 
town’s regeneration, and it has spent 
a lot of money on new buildings, many 
of them very nice. But does filling prime 
development sites with buildings most of 
us will never set foot in really constitute 
“regeneration”? Yes it will bring students 
into town, which is great for Greggs and 
Costa. But students, by definition, tend to 
have low disposable incomes. A strange 
way of reviving a struggling high street. 

Now, I’m sorry if I keep banging on 
about this, and perhaps it is time to take 
up stamp collecting or something. But it 
is hard to think how successive councils, 
of both colours, could have handled this 
worse. 

First, the “years of misery” were 
brought on entirely by the council using 
taxpayers’ money to buy a building it had 
no real plans for. Then it misjudged the 
public mood, assuming it could be quietly 
demolished without fuss. It then attempt¬ 
ed to quell the inevitable backlash with a 
string of uninspiring plans. And when a 
private company wanted to invest £8 mil¬ 
lion in the theatre, it dithered about car 
parking. Now the council has run out of 
patience. 

Realistically, we can’t expect councils 
to pour millions into renovating old the¬ 
atres. But if this is the best it can come 
up with, then I suspect there will be many 
more years of misery to come. 


If fee was agreed for tennis TV work stop complaining 



Christopher Eccleston - now does not 
refer to his time on Doctor Who 


Martina Navratilova - not happy that she 
was paid less than John McEnroe 


Boris Johnson - was this just a sudden 
case of Biggies Syndrome 



Serving up moans 
over pay equality 


ARE you beginning to suffer from equality over¬ 
load? Me, too. Martina Navratilova complains 
that she was paid “only” £15,000 for her stint 
as a commentator at Wimbledon while John 
McEnroe got “at least £150,000.” Really? So 
flippin’ what? Is it worth pointing out that, at the 
peak of their game, both of these tennis stars 
were paid much, much more than the ball boys? 
In spats like this involving the super-rich there’s 
only one question that should be asked: Were 
you paid the sum that you or your agent negoti¬ 
ated and agreed to accept? If the answer is yes, 
stop wasting our time. 

IF tennis throws up pay anomalies, God help 
us if the equality police get to work on Glaston¬ 
bury. I strongly suspect that performers at mu¬ 
sic festivals are paid not by gender, age or race 
but solely on the basis of their market value. 

AND while we’re at it, has anyone noticed that 
the winner in Olympic sports gets a gold medal 
but the runner-up only gets silver and number 
three gets bronze? How long can this scandal 
go on? 

I WAS rather hoping the Cambridge Analytica 
data scandal was going to fade away before I 
had to pretend I understood it. 

BUT basically it’s about the harvesting, sell¬ 
ing and misuse of billions of items of personal 
information about millions of Facebook users. 
Yet surely it only qualifies as a genuine scandal 
if those people are scandalised. Are they? 

IF you remember the Cold War and George 
Orwell’s novel Nineteen Eighty-four, you belong 
to a generation which grew up cherishing pri¬ 
vacy and living in fear of Big Brother. But to- 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


day millions of people seem not only willing but 
eager to blab every detail of their own lives on 
social media. Secrets tortured out of Winston 
Smith in Room 101 are today freely volunteered. 
Some folk seem perfectly relaxed about their in¬ 
formation being bought and sold, so long as it 
gets them a fleeting moment of fame or makes 
buying things on eBay a nano-second quicker. 
Middle-aged liberal hacks and crusty politicians 
may queue up to express outrage at this cy¬ 
ber-scandal but how many kids give a damn? 

A TIME Lord has become a non-person. 
There is clearly no love lost between Christo¬ 
pher Eccleston and the BBC whom he accuses 
of putting him on a blacklist after he left Doctor 
Who. Starring as Macbeth at Stratford (and do¬ 
ing a brilliant job), the actor’s attitude to Auntie 
Beeb is seen in the production’s programme 
where artists list the film, theatre and TV work of 
which they are most proud. Eccleston’s lengthy 
CV does not even mention Doctor Who. 

A GUICK-build bridge collapsed in Florida, 
killing six people. Councils all over the States 
are waiting to find out why. As one official in 
Wisconsin put it: “We want to ... . see if any of 
the lessons learned would be applicable here.” 
Bridges have been with us since the first cave¬ 
man laid a tree across a stream a million years 
ago. The problem is not discovering new les¬ 
sons. It’s remembering old ones. 

YEARS from now historians will wonder how a 


British foreign secretary made the quantum leap 
from a few traces of nerve agent in Salisbury to 
personally blaming the Russian president. And 
then they will examine the footage more close¬ 
ly and notice that Boris Johnson was speaking 
at the Battle of Britain Bunker museum in Ux¬ 
bridge, standing right in front of the most iconic 
warplane of all time. Boris may have been suf¬ 
fering from a sudden case of Biggies Syndrome, 
an irrational stirring of the blood caused by 
close exposure to a Supermarine Spitfire. 

BIGGLES Syndrome can be serious. At about 
the same time as Boris was going off-script, I 
watched a 1944 DC-3 Dakota transport plane 
fly over in black-and-white D-Day livery. I had a 
sudden impulse to invade Normandy. 

NEVER let it be said that, when it comes to 
punishing the ungodly, readers lack inven¬ 
tiveness. After a court report on a particularly 
unpleasant attack on two pensioners, here’s 
one online suggestion of what to do with the 
defendant: “He should have all of his skin re¬ 
moved with acid and a sanding machine, every 
bone broken with a sledgehammer, every joint 
destroyed with a power drill, every append¬ 
age amputated with garden shears. Only then 
should he be put out of his misery, by being fed 
to a swarm of rats.” Put him out of his misery? 
What bleeding-heart, kid-glove liberal nonsense 
is this? No wonder we lost the Empire. 

FAREWELL, winter, and with it the annual 
debate about what to call the pain when you 
put frozen hands in warm water after a snow¬ 
ball fight. A friend suggests ‘finger cramps’ but 
at Chateau Rhodes we are sticking with ‘hot 
aches’. Suggestions welcome (apart from the 
obvious one that I ought to get out more). 


TALXjNGPOIN^^ 

Firms can 
do more to 
build their 
reputation 

Regular Talking Point readers may re¬ 
call I previously mentioned a parking fine 
I received for overstaying my welcome. I 
suggested common sense would hope¬ 
fully prevail and that the fine may be 
waived on appeal. It wasn’t. So, accept 
it, move on, live and learn. 

Now another parking matter has led me 
to think about big firms, how they treat 
their customers and how word of mouth 
can enhance - or ruin - a reputation. 

My issue this time relates to a car park 
in Wolverhampton. A number of us travel 
in together and use a particular car park 
near the city centre. To obtain a ticket, the 
last three letters of the car’s registration 
must be inputted. 

The car park is reasonably priced at 
just £2.40 per day. We know its aim is to 
make as much profit as possible. Howev¬ 
er, while the company is happy enough 
to collect one’s money, it is not quite so 
keen to pay it back, it would seem. 

One morning, after paying our fee, we 
realised only the last two letters of the 
registration had been keyed in. So, fear¬ 
ing this would be noted and action taken, 
we bought another ticket. This time with 
the correct three letters. 

I rang the company to explain this and 
was told that if I emailed a brief descrip¬ 
tion with pictures of the tickets the mon¬ 
ey would be reimbursed. An automated 
email came back, to say the would be 
responded to as soon as possible. 

A week later, having still not heard an¬ 
ything back, I rang them. “The emails are 
usually picked up after seven days so 
contact us again in a week if you’ve heard 
nothing,” I was politely told. 

It was three weeks later before I got in 
touch again. Guess what? There was no 
record of my email ever being received. 

I was advised to resend the original 
email, it would go to the top of the pile 
and be dealt with. The result? Another 
automated reply, which probably means 
another seven days before it is even 
looked at. 

And all this for just £2.40. Is it worth it? 
Well, yes it is. It’s my money. How many 
others, for the sake of a paltry sum would 
think it’s not worth the hassle? How many 
extra £2.40s is that for the company? 

I could refuse to use the car park, or 
others owned by the firm, and tell oth¬ 
ers to do the same, reducing its income. 
There are alternative options after all. 

It’s in this way that reputations can be 
built or tarnished. Such actions discour¬ 
age clients, not attract them - and I be¬ 
lieve they should be brought to account 
on such matters. They make enough 
money as it is without holding on to cash 
that isn’t rightfully theirs. 

MARK SHIPP 
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May no poker player on international scene 


PRIME Minister Teresa May is no pok¬ 
er player is she? 

In ordering the expulsion of 23 
Russian diplomats over the Salisbury 
poisoning she has played her obvious 
hand. 

What on earth can that achieve? 

We have eastern European, Isis and 
other terrorists and criminals walking 
freely into and out of the country at 
will. 

How many times have we heard a 
known criminal has been found back in 
the UK after being deported, and those 
are the least intelligent ones, so what 


chance of keeping tabs on a highly in¬ 
telligent and well-trained diplomats. 

The poison used was smuggled in as 
freely as if it was heroin or cocaine, and 
let’s face it...since Mrs May became our 
leader she has slashed the number of 
border guards and security service per¬ 
sonnel by a quarter. 

She has decimated the secret service 
in terms of numbers and budgets as 
well as reducing the armed forces to its 
lowest levels ever. 

So Russia flexes her muscle and 
raises its nose in the air, without 
mass support from other nations and/ 


or NATO we will be laughed at, a bit 
like when Mrs May snarled that the 
Royal Family will not be attending this 
year’s World Cup tournament, oh dear 
messrs Harry and Wills may have to 
find another jolly to go on. 

So what now? 

Well surely dialogue direct with 
Putin is the best course, find out why, 
when and what for before we bump up 
the chances of a stand-off with a man 
who rarely moves. 

SHAUN HARRISON 

West Bromwich 


Stop axing 
our police 
stations 

ON March 5, 2018 the E&S 
reported West Midlands 
crime of all types was rock¬ 
eting and Sandwell was 
worst of all. 

A couple of weeks be¬ 
fore that, on February 16, 
David Jamieson - Police 
and Crime Commissioner - 
proposed shutting Oldbury, 
Tipton, Smethwick and 
Wednesbury police stations 
(amongst many others) leav¬ 
ing West Bromwich the only 
police station in the whole 
of Sandwell, apparently by 
public consultation. 

Well, regarding public 
consultation, I don’t remem¬ 
ber being asked if I actually 
wanted a Police and Crime 
Commissioner. Neither do I 
recall being asked to agree 
paying Mr Jamieson an an¬ 
nual salary of £100,000 plus 
expenses. 

But I am utterly certain I 
would remember telling him 
what he could do with his 
axe should he suggest shut¬ 
ting every police station in 
my locality. 

PAUL NIGHTINGALE 

Wednesbury 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as / 
soon as we can. 

The Chronicles adhere to the , 
Editors’ Code of Practice, which ' 
can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the accur¬ 
acy of a story, write to The Editor, 
Chronicles, 51-53 Queen Street, Wol¬ 
verhampton, WV1 1ES. 


Ipso, 


If we cannot reach a resolution contact 
Ipso at complaints@ipso.co.uk or by 
post at Ipso, c/o Gate House, 1 Farring- 
don Street, London, EC4M 7LG 


We're nothing but 
a milch cow for EU 

REGARDING our leaving of the EU, Mr Watts takes Mr 
Teecey to task for, in his opinion, misquoting Mr Church¬ 
ill’s famous House of Commons speech on May 11, 1953, 
when in fact he has got this wrong and needs to check his 
own facts. 

We don’t want to remain in the undemocratic EU, we 
don’t want to be bullied, we don’t want to be intimidated, 
we don’t want to be blackmailed, we don’t want to join an 
EU army, we don’t want an influx of economic migrants 
from the economically poor six east European states. 

At present we are a milch cow for the EU. All they want 
is our money and also to have their cake and eat it. They 
should not be allowed to cherry pick what they want. 

KEITH JONES 

Cradley Heath 


Nostalgia 
motive is 
nonsense 

HOW dare Vince Cable ac¬ 
cuse me of being a ‘white 
nostalgic’ because I voted to 
be out of the EU. 

This a man who was 
quick to jump into bed with 
the Tories, and lied to the 
university students about 
their loans. We keep talking 
about the customs union 
when the practicality of a 
hard border or soft border in 
Ireland is the responsibility 
of the EU not Britain. 

The figures not released 
as to cost of benefits in Brit¬ 
ain is a conservative £4bn a 
year paid to EU citizens, fig¬ 
ures hidden from us in the 
run up to the referendum. 
So once again the mythical 
economic gain from EU citi¬ 
zens from certain European 
states is fiction. 

Of course Vince being an 
ex-minister in a coalition 
government would have had 
these figures so not only is 
Vince a little bit complicit 
in keeping this information 
secret from the people he is 
also complicit in deception. 

ST VAUGHAN 
Yardley Wood 





4 Windows 

1 Composite Doors 
Porches 
• Patio Doors 
$ Conservatories 
• Window & Door 
Repairs 
GFascias/ 
Guttering 
• Building Work 
fl Misted-up Units 


Window Warehouse 
(Sandwell) Ltd 


d'L oaajj. fonMiwaiohm 


UomkApd WindowA 


@QAibwbk OooAA 


97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 


Established over 20 years 


window-warehouse.com windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm 


Tel: 0121 5442222 
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Bringing V^ tornor 

windows sPooj? 



Winter Sale Now^J 



Windows, Doors, 

Conservatory, 

B i Folds, Porches 
And More. 


CHOICES WINDOWS 

www.choiceswindows.co.uk 

100 Sedgley Road, Woodsetton, Dudley DY1 4LJ 

01902 884581 

Email: sales@choiceswindows.co.uk 



5 PIECE SET VANITY UNIT, 
SINK, TOILET & SOFT CLOSE 
SEAT, TOILET UNIT 


FULL BATHROOM SUITE 
BASIN, BATH, 
TOILET & SOFT 
CLOSE SEAT 


£ 199.00 



ON ALL FULLY 
INSTALLED 
KITCHENS & 
BATHROOMS * 


REPLACEMENT 
KITCHEN DOORS 

FROM £10.00* 


LESS ABLED 

BATH TO SHOWER 
CONVERSIONS 


1 



LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC’S 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 

Call now for your FREE SURVEY 

0121 505 1132 


www.interiadesigns.co.uk 
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Baggies seek financial 
support - despite profit 


ALBION have announced they must seek short-term finan¬ 
cial support despite making a record £39 million pre-tax 
profit last season in the Premier League. 

The club’s latest set of accounts reveal record-breaking figures for 
owner Guochuan Lai’s first year in charge at The Hawthorns. But that 
was followed by a £40m transfer splurge last summer, which has left 
the Baggies out of pocket and facing relegation. 


500 stalls at 
toy fair due 
at the NEC 

BRITAIN’S biggest toy fair will once 
again see collectors able to explore 
more than 500 stalls at the National 
Exhibition Centre, near Birmingham. 

Fans of models and film memora¬ 
bilia will be able to get their hands 
on items from the likes of Star Wars, 
Doctors Who, Thunderbirds, James 
Bond amongst other favourite hit 
films and shows. 

Those attending the fair at the 
NEC on April 29 will be able to pick 
up items prices between £1 and rarer 
collectibles which can fetch several 
hundred pounds. 

A second date will also see visitors 
able to return to the fair on Septem¬ 
ber 30. 

Parking at the event is free - with 
tickets to the event, which are sold on 
the door, costing £7.50 for adults, £7 
for seniors and £2 for children. 


For the first time in more than a 
decade, the club will now require an 
overdraft facility. 

Chief executive Mark Jenkins, who 
rejoined the club last month, said: “It 
is not a serious issue but it is some¬ 
thing the club has not needed for more 
than 10 years. It really just signifies 
the amount of investment that has 
gone on in the last year.” 

Jenkins, who rejoined the club last 
month, insisted the Baggies remain 
‘financially strong’and will not be 
forced to sell players should they drop 
into the Championship. The accounts, 
which document the Baggies finances 
up to June 30 last year, reveal record 
figures across the board, with turnover 
rising by nearly £40m to an all-time 
high of £138m. 

A bumper windfall from the Premier 
League’s new TV deal saw Albion re¬ 
cord a profit despite an increased 
wage bill. The Baggies also smashed 
their transfer record signing Nacer 
Chadli from Tottenham for £18m, yet 
still made a profit thanks to the £15m 
sale of Saido Berahino to Stoke. By the 
end of the financial year, the club had 
funds of nearly £40m. But that has 
now gone following a summer transfer 
window which saw Albion spend big 
fees on the likes of Oliver Burke, Ki- 
eran Gibbs and Jay Rodriguez. 

I Shock - See back page 



Peaky Blinders event at Gio’s, back left, Vicki Phipps, Giovanni Ranallo and front Ian Robbins 


AN Italian restaurant will be switch¬ 
ing on the style and turning back the 
clock for a Peaky Blinders-themed 
evening. Staff will be kitted out in 
wide trousers and waistcoats for the 
1920s extravaganza on April 8. 

The TV series about the Birming¬ 
ham-based gang quickly caught the 
public imagination after it was first 
broadcast in 2013 and next year will 
see the screening of the show’s fifth se¬ 
ries. Giovanni Ranallo, who runs Gio’s 


Italian in Walsall, will host the special 
evening, which has been organised by 
fellow traders Mindful Gifts in Dar- 
laston, which specialises in gift ideas 
and activities for people with demen¬ 
tia. The two businesses recently ran 
a successful Titanic-themed evening 
and are planning a programme of nos¬ 
talgic-style events over the next few 
months. 

Mr Ranallo, aged 49, who was 
brought up in Walsall but lived in Italy 


for 25 years, opened his restaurant in 
New Forest Road three years ago. He 
said: “We just want people to enjoy 
reminiscing and to have some fun. 
We’re encouraging everyone to dress 
up, not just the staff.” 

The meals will be traditional, with 
dishes such as faggots and peas, liver 
and bacon and Birmingham pea stew 
on the menu. Customers will eat off 
tin plates and drink out of enamel 
mugs. Around 40 places are available. 


Boris bikes 
choice of firm 
blasted by NIP 

AN MP has accused the West Mid¬ 
lands Mayor of failing to back British 
firms after it emerged the region’s 
new Boris bikes will be made in Ger¬ 
many. Leipzig-based company next- 
bike won the Transport for West Mid¬ 
lands (TfWM) contract to build 5,000 
cycles, which are due to be rolled out 
in Wolverhampton, Birmingham and 
Coventry from September. 

It means Midlands firm Pashley Cy¬ 
cles, which made bikes for the London 
scheme, has missed out. 

John Spellar, the Labour MP for 
Warley, has been a vocal critic of pub¬ 
lic bodies failing to but British, and 
recently hit out at the Home Office for 
awarding the contract for the UK’s 
new Brexit passports to a French com¬ 
pany. He said: “It is outrageous that 
while Transport for London is sourc¬ 
ing new bikes from Pashley Cycles in 
Stratford-on-Avon, the West Midlands 
Mayor didn’t pop down the Stratford 
Road but went all the way to Leipzig 
in Germany to buy his bikes. 

“Once again public authorities are 
using taxpayers money to back our 
foreign rivals rather than British In¬ 
dustry and British workers.” 

A TfWM spokesman said Pashley 
had aligned with a rival bidder whose 
offer did not involve the Swift travel 
card, which the region is using as part 
of the scheme. 

Charter backed 
by leisure trust 

A TRUST which runs leisure services 
in Sandwell has added its name to a 
charter aimed at helping workers who 
become terminally ill at work. 

Sandwell Leisure Trust is the lat¬ 
est company to sign up to the Dying 
to Work Voluntary Charter, becoming 
the first leisure employer nationwide 
to do so. 



LCulLxz Hit HUt Ei, 


pring and give RYDALE a ring... 


RYDALE 


Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways | 


valeting available. 


Windows,*D oors)Y 
.Oranqerie^Porcnes 
and Soffit 1 Board si 


Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 


on your guttering or windows | 
or conservatory totally FREE. 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


Supply only 
Available to 
the trade on all 
our products 


Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 


Good Friday 9-4pm Saturday 9-4pm 
Sunday- Closed Bank holiday Monday 10-4pm 
Tues Normal opening times resume 
















































Iris focuses on 
enjoying 100th 



Iris, with friends and family at Valley Court 

FAMILY and friends joined together to wish Cradley 
Heath’s Iris Cooper a very happy 100th birthday 

Iris, whose many interests have included sewing, cooking 
and singing in a choir, was treated to two parties for her 
special birthday. 

She grew up in Langley, later living in Halesowen and for 
many years in Hayseech, Cradley Heath, before moving to 
Valley Court in 2014. 

Iris enjoyed more than 60 years of marriage with her late 
husband Jim. 

She’s also been an active, long-standing member of Our 
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, and, during her secre¬ 
tarial career, was known for her expert shorthand skills. 

Niece Maureen Richards said: “Even at 100, Iris is a very 
strong lady, she dresses herself every morning for break¬ 
fast and is very independent. She remembers everything. 

“ Iris had a lovely birthday celebrating with family, 
friends and everyone at Valley Court, including Reverend 
Father Stephen Fawcett from the church.” 

Councillor Ann Shackleton, Sandwell Council’s cabinet 
member for adult social care, is an old friend too and at¬ 
tended the party. 

She said: “I have known Iris for nearly 30 years as a 
neighbour and a friend. 

“Her communication skills are excellent and we have 
some lively conversations. What a memory she has!” 


Judge says 
ISIS videos 
were 'call 
to arms' 


AN ISIS supporter claimed in court that jail¬ 
ing him for circulating the death cult’s prop¬ 
aganda on the internet violated his human 
right to express himself. 

Humza Ali, 21, from Birmingham, posted three 
videos - two of them showing sickening set-piece ex¬ 


ecutions - on a chat site. 

In December 2016, a 
Birmingham Crown Court 
jury convicted him of three 
counts of disseminating ter¬ 
rorist publications. 

His claims that he had 
only watched the opening 
minutes of one of the videos 
were disbelieved by jurors. 

One video showed six 
men being decapitated and 
the second showed another 
victim being shot in the 
head. The third was an ISIS 
‘recruitment video’ that glo¬ 
rified the death and ‘martyr¬ 
dom’ of a Canadian convert. 
But Ali argued his convic¬ 
tions breached his right to 
freedom of expression, en¬ 
shrined in Article 10 of the 
Human Rights Convention. 

At the Court of Appeal, 
in London, he denied that 
the videos were ‘terrorist 
publications’ or that he had 


By David Cosgrove 

encouraged others to sup¬ 
port ISIS. But Lord Justice 
Treacy said the propaganda 
videos were clearly ‘calls for 
others to take up arms’ and 
‘commit acts of terrorism’. 

The ban on such material 
was ‘clearly lawful, propor¬ 
tionate and necessary’. 

“We are unpersuaded 
that there was, as asserted, 
a failure adequately to take 
account of his Article 10 
rights,” the judge concluded. 

But Lord Justice Treacy 
said a pre-sentence report 
had described Ali as ‘a sub¬ 
stantial danger to members 
of the public’. 

Upholding the sentence, 
the judge added: “He had 
done his level best to pre¬ 
pare for travel and to get to 
Syria in order to fight.” 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Which?') Trusted 
Trader 
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Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f 



Latifs 


since 1956 


’DCmmeBilfeGfl 


’latifs) 


offers [available in store! 1 




PLAY - DOH 




FUSION PU - Double Bed in a Box 

Twist ‘n Squish Turtle with 2 Tubs 



Available Black & Brown 



Price comparison correct at time of printing. 



E3> 


Cristaline Natural 
Spring Water (24 x 500ml Bottles) 


BENROSS HALOGEN HEATER 1200W 



EASTER 

OPENING HOURS 


Good Friday: 9.30am - 6.00pm Easter Sunday: CLOSED 

Saturday 31st March: 9.30am - 6.00pm Bank Holiday Monday: 9.30am - 6.00pm 


BIRMINGHAM CITY CENTRE : New Canal Street, Digbeth B5 5PL | BILSTON WOLVERHAMPTON : Loxdale St, Wolverhampton WV14 OTP 


Mon-Wed 9.30am - 6pm • Thurs 9.30 - 8pm • Fri & Sat 9.30am - 6pm • Sun 11am - 5pm (Birmingham) • Sun 10am - 4pm (Bitston) 


0800 00 92 555 WWW.ldtifs.C0.uk fra)f3 LatifsUK 

No Membership Required. Open To The Public. All Prices Include VAT. Free parking for customers, whilst shopping in store. 
*Terms and conditions apply. See in store for details. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 
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STAR COLLECTION 


Make your home warmer, quieter and safer 



Market leading Stourbridge double glazing 
business Carera Windows has fitted more 
than half a million quality windows and doors 
over the past 28 years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide 
a level of customer service that is second 
to none. More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 
authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 


Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 
using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors, sliding 
patio doors, french double doors and porches. 


Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 


the business across the country. Carera prides 
itself on offering honest and professional expert 
advice, installing 100 per cent high quality 
products, sensible prices and outstanding 
customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 


aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 



,f your getting 
3 quotes make 
sure Carera is 
one of tkemUU 
Call us TODAY 
>3-384 442490 
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CARERA 


Top Quality a Kmcv, 

Products At Great Prices 
Yale Locking Systems 
Swish Window & Door Systems 
Payment On Completion 
Full 10 Year Guarantee 
No Deposit Required 


us NOW 


Make the right choice for your new windows, 
conservatories, orangeries and porches. 


Proud to have worked with 


Why not replace your existing conservatory roof and create a 
warm comfortable environment that you can use all year round 


Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, 
it has had the same owner since it opened 
in 1989. Call them now for your FREE 
no obligation quotations. Our visit takes 
approximately 20-30 minutes 

Visit our large beautiful 
showroom with all products on 
display for a warm welcome 


WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, 01384 442 490 


Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 


Yale 


FENSA 


Registered Company 
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Relative's asthma set 
Arvind on career path 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we focus on the qui¬ 
et heroes of the NHS, from a wide 
variety of backgrounds doing a wide 
variety of jobs. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust is one of the 
Black Country’s largest NHS organ¬ 
isations. It employs 7,500 people, 
many of whom live locally. 

This week we highlight: 

ARVIND RAJASEKARAN 

Consultant Respiratory Physician 


i 


INSPIRED to pursue a career 
in medicine after watching his 
grandfather suffer life-threat¬ 
ening asthma attacks - he is 
now one of the leading doc¬ 
tors in the country, caring for 
patients living with crippling 
respiratory conditions. 

Dr Arvind Rajasekaran, a con¬ 
sultant at Sandwell and West 
Birmingham Hospitals NHS 
(SWBH), knew he wanted to work 
in medicine as a young child grow¬ 
ing up in India. 

The 47-year-old recalled: “I was 
very close to my grandfather so I was 
able to see how asthma and COPD 
(Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Dis¬ 
ease) affected his daily life. There were 
some days that my grandfather could 
not walk or breathe properly. In those 
days, the understanding of the disease 
was very limited and the treatments 
available were not very effective. Be¬ 
cause of that early life experience, I 
wanted to be a respiratory specialist.” 

Arvind came to the UK to carry out 
his training and has been working for 
the NHS more than 20 years. He is the 
driving force for the Future Hospital 
Programme - a national project that 
aims to provide better respiratory care 
for patients in Sandwell and West Bir¬ 
mingham. 

Thanks to his leadership, the project 
has made a tremendous difference to 
patients and has been shortlisted for 
the Health Service Journal’s Value 
Awards in the Acute Redesign Service 
category- a national award scheme 
recognising excellent healthcare ser¬ 
vices across the country. 

“I have been fortunate to work 
in friendly teams and the patients 
I have treated have been wonderful 
and inspiring with the fortitude they 


demonstrate in their illness. One of 
the proudest moments in my career 
was when I first came to the Trust, 
I took responsibility for leading lung 
cancer services and helped the team to 
achieve one of the best performances 
in the whole region.” 

His priority is to ensure better care 
for patients, so it’s no surprise to learn 
that he is also working with national 
organisations, such as the Royal Col¬ 
lege of Physicians in the Quality Im¬ 
provement hub facility. He is also keen 
on education and training, focusing on 
training junior doctors and nurses. 

“They are vital to the NHS and 
training them is a rewarding job, espe¬ 
cially when you see how the training 
makes a difference to the care that pa¬ 
tients receive,” he explained. 

So where does he get the energy 
from to do so many things at the same 
time? He explained: “My main motiva¬ 
tion comes from patients. When I see 
how my work helps patients get bet¬ 
ter, a simple thank you from them is a 
great boost.” 

His next challenge is to ensure the 
Future Hospital Programme is rolled 
out more widely. He explained: “The 


principle of this project is that we work 
closely with GPs and our respiratory 
community team to ensure patients 
are diagnosed and treated in a timely 
manner, preventing their condition 
from progressing. I’m pleased to see 
that the patients who took part in this 
project had positive experiences with 
the service.” 

In his spare time, Dr Arvind Rajase¬ 
karan enjoys cycling holidays across 
Europe with his family. Sometimes, 
they can travel up to 600 miles by bike. 
He also joined Velo Birmingham - an 
annual cycling event and completed 
100 miles in a day, and represented the 
SWBH’s Your Trust Charity. 

So who inspires Dr Rajasekaran? 
“I take inspiration from many people 
that I work with, my colleagues who 
go the extraordinary lengths to pro¬ 
vide the best care, such as Dr Jawad 
Khan, consultant cardiologist, who I 
respect for his sincerity and humility, 
and healthcare assistant Eva Glescner, 
who lights up any place with her smile. 
But the rock that I lean on would be 
my wife, who has a difficult job of bal¬ 
ancing a busy professional life, sup¬ 
porting and providing for the family.” 



i / HILL TOP PHONES 

V ..-.. . 


DON'T DESPAIR, 
WE'LL REPAIR 


Under new ownership since 
January, Hill Top Phones prides 
itself on customer satisfaction and 
reliable service. 

Conveniently located on Hill Top 
with free and easy car parking. All 
phone repairs are carried out by 
our technicians that have had many 
years experience of repairing mobile 
phones and pride our business on 


keeping up to date with the latest 
technology and problems that occur. 

Every Part 

We stock every part for most 
phones, i-Pads, lap tops and tablets. 
So whether you have a cracked 
screen or a charging problem we can 
usually repair within the hour leaving 
you to carry on with your normal day. 


As well as repairs, Hill Top Phones 
buy and sell a huge range of new and 
used pay as you go phones. 

Accessories 

Also available is a wide selection 
of accessories including batteries, 
chargers and phone covers and 
cases. So make sure Hill Top Phones 
is your first stop for your mobile 
phone needs. 


EASTER WEEKEND 
7^ MASSIVE SELL-OFF! 

WOW...DON’T MISS THIS: THIS SATURDAY 10AM-5.30PM 

THIS THURSDAY 10AM-5.30PM EASTER SUNDAY CLOSED 
GOOD FRIDAY 10AM-5.30PM EASTER MONDAY 10AM-5.30PM 

HUNDREDS OF BEDS, MATTRESSES, SUITES, SOFAS, ARMCHAIRS & MUCH MUCH MORE - ALL DRASTICALLY REDUCED IN PRICE! 


nusl UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT (*bS5SH 


WINDERMERE CORNER SOFA IN JUMBO CORD & CHINELLE 
WAS £999 HALF PRICE!! SALE PRICE £499 



(ALSO AVAILABLE IN 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS PLUS ARMCHAIRS) 


DALLAS SOFA - TRADITIONAL DESIGN WITH BRASS & 
HARDWOOD FEET 



SALE 
PRICE 

£299 

(ARMCHAIR AVAILABLE TOO - LESS THAN HALF PRICE £179) 



NEWARK LARGE 3 SEATER SOFA IN LIGHT GREY OR 
DARK GREY , 

WAS £499 
HALF 
PRICE!! | 

SALE 
PRICE 

£249 !_ 

(OR 2 SEATER JUST £219. ARMCHAIRS ALSO AVAILABLE £129) 


PAIR OF SUMATRA LEATHER SOFAS IN ROSSO RED + 
STORAGE FOOT STOOL 


MADRID 3 SEATER AND 2 SEATER SOFAS WITH 
ATTRACTIVE SADDLE STITCH DESIGN 




CALYPSO SOFA IN 
BROWN OR BLACK 
AMAZING 


WAS £339 


HALF PRICE!! 


SALE PRICE 

£169.50 


BRISTOL KINGSIZE BEDFRAME 
COMPLETE WITH 
ORTHOPAEDIC 
MATTRESS 


HALF PRICE!! 


WAS £499 


SALE PRICE 

£249 


ROMANCE DOUBLE BEDFRAME 
IN CREAM COMPLETE WITH 
QUALITY DAMASK 
MATTRESS 
WAS £399 
HALF PRICE!! { 

SALE PRICE 

£199 



B 

F 

C 

■ FURNITURE FACTORY 

■ OUTLET STORE 


CRUSHED VELVET DOUBLE 
DIVAN BASE WITH MEMORY 
MASTER MATTRESS & 
CRYSTAL BUTT0NNED 
HEADBOARD 


WAS £499 

HALF PRICE!! 

SALE PRICE £249' 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 



HUNDREDS OF 
BEDFRAMES, DIVANS 
& MATTRESSES 
TO TAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MAH FROM £39 
DOUBLE MAH FROM £59 
KING MAH FROM £79 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 



HILLTOP 

PHONES 

Walk In 

Repair centre 


Other Services 


V* Wo Buy Si SoU N~w & Uoed 
Mobile Phono* 
v* Broken Dtaplay LCD 
t/ Software Problem 


HILLTOP 

PHONES 

99 Hill Toe Vlfev' firom«v>cli fi 70 OMU 


Tel: 0121 502 0004 


OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-5.30PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


PICTURES FOR 
GUIDANCE ONLY 
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You should 
be able 
to trust the 
ads you see. 

If an ad is wrong, 

the ASA is here to put it right. 


ASA.org.uk 



Advertising Standards Authority 


Pupils get to grips 
with litter in scheme 



Blackheath Primary School pupils during their litterpick as part of Sandwell Council’s Big Spring Clean 


SPRING is just around the 
corner and the Big Spring 
Clean, one of Sandwell’s 
most popular community 
campaigns, is back for 2018. 

Sandwell Council has again 
teamed up with its waste part¬ 
ner Serco and local charity Lit- 
terwatch to recruit volunteers to 
help make the borough a cleaner 
place. 

It is the campaign’s 12th succes¬ 
sive year and got under way on Fri¬ 
day March 16 at Blackheath Primary 


School with 65 children taking part in 
a litter pick. 

The campaign is expected to attract 
hundreds of volunteers to take part in 
litter picking and improvement events 
across the borough, engaging with 
local residents, community groups, 
faith groups, schools and businesses. 

Councillor David Hosell, Sandwell 
Council’s cabinet member for high¬ 
ways and environment, said: “The Big 
Spring Clean has become a bit of an 
institution in Sandwell. 

“The reason the campaign manages 
to successfully recruit volunteers each 
year is because people see the visible 


difference it makes to where they live, 
work and study. I want to thank every¬ 
one who gets involved.” 

John Mason, contract manager for 
Serco in Sandwell, said: “We are very 
pleased to be getting involved in such 
a positive campaign for another year. 
The campaign successfully brings peo¬ 
ple together and helps improve neigh¬ 
bourhoods. Sadly, the battle against 
litter is ongoing.” 

To get involved email your interest 
to bigspringclean @tiptonlitterwatch. 
org or call 0121 557 6970. 

More information at www.sandwell. 
gov.uk/bigspringclean 



Celebrate VE Day 

with Vera Lynn Tribute 

Departing Friday 4 May 

from Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Diana 

Her Fashion Story 

Departing Saturday 12 May 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at the Warner Corton Coastal 
Village, Lowestoft 

✓ Friday evening musical entertainment by The 
Mersey Legends 

✓ Vera Lynn tribute show on Saturday evening 

✓ Excursion to Norwich 


Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London 
hotel with dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Sunday admission ticket to Kensington Palace 
and gardens, including entrance to the ‘Diana: 
Her Fashion Story’ exhibition 

✓ Free time in central London 


3 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 149 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 139 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. 
Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


For more information ^ ^ 1 7 A A ET1 

or to book, please call: V/OOV/V IOU UO I 

or visit online at: omegabreaks.com/RT 


Quote OMRT 


if #ABTA 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 
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ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS 



1000'S OF CARPETS 
AND LAMINATES AT 


EASTER 

SALE 

NOWON 


UNBEATABLE PRICES! 


Qott feaAcjcUM, Not ’Jo tt J/li&£eet! 

Bleach Cleanable Twists from £2.99 per sq/yd 
Noble Saxony -10 Colours - £4.99 per sq/yd 
Abingdon Loving Touch - £5.99 per sq/yd 



Keywest lOOoz Saxony - £5.99 per sq/yd 
LESS THAN HALF PRICE! 


Balterio Click Flooring - only £3.99 per sq/m 

P - 






Abingdon 

iS ense 

tu’fl ( 0 *T nut 


STAIN MU t 

l4 - -•*•-*•* »*M- ^ 

0 

L*VE STORY 

EOkkICflOM 


balterio 


94 Capehill 
Smethwick 
B66 4SG 

0121 555 5427 

OPENING HOURS 

Mon-Sat: 9.00am - 6:00pm 
Sunday: 11.00am - 4:00pm 
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Express A Star 


DATING 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Here’s how to use your dating service ... 


your ad by text 


your advert call: R 

0844 381 5936 « 

get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT and sem 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


1 To Reply to members 
call: 

0906 500 3955 


ixt followed by your first name, date 
area and your advert (max 155 characters) 

Bj|imy FREE 5tandard Network rates apply. calls cost £1 55 per min p , us your 
phone company's access charge. 


I written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
I to leave contact details for replies. 


love it! 

To Reply 

by text: 

Text... REPLY26 (leave space) box number (leave 
space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get In touch... 
then send to 80098 Successfully received mes¬ 
sages cost £1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 
characters). You must exchange 7 messages each 
before you can swap contact details. Messages 
may be moderated for your safety and security. 



Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies on: 


0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 r _. ... 
your phone company': 




THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


DATE LOCALLY 



Drop in to see who 

is free for a date! 


Members in the cafe now 
waiting to chat to you! 


CAFE m 89990 


Texts to 89990 cost £1.50 per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by JMediaUK Ltd RH16 3EG If you need 
ucip „ii ... 71 an .... _ _. 






Single Women 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


ATTRACTIVE young 39yr old 
female, down to earth, looking for 
male to enjoy good times in and out. 
Smoker. Text only replies. Box no: 
6194912 i 

JULIE, 49yrs, recently divorced, 
own house car etc. Seeks discreet 
man for daytime meetings while the 
kids are at school. Week days only. 
I will reply to all texts. Text Only. 
Box:41368241 

54YR old female seeks male, similar 
age, for friendship, possible LTR. 

Text only replies. Box no: 
6137012 I 

TABITHA, Jamaican princess! 
42yrs, large curvy figure, fabulous 
sense of humour and very open 
minded to fun. Hoping to chat to 
anyone with GSOH. Looks/age/sta¬ 
tus unimportant. Text Only. Box: 
41166071 

FEMALE, 50, divorced, looking for 
friendship maybe more. I am slim 
build, brown eyes, short brown hair. 

Text only replies. Box no: 
5657271 ft 

YAZ, Asian lady, 32yrs, very slim 
and pretty. Hoping to meet a strong 
minded, dominant, resourceful man. 
Mature please 45+ Text Only. Box: 
4177148 $ 

MAUREEN, 41yrs seeks discreet 
daytime meetings with gent. Call to 
hear more pis. I’m a genuine lady 
and will reply to all calls. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 430641 
SOPHIE, 46yrs, attractive profes¬ 
sional lady with time on her hands. 
Hoping to meet a nice gent of any 
age, text fun, flirt, possible meeting. 
Text Only. Box: 4126579 ft 
PAT, 70 year old lady, dark blonde 
hair, 5ft4, lives in the West Midlands, 
likes reading, meals out and walking, 
WLTM a N/S gentleman for days out 
and friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 430499 
SARAH black lady, works as a 
nurse. 48yrs young, hoping to meet 
a younger man for some fun. Let me 
be your couger and dress me up in 
my uniform. Text Only. Box: 
4166063ft 

SYLVIA, 44yrs, Curvy busty lady 
with cute face. Naughty and open 
minded. Call to hear more, it easier 
to chat. Or you can text me if that’s 
easier. You can be any age, just 
ready to chat. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 430563 ft 
MELANIE, attractive lady, 38yrs, 
hoping to meet a nice chap, any 
age, for chats, non complicated 
times. Must have great soh, looks 
unimportant. Text Only. Box: 
4037147ft 

JEAN, attractive lady young 60s 
looking to meet younger man for 
special times. You won’t be disap¬ 
pointed if you call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 430561 ft 
HELEN, sophisticated, cultured 
lady, 30 something seeks mature 
man for life's pleasures. Discreet 
with no strings. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box 430171 

LINDA, 69yrs, divorcee with own 
home, solvent. Loves life to the full. 
WLTM male for companionship, 
adult relationship. Call or txt me. 
Lets chat. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 430559 ft 
GILLY, 39yrs, voluptuous sexy well 
groomed lady. Varied interests, 
loves mutual pampering. Looking to 
meet a man for mutual pleasures. 
Discretion assured & expected. Call 
me. Tel: 0906 515 3027 Box: 
430249 


VALERIE, caring lady 70s GSOH 
hoping to meet a kind gent for out¬ 
ings, companionship, perhaps more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
430557 ft 

KAREN 41yrs, long legged blonde 
lady seeks no strings fun with chap 
of any age. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3023 Box: 430251 
MY name is Sally, I’m a young 60yrs, 
attractive & blonde. I love going out 
to lunch, holidays, meals at home, 
the general things. Hoping to meet a 
nice gent 58+. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 430555 ft 
DISCREET sensual and loving lady 
seeks man 30+ for daytime fun in 
her home. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3019 
Box:429849 

ANNE Marie, 30yrs loving lady, 
loves life, socialising, everything 
really. Hoping to meet a respectful 
loving older gent. ACA Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 430553 ft 
MARRIED lady 39yrs wltm discreet 
gent for those intimate little extras. 
Tel: 0906 515 3007 Box: 429851 
HEATHER, shy sensitive brunette, 
36yrs, looking for an experienced 
older gent. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 430487 
ANNA, 53yrs, attractive blonde lady, 
with lovely curves. Seeking man 
any age for no strings discreet fun. 
Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box: 429721 
AMANDA, 36yrs, attractive lady. 
Solvent and well educated and spo¬ 
ken. Feminine figure with large 
breasts. Hoping to meet a broad¬ 
minded gent, any age for discreet 
relationship. I don't mind if you are 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 0906 
515 3035 Box: 429287 
JENNY, 60s, bright blonde lady, 
looking for someone to share a 
happy, loving future with. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 430395 ft 
ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks no strings 
casual fun. I have my own house, 
car and am solvent. I’m busty with a 
firm figure. You must be open mind¬ 
ed, age/status unimportant. Tel: 
0906 515 3015 Box: 427633 
ANGIE 45, active attractive female 
looking to enjoy fun times and week¬ 
ends away with available male who 
is also looking for good times. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
430349 ft 

HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can 
travel. Discretion assured. ACA. 
Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 426205 

MERRY Widow, young 70 yrs, lots of 
love to give to the right man. I’m very 
young looking, still blonde. Call me, 
lets chat/text, then if we click we can 
meet up. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 430411 ft 
SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks 
adventurous gent for casual rela¬ 
tionship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box 
425979 

BEAUTIFUL Black lady 43yrs. 
Hoping to meet a mature man for no 
strings regular fun, preferably day¬ 
time. Bernadette, sexy black lady. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
430409 ft 

CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict 
man to unleash her wilder side. 
Age/looks unimportant but no time 
wasters please. Tel: 0906 515 3043 
Box 426851 

ANNE, mature lady, attractive petite 
blonde. Very active and outgoing, 
still enjoying life. Hoping to meet a 
kindly gent 60+, preferably black or 
Asian for socialising and life’s pleas¬ 
ures. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 430407 ft 


ested in meeting a Asian male 30+ 
for no strings fun. Hoping to hear 
from you soon. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 430405 ft 
LINDA, 59yrs seeking no strings fun. 
Pis call and leave your number & I 
will call or txt you back. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 430403 ft 
JEAN, young 65yrs, attractive 
brunette, hoping to hear from gent 
60+. ACA/Text answered. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 430401 ft 
KIRSTEN 36, attractive, blonde and 
very bored, seeking open-minded 
discreet decent male for fun friend¬ 
ship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 430233 ft 

LYN 43, divorced very lonely single 
mum, young looking, slim, attractive, 
WLTM similar male for companion¬ 
ship. Age/looks/Status unimportant. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429909 ft 

LYNNE, attractive lady, 60s, seeking 
an interesting gentleman for socialis¬ 
ing, relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 430265 ft 

Single Men 

COLIN, 50, loving, caring, seeking 
loving, caring large cuddly lady 48- 
60 for LTR, love and romance. Must 
like cuddles, kisses, holding hands 
and hugs. Text only replies. Box 
no: 6154531 ft 

SUBMISSIVE male seeks dominant 
female for relationship. Text only 
replies. Box no: 6197317 ft 
MALE, 55yrs 5'10 medium (rugby 
player type) build, varied interests. 
Looking for slim/petite female 25+ 
for NSA/FWB. Text only replies. 
Box no:6194506 ft 
ENGLISH male, 44, young looking, 
homeowner, caring lonely guy, seeks 
Anita Rani look a like, Hindu, 30 to 
48. Text only replies. Box no: 
6192903ft 

MATURE gentleman WLT physically 
pamper you and put the smile back 
on your face. Text only replies. 
Mailbox: 4483589 ft 
VERY friendly slimish single chap, 
seeks naughty black or Asian lady 
for intimate meetings. Married or sin¬ 
gle. Discreet. Text only replies. Box 
no:4171804ft 

BORED male, 34yrs, looking for dis¬ 
creet no strings like-minded uncom¬ 
plicated female. Any age/looks/sin¬ 
gles. Text only replies. Box no: 
6195900ft 

SHAUN, ~50, honest, reliable, 

OHOC, employed, animal lover, likes 
walks in the country, meals out in 
country pubs, walking my dogs, 
looking for my soul mate. If you 
would like to know more get in touch. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
427497 


N/S, looking to meet lady similar 
age. Sandwell based. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 430597 
TONY, Poet, 68, 5ft 8ins tall, looks 
considerably younger than my age 
and would love to talk to you. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 430583 ft 
MARK, single, 6ft, blue eyes, dark 
hair, lots of interests, sport, music, 
cinema, long walks, eating out, look¬ 
ing to meet that special lady. If that 
sounds like you please get in touch! 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426461 ft 

MALE, mid 50s, N/S, semi retired, 
slim build, likes walking, holidays, 
occasional drinks, films, good chats, 
enjoys life, looking to meet a female, 
N/S, 50 plus, for friendship and 
going out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 429637 

Gay Singles 


Join our Gay online 
service FREE visit: 
localgaydate. co. uk 


Bl male, submissive, seeks elderly 
male for discreet meets. Can accom¬ 
modate. Text only to Mailbox: 
6109368ft 

GENUINE closet XD 60, clean, dis- 
creet, warm and friendly WLTM 
Feminine XD or Bi Curious for safe 
fun. Text only replies to Box no: 
6172508ft 

MALE would like to meet bi curious 
male, for discreet fun meetings. Text 
only replies to Box no: 4236310 ft 
GAY male, late 50s, from North 
Yorkshire/Welsh border, loving, car¬ 
ing, clean shaven, N/S, many inter¬ 
ests, seeking similar. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 430465 
MATURE male WLTM tall, hairy, 
active male for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 430287 

TALL slim CD, male 55 yrs, loves 
dressing up, loves lingerie, wishing 
to meet like minded male for meet 
ups, fun and friendship. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6110283 ft 
BI curious submissive guy, wanting 
to meet an understanding older man 
for safe and discreet fun. Text only 
replies: 4722250 ft 
ELDERLY feminine gay male, 
retired, fit & active, cross dresser, 
WLTM similar gay male, 65 plus, for 
friendship & companionship. Text 
only replies: 4380218 ft 
MATURE male, WLTM similar 
mature, single male, for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 428615 

MALE, tall, slim, 60ish, would love to 
meet males for fun times in the West 
Midlands. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 429563 

MALE bi guy, 70, seeking similar 
aged guy with daytime accommoda¬ 
tion, for mutual fun. Glos area. Text 
only replies. Mailbox: 4171960 ft 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 per 
minute plus your phone company’s 
access charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received._ 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 26/03/18 


No obstacle for pitch project hopes 


CHILDREN at Ferndale Prima¬ 
ry School in Great Barr are raising 
money to go towards installing an 
all-weather pitch on the school field. 

Local businesses are also being in¬ 
vited to support the project. 

To help towards the fundraising, pu¬ 
pils and staff took part in an obstacle 
course challenge in the hall. 

The Football Association is leading 
the Mini Pitches initiative in conjunc¬ 
tion with The Premier League and 
the Department for Digital, Culture, 
Media and Sport (DCMS). 

The school is one of only seven in 
the country that has been selected 
from more than 19,000 that originally 
applied to be part of the project and 
65 that were shortlisted. This followed 
a successful bid written by the head¬ 
teacher Ruth Gillett. Staff and pupils 
are working had to raise £20,000 to 
go towards the pitch. The school has 
already managed to raise just over 
£10,000 with events planned to help 
raise more over the coming months. 

To get involved, donate or find out 
more, go to: www.neighbourly.com/ 
FerndalePrimary/feed 



From left to right, Ferndale Primary pupils Mack, Finlay, Mia, Ella 
and Abdullah with Councillor Simon Hackett 


Transport help on track 
for region’s jobseekers 


WEST Midlands Trains will 
give jobseekers a helping 
hand by offering free travel 
on all its London Northwest¬ 
ern and West Midlands Rail¬ 
way services. 

The scheme, due to be intro¬ 
duced by the end of the year, will 
provide support for university 
graduates and those who have 
been unemployed for over six 
months. 


Under the initiative, university 
graduates or anyone graduating from 
a higher education equivalent course 
will be able to claim six free stand¬ 
ard return tickets on West Midlands 
Trains services for travel to and from 
interviews. They will also qualify for 
three months worth of free travel to 
and from their place of work after se¬ 
curing a job. The same benefits will be 
available to any person in long-term 
unemployment. 

Andy Camp, from West Midlands 
Trains, said: “Our aim with these 


schemes is to help those who have 
been out of employment for some time 
to get back on their feet, and support 
graduates making their first steps into 
the world of work. 

He added: “Rail travel is essential 
for a significant number of people trav¬ 
elling to interviews and commuting 
for work. The breadth of our network 
and fast links between towns and cit¬ 
ies means that taking a train is often 
the most efficient way to travel. We’re 
hugely proud about being able to sup¬ 
port our customers in this way.” 



Blackpool 

Weekend 

Departing Friday 6 Jul 

from Walsall 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 3 nights DBB at the Chequers Plaza Hotel, 
Blackpool 

i/ Entertainment on one night 

✓ Excursion to Southport 


The Flying Scotsman 

& Classic Cambridge 

Departing Thursday 27 Sep 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at our selected hotel 

✓ Exclusive train journey behind the Flying 
Scotsman on the Nene Valley Railway 

✓ En-route visit to Cambridge 


4 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 150 


3 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 230 


Coach package holidays are subject to Just Go! Holidays terms and conditions which are based on the Bonded Coach Holiday Group Trading Charter. Tours offered subject to 
availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


or to book, please call: 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 


or visit online at: justgoholidays.com/RT 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 
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Meet your policing team 


West Bromwich Police have revealed 
two new sergeants for the West 
Bromwich Neighbourhood Team. 

They are Sergeant Dave Rogers and 
Sergeant Mike Bradley. The pair are 
part of a team which consists of 13 
police officers and 14 PCSOs who are 
responsible for policing the six council 
wards of West Bromwich Central, 
Greets Green and Lyng, Hateley Heath, 
Charlemont with Grove Vale, Great Barr 
with Yew Tree and Newton. 

This area has an average population 
of 75,405 and an ever-increasing 
average of 29,876 households. There 
are officers allocated to a priority team 
who are responsible for working in hot 
spot locations. Their current focus is 
tackling the anti-social behaviour and 
violent crime within West Bromwich 
Town Centre. 

Over the Christmas period, the force 
ran Operation Sacred. This was a plan 
for policing retail areas across Sandwell 
during the festive period. Officers 
were deployed to key retail areas and 
focused on vulnerable locations and 
well-known offenders. This saw the 
lowest level of retail crime offences in 
recent years. 

In recent weeks, police have seen 
disorders within the town centre 
involving young people. The team, 
along with colleagues in the force 
CID, have worked tirelessly to identify 
those responsible from CCTV and 
are working toward successful 
prosecutions. 

There are also daily operations to 
target youth offending at the key times 
within the town centre. 

Through the hard work of the team, 



Sergeant Dave Rogers 


there are now six criminal behaviour 
orders granted by the courts. This 
means the people subject of these 
orders are banned from coming into 
the town centre and associating with 
others causing crime and anti-social 
behaviour within the town. 

There are a number of initiatives and 
operations planned involving business 
and council partners in the coming 
months and officers will share the 
results through the BID. 

A spokesman said: “We would like to 
see an increase in the intelligence we 
receive from our local communities, 
this will allow us to build a picture 
of what is happening and respond 
appropriately. This is in relation to 
the selling of stolen goods and drug 



Sergeant Mike Bradley 


dealing within the town centre.” 

Businesses can help with this by 
reporting things anonymously to the 
independent charity Crimestoppers 
on 0800 555111 or online via www. 
crimestoppers-uk.org 

You can stay in the know with what 
is happening in your community, and 
what officers are up to by signing up 
to the community messaging tool, 
WMNow! Officers regularly update 
about crime trends, community events 
and police surgeries taking place in 
West Bromwich. 

To find out what the team is doing on 
a daily basis, follow them on Twitter @ 
westbromwichWMP or you can contact 
them via email at westbromtown@ 
west-midlands.pnn.police.uk 



Come down to New Square Shopping Centre on Saturday and meet some of the farm animals 

Easter fun across the area 


It’s set to be a great Easter in the 
area with a variety of entertainment 
on offer in the coming days. 

West Bromwich Town BID have 
invited a petting zoo to come to town 
on Saturday, March 31. This free event 
is set to delight visitors old and young, 
giving all in attendance a wonderful 
taste of the animal kingdom, and a 
lovely lesson in how to take care of 
creatures great and small. 

A perfect Easter treat for all the family, 
the petting zoo will be located in New 


Square Shopping Centre from 10am 
until 4pm. 

From March 31 to April 15, visitors 
to the RSPB Sandwell Valley Nature 
Reserve will be able to indulge in a 
range of Easter-related fun. 

Activities 

Egg trails will be being held and a 
variety of entertaining and educational 
nature activities will be taking place. 

Admission costs £3 per child or 
£2.40 for RSPB members. Trails will 


be held between 10am and 4pm. The 
‘egg-cellent’ goings-on will continue 
on April 2 with an Easter family fun day 
at Haden Hill House Museum, Cradley 
Heath. Guests can enjoy magic and 
balloons, musical fun, egg rolling, 
crafts and trails. 

And if you’re looking for a way to keep 
the littlest ones happy, a teddy bears’ 
picnic will be held at Manor House 
Museum, West Bromwich, on April 11. 
Visitors will be treated to movies, crafts, 
trails and games galore. 
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WAREHOUSE CLEARANCE 



NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


Unit 4 Wednesbury Trading Estate WS10 7JN 

Opening times: Mon - Sat: 9am - 6pm I Sun & Bank Holidays: 10am - 4pm 


Delivery: £10 local, outside 5 miles is £20 & £45 outside 40 miles 
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To advertise on 
this Wednesbury 
feature 
Call Michelle 
Whitehouse on 
01902 319503 



PLEASE NOTE NEW TIMES 
BOX OFFICE HOURS 

Mon 10-2, Tues Closed, Wed 12-3 
Thurs Closed, Fri 10-2 


Up and Coming Events 

Please let us know if you or any of your party needs 

wheel chair access I 

Unfortunately we are unable to accommodate children 
under the age of 15 years old. 

All Shows are supported by a fully licensed bar and catering. 


Joe 
Longthorne 

Here-6th July 2018 
Tickets On Sale Now 


Tuesday 3 April 

1-3pm 

Afternoon Show with Simon Garcia 

£4 

Fish and Chips included 

Thursday 26 April 

6-1 Opm 

Glen Leon and his Band 
with support Helen James 

£10 Balcony £8 

Tuesday 8 May 

1-3pm 

Afternoon Show with Debbie Miles 

£4 

Fish and Chips included 

Thursday 24 May 

6-1 Opm 

Everly Brothers 

£10 Balcony £8 

Tuesday 5 June 

1-3pm 

Afternoon Show Helen James 

£4 

Fish and Cwhips included 

Thursday 28 June 

6-1 Opm 

Rod Stewart - David Bowie - 
Dusty Springfield 

£8 Balcony £6 

Tuesday 3 July 

1-3pm 

Paul Birch 

£4 

Fish and Chips included 

Thursday 12 July 

6-10pm 

The American Drifters 

No reservations or refunds for this show 

£15 Balcony £12 

Tuesday 8 May 

1-3pm 

Afternoon Show Debbie Miles 

£4 

Fish and Chips included 

Thursday 26 July 

6-1 Opm 

The Dreamers 

£8 Balcony £6 


Please note: All tickets must be paid for and Collected a week before the show 
www.wednesburytownhallevents.co.uk 
Email: Enquiries@KnightsofWednesbury.co.uk or call 0121 556 4914 

Wednesbury Town Hall, Hollyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF 
Wednesbury Celebrates is a Non-Political, Voluntary Organisation 


HU Top 
Fish Bar 


We pride ourselves in the fact that we 
have Fresh Cod delivered daily, Home 
made Southern Fried Chicken cooked 
daily and a selection of Kebabs. 



Telephone: 0121 556 2521 


102a Hill Top, West Bromwich B70 OSH 


'* Wonderland Day Nursery 



All children 6 weeks to 5 years welcome. 
Childcare vouchers accepted. Free funded 
places for 2-5 year olds available. 


57 Holyhead Road, Wednesbury WS10 7DF 
www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk 


Living in Sandwell 



The Knights of Wednesbury organises a whole host of entertainment and activities at Wednesbury Town Hall 

Entertainment on town bill 


Volunteers both old and new are 
excited by the launch of the Knights 
of Wednesbury. 

The group, which is based at 
Wednesbury Town Hall, replaces the 
Wednesbury Celebrates community 
association. 

This launch will give people that have 
supported the events at the Town Hall 
an opportunity to join the volunteers 
in a celebration with lots of exciting 
things to come, also continuing with the 
fabulous work that’s being done there 
already. 

The team are looking forward to 
what’s coming for the years ahead, 
which include fish and chip afternoons, 


luncheon clubs and great evening 
shows. 

A new website will be available in the 
near future where upcoming events 
information will be available. You 
can pick up a programme from the 
box office and also purchase tickets 
between the hours of 10am and 2pm 
on Monday, 12noon and 3pm on 
Wednesday and Friday between 10am 
and 2pm. To get in touch call 0121 556 
4914 or tickets can also be purchased 
at Ticket Source. 

A spokesman said: “The team are 
there to help and support and advise, 
and are keen to listen to new ideas for 
this great venture.” 



There are lots of evening shows 



Locot 
and 
JSfationaC 
Delivery 
Service 


TELEPHONE 


ORDERS WELCOME 


100 Crankhalt Lane, Wednesbury 

Telephone: 

0121 556 0531 


www.danckertsflorisUco.uk 

Most major credit cards accepted 
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Slimmer Elaine's a big winner 



Being the best at losing wouldn’t 
normally help you to scoop an award 
- yet Elaine from Wednesbury has 
done just that after being named 
‘Greatest Loser’ by losing a life¬ 
changing 6st 1.51b to take the title. 

Elaine, who’s gone from 19 stone 
0.51b to 13 stone 12lbs, said: “There’s 
absolutely nothing wrong with being a 
loser when it feels this good! 

“I feel like a new woman -1 look so 
different that people who I haven’t seen 
for a while can’t believe I’m the same 
person. 

“For me though it’s the change on 
the inside that’s been the greatest - 
I’m happier, healthier and much more 
confident now.” 

Elaine decided to join her local 
Slimming World group. She added: 
“Walking through those doors was one 
of the hardest things I’ve ever done, I 
was scared that I might be the biggest 
person there. 

“I needn’t have worried though, 
everyone there was so friendly 
especially my consultant Jenny and I 
was so relieved when I found out that 
my weight was confidential. 

“Since then I’ve made so many 
friends at the group and I honestly 
don’t think I could have done it without 
their support each week. 

“They helped me with recipes and 
tips and if I was ever struggling they 
would remind me how far I’d come 
since first stepping through the doors.” 

Elaine followed the Food Optimising 
eating plan. 

She said: “People think slimming 
means going hungry, eating nothing 
but salad or obsessively counting every 
calorie you eat, it’s not like that at all. 


Before: Elaine before she shed six stone 

I love food and it’s never once felt like 
I was on ‘a diet’ - in fact, people can’t 
believe I’m losing weight eating so 
much delicious food and without ever 
feeling hungry. 

“I still enjoy all my favourite meals 
like curries, but I’ve learned how to 
make changes like using lean meat or 
cooking with low calorie spray. 

“It fits into my life really well. I know 
that I haven’t ‘gone on a diet’, this is a 
change that I’ve made for life.” 

Consultant Jenny added: “The 


After: Elaine feels like a new woman 

changes we’ve seen in Elaine are 
incredible. She looks amazing. Anyone 
who’s inspired and who’d like to lose 
weight by forming new lifestyle habits 
and become happier and healthier 
will find that there’s a warm welcome 
waiting at Slimming World.” 

The St Bart’s group meets every 
Wednesday at 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
and Thursdays at 9.15am at St Bart’s 
Church Hall, Wednesbury. 

To join call Jenny on 07751 259593 or 
just pop along. 



Spot ftgte on 


WEDNESBURY 


Posies 
Florist 

Would It \ze to wish 
everyone a happy master 

From your newest little bunny to the strictest 
dieter you cant go wrong when you give flowers 



Fresh flowers f rovu the 
heart to the door awot 
Ljou cfliA, order what ever 


±13 Htll Top 
West Troi^twlch 
west Midlands 
B j-o otbul 


the time 
through our 
web shop 


0±QX-505-±±JG> 

Www.poslesfloklst.com, 


STOCKIST FOR ALL MAJOR 
KITCHEN APPLIANCES 


B Hotpoint 


jpsmeg 



Electrical 

Superstore 


2-4 Upper High Street, 
Wednesbury WS107HF 
Telephone 0121 5056108 


Open Monday-Saturday 
9.00am-6.30pm 



www.westniidlandselectricalsuperstore.coin 


Exercise Your Body & 
Exercise Your Mind 

LEARN 
DANCE 

The Easy Way 
Step by Step 

New Class Starts 
Sunday 8th April at 5.45pm 
with fully qualfied teachers 

ADULT CLASSES IN LATIN, BALLROOM, ROCK N ‘ROLL & SALSA 
AT A FULL TIME WELL ESTABLISHED SCHOOL OF DANCE 


THE WEDNESBURY DANCE CENTRE 




Enquire 0121 556 5285.07793 371 639 


pr He 

y MNG 


4iv 


NEW 

STOCK 

AVAILABLE 

Rediscover your taste buds 
with our try before you buy 
flavour bar 

20 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, 

West Midlands WS10 7HQ 

0121 792 0041 
redhotvaping@yahoo.com 

J IE 






MONDAY 

*0PEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS* 

GREAT BRIDGE 

St Peter’s Church Hall, 

Whitehall Road, @ 5.30pm and 7:30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 

WEDNESBURY 

Central Methodist Church (Wesley Centre) 

Spring Head @ 7.00pm 

Contact Richard 07535 025298 

TUESDAY 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Leisure Centre, 

Moor Street, @ 9.30am, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Mandy 07592 508852 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 5.30pm and 

7.30pm 

Contact Karen 07547 515345 

TIPTON 

Tipton Christian Church 

Waterloo Street, 3.00 pm, 5.00pm and 7.00pm 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 

OLDBURY 

Sainsbury’s, Freeth Street, 

@ 5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Contact Ann 07815 643963 
WEDNESDAY 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 9.30am 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 


DARLASTON 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 

16 The Leys, @ 9.00am & 11.00am 
Contact Lesley 01922 634883 

TIPTON 

Brook Street Community Centre 

3, Brook Street, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 1.00pm, 

3.30pm, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Lorretta 07968 656634 

SMETHWICK 

Dorothy Parkes Centre, 

Church Road, 9.30am, 11.30am, 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Mel 07935 447265 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 

Coronation Road, Woods Estate, @ 9.30am 

Contact Lin 07902 079559 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

WEDNESBURY 

St Luke’s Church, Elwell Street, 

Mesty Croft, 5.00pm & 7.00pm 
Contact Heidi 07972 530778 

BLACKHEATH 

Blackheath Central Meth Church, 

High Street, @ 9.30am, 11.30pm, 5.00pm and 
7.00pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 
THURSDAY 

TIPTON 

The Harrier Pub (Separate entrance), 

Powis Avenue, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Tracey 07505 706832 
WEDNESBURY 
St Bart’s Church Hall, 

Bttm Church Hill @ 9.15am 
Contact Jenny 07751 259593 
WEDNESBURY 
Lea Brook Church Hall 
Leabrood Road North @ 7.30pm 
Contact Lin 07902 079559 


with 

bumming 

World 


WEST BROMWICH 

Stone Cross Library 

Beverley Road @ 9.00am, 11.00am and 1.00pm 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 

BRANDHALL 

Kings Community Church, 

Oak Tree Centre, Tame Road @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Ann 07815 643963 
WEST BROMWICH 
Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road, @ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Carole 07854 413929 

FRIDAY 

SMETHWICK 

Dorothy Parkes Centre, 

Church Road, 9.30am. 

Contact Mel 07935 447265 

SATURDAY _ 

****RE-LAUNCH AT NEW VENUE FROM 7TH 
APRIL**** 

TIPTON 

St John’s Church Hall, 

Upper Church Lane, @ 9.00am 

Contact Tracey 07505 706832 _ 

WEDNESBURY 
Lea Brook Church Hall, 

Leabrook Road North @ 8.00am 
Contact Lin 07902 079559 

Or just come along 

Job opportunities for past and present 
members in this area contact Jenny on 
07751 259593 for more details 
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Tipton Community Association 
presents a 

St George’s 
Night Celebration 

Monday 23rd April 2018 


with 

THE FAB FOUR 

UK’s No.l Beatles Tribute Band 
and 

VICKY ELISE 

‘Little Miss England’ 


Reserved Seating 
Licensed Bar 


Bangers ‘n’ Mash 
Supper included, 


Tickets 

£ 10.00 


Tipton 

Community Hub 

Tipton Community Hub 
1 Brook Street, Tipton DY4 9DD 
Tel: 01215570371 
tiptoncommunityhub@hotmail.com 
tiptoncommunityassociation.com 


PEJ Driveway Services Ltd 

We are an established and professional company that 



• TARMAC 
> SLABBING 


Interest Free Credit Available 

(T&C’s apply) 


10% OFF 


BLOCK PAVING 
• FENCING • LANDSCAPING 
• BUILDING WORK 

“ALL WORK GUARANTEED” 


When you quote 
Express & Star 
and Chronicle 


For a FREE 
ESTIMATE call Pete 
Woodbine 

01902 563 514 

07841 978496 

www.pejs.co.uk 

pete@pejs.co.uk 


PEJ Driveway Services Ltd 

Factory Locks Industrial Estate, Factory Road, 
Tipton DY4 9AU 



ORNtipton 

131 High Street 


FREE 30 hours a week for 3-4 year olds 
FREE 15 hours a week for 2 year olds 
Use your free hours flexibly, to suit you! 

We have 1 adult to 8 children (for schools it's 1 to 13) 
so we can give your child that much more personal 
attention that they need to progress. 

© Our setting is devoted to Early Years education, with 
dedicated teachers providing a great curriculum. 

We don't just manage young children; we teach them. 
Available places 0-5 year olds, all meals included. 
Simply drop in (DY4 9JE) e-mail info@unicornnursery.co.uk or 
telephone 0121 557 0011 for more details, costs, etc. 


Princes End 

^Ofsted 


OOSE UNICORN! 



Jubilee fires ltd |M 

The Carpet Outlet 

Marble Surround 1 Jt- 

161 Great Bridge Street 

Electric Fires 

West Bromwich 

with lights from £489 ijWk 

CARPET 

B70 0DJ 

E® Marble Surround Gas iffli 


Fires from £ 499 

Tel: 0121 532 4500 

p . 

www.thecarpetoutlet.co.uk 

www.jubileefires.co.uk 10121 557 3111 1 

Email: info@thecarpetoutlet.co.uk 
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The fundraisers, from left, Jonathan Moss, Saul Burton, Jason Addison, Steven Fessey, Chris Hayes and Bruce Taylor 

Charity ride from coast to coast 


A team of friends from Sedgley 
have cycled from coast to coast for 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital. 

On September 18, they completed 
their 190-mile epic cycle ride from 
St Bees to Robin Hoods Bay in an 
incredible 17 hours 18 minutes riding 
time. 

This ride has been a popular trek for 
walkers and cyclists for many years, 
and there are two traditions - one to dip 
your rear wheel in the sea at the start of 
the ride and then dip your front wheel in 
the sea at the end of the ride. 

Another tradition is to take a pebble 
from the one beach and throw it in to 
the sea when you reach the coast the 


other end. The team has so far raised 
£3,148.85, with extra money to follow. 
All costs were self-funded, so all the 
money raised could go directly to 
the Birmingham Children’s Hospital 
Charity. 

Treatment 

This charity is close to Jason 
Addison’s heart as his son Scott was 
diagnosed with leukaemia when he 
was just four years old. 

Scott had three years of treatment 
at Birmingham Children’s Hospital on 
Ward 15 and they saved his life. Jason 
said: “Thank you to all friends and 
family for sponsoring our cycle ride.” 


Jason has taken part in many charity 
events over the last 15 years, including 
abseiling 500ft down the side of a 
hotel, white water rafting, FI Ferrari 
fundraising weekend, a zip slide from a 
600ft crane, numerous cycle rides, ice 
bucket challenge, press-up challenge, 
Snowdon trek and a Great Wall Of 
China trek. 

He is proud to have raised over 
£35,000 for cancer-related charities 
and will continue to do so in the future. 

If you are interested in raising money 
for the charity visit www.bch.org. 
uk/ or contact the fundraising team 
by calling 0121 333 8506 or emailing 
fundraising@bch.org.uk 



° Wnn^jHB ° /IsiM2fi?as?ais 



Tel: 0121 520 4200 • Mob: 07756 57 80 28 

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 


TRUSTED FATHER AND SON BUSINESS - BUT DON’T TAKE 
OUR WORD FOR IT CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK REVIEWS 



Kings Court Trading Estate, Sedgley Road East, 
Tipton DY4 8XA T: 0121 520 4200 
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Volunteer 




Firm marks 
40th year 
in business 

UBHI’s Kitchens in Oldbury is 
celebrating 40 years in business 
- an amazing feat in this day and 
age. 

The family-run concern puts its 
success down to commitment, 
listening to customers’ needs 
and finding a solution to fit their 
budgets. 

With kitchens made to order, 
a one-off or even a hinge, 
everyone and everything is 
catered for, you can also buy 
your appliances, worktops, etc 
separately. 

For example a Hotpoint oven 
was £275, is now £135; an 
integrated Hotpoint dishwasher 
was £495 now £250; or an 
Indesit double oven was £395, 
now an incredible £199. 

A spokesman said: “It is easy 
to see why UBHI’s Kitchens is a 
popular choice for the people of 
the West Midlands. The 40 per 
cent off, to mark their amazing 
achievement of 40 years, is only 
for a limited time, so as this is 
the time of year when people 
think about holidays, getting the 
house done etc, you would be 
mad not to pop along or at least 
enquire about a quote.” 

Visit the website at www. 
ubhikitchens. co.uk or ring 0121 
557 7222, where the helpful staff 
will be more than happy to help. 



Some of the volunteers brought together by the Volunteer Centre Sandwell 

Bringing people together 


Since 1978, Volunteer Centre 
Sandwell has been bringing people 
together and building strong 
relationships across the six towns. 

For all these years, Volunteer Centre 
Sandwell have provided an effective 
brokerage service, opening doors for 
many local people who wish to give 
back of their time, skills and talents to 
the community. This relationship is one 
of many reasons why the centre has 
remained relevant for over 40 years. 

Jean Taylor, CEO Volunteer Centre 
Sandwell, said: “We simply wouldn’t 
be able to do what we do without 
our volunteers, so thanking them is 
essential. We know that volunteers who 
feel involved and valued are more likely 
to stay with us longer. 

“Over the past 10 years, we have seen 
the change of our local demographics 
with people coming from other parts 
of the world to learn, live and give of 
themselves, making Sandwell a more 


Volunteer 


greater, diverse place to be. Holding 
the Sandwell Volunteer Awards allows 
the centre to say a massive thank you 
to all our committed, dedicated, loyal 
volunteers, whilst providing a call to 
action to new recruits.” 

Enabling more people to fulfill their 
potential is always the aim of the 
projects that are delivered by the 
Volunteer Centre. 

They currently deliver a supported 
volunteering programme for individuals 
with a long-term health condition, 
for example a mental health issue or 
physical or learning disabilities. 

Jean added: “In our experience we 
find that people want to take control 
of their lives, improve their well-being, 
reduce isolation, and build social 
networks.” 




ubhi’s 


KITCHENS & FURNITURE 



I 


Worktoo Clearance Now On 



www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlookxom 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG 

Tel: 0121 557 7222 


Find us on 


1978 - 2018 Celebrating 40 years of Volunteering in Sandwell 

The Sandwell Volunteer Bi-annual Awards on 
Saturday 2nd June aim to promote the positive 
contributions of individuals and groups and 
celebrate their achievements. 

Contact us on 0121 544 8326 or visit our website 

www.volunteercentresandwell.org.uk 

All those nominated for an award will 
receive a certificate regardless of whether 
they are shortlisted for an award 

Environmental Long Service Community Volunteer Corporate Health & Social ft Young 

Volunteer Volunteer Organisation Co-ordinator Volunteer Care Volunteer Trustee Volunteer 


Our mission is to inspire more people in Sandwell to Volunteer, so they can I 11P I 

enhance their lives, the lives of others and build resilient communities. I Contact us now to become a Volunteer J 





For further information contact 



♦ • 

Reuben@volunteercentresandwell.co.uk 




01215448326 



C APRICO RN 

INTERIORS 



Was £599.99 

now £249.99. 


£149.99 


4.6 memory foam divan bed 
with matching base 


while stocks last. 
Headboard Extra for the bed 


Ethan crushed velvet corner 
group in a large range 
of fabrics 


small deposit and you can 
pay weekly until paid for 
then will be delivered. 
Prices guaranteed. 


Serving customers in Oldbury for over 12 years. 

33 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury Town Centre B69 4DY 

0121 544 4449 

www.capricorninteriors.co.uk 

Open daily 9.30 to 5.30 and Sunday 11.00 to 3.00 



You should 
be able 
to trust the 
ads you see. 

If an ad is wrong, 

the ASA is here to put it right. 




rrc ADDISON TYRE CENTRE 

+ A FAMILY BUSINESS SINCE 1965 


We have invested in 
the latest technology 
alloy wheel buckle 
repair machine. 


We are offering 
buckled alloy wheels 
repair to accident 
repair body shops, 
Car Sales, Tyre 
Centres and 
General Public 


0121 557 4019 



www.discounttyresuk.oo.uk 

M0N/FRI 8.30 - 5.30 SAT: 8.30-4.00 
ADDISON TYRE CENTRE, 52A HIGH STREET 
PRINCES END, TIPTON, DY4 9HP 
f ADDISONTYRECENTRE & ADDIS0NTYRES 


The Card “N” Gift Box 



We now 
offer our 
unique 
“Gifts in 
Balloons” 
for all your 
special 
occasions 




f Easter, Birthdays, Christenings, Baby Shower, Births, 
Graduation, Weddings & Anniversary and many more. 

Many options available, design your balloon now. 

We are now Find us on p j facebook / 
at I annlev ■J / 

/High St CALL 0121 238 0386 FOR DETAILS 
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^Tenants are 
ousted on 
same day 
by council 

SANDWELL Council evicted two Tiv- 
idale tenants on the same day - as a 
crackdown on anti-social behaviour 
continues to step up. 

The council’s anti-social behaviour 
and legal teams, supported by the 
police and residents, had taken Ryan 
Jones and Tina Hinton to court to se¬ 
cure possession orders against them. 

On 13 March, the council took back 
possession of both homes, which will 
now be re-let to new tenants. 

Ryan Jones, aged 32, was evicted 
from a flat in Century House, Wallace 
Close, where he was causing anti-so¬ 
cial behaviour, which included noise 
nuisance, vandalism, drug taking and 
threatening behaviour. 

At the possession hearing on Feb¬ 
ruary 22, Dudley County Court or¬ 
dered Mr Jones to pay rent arrears of 
£2,313.08 and court costs of £1,766.25. 

At a separate hearing at the same 
court on February 28, Mr Jones was 
jailed for 26 weeks after admitting 
contempt of court by breaching an in¬ 
junction order. He had breached the 
injunction in February by causing a 
nuisance and threatening people in 
the neighbourhood. 

Following the eviction, Mr Jones 
will now be banned from the neigh¬ 
bourhood on his release from prison. 

Meanwhile, Tina Hinton, aged 43, 
was evicted from a house in Barncroft 
Road following a possession order also 
granted at Dudley County Court. At 
that hearing, she was ordered to pay 
the council’s court costs of £451.75. 

She had been accused, along with a 
partner and associates, of anti-social 
behaviour. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan, 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet member 
for public health and protection, said: 
“We took this action in partnership 
with the police to protect residents 
and help reduce anti-social behaviour 
in the area. 


20mph zone on the way for 
dozens of roads in ward 


Development plan for shops and homes 



The shops of Carrington Road and School Road in Wednesbury, due for regeneration 


AMBITIOUS plans to regenerate a 
Black Country neighbourhood with 
new homes and shops have been re¬ 
vealed. 

The development has been ear¬ 
marked for land on the corner in a 
neighbourhood in Wednesbury, which 
is a target for fly-tipping. Under the 
proposals, the community’s social 
club would also be restored to its for¬ 
mer glory. The plans were revealed by 
Sandwell Council. However a finalised 
draft still has to be made. 

Council bosses said the new homes 


and shops are much needed in Friar 
Park, which is the area of Wednesbury 
where the shops and homes have been 
earmarked for. 

Regeneration chief, Councillor Paul 
Moore, said: “The proposals - which 
are due to go the council’s Cabinet in 
the coming months - are aimed at pro¬ 
viding much-needed new homes and 
shops for people in Friar Park and we 
will be working closely with residents 
and business owners to make sure 
their views are taken on board when 
drawing up the proposals.” 


New shop units would replace exist¬ 
ing buildings under the proposals. The 
new development is earmarked for 
areas in Carrington Road and School 
Road. 

While the exact layout and details 
of the scheme are yet to be decided, 
the plans would include building bun¬ 
galows on land that’s already been 
cleared of fly-tipping and fenced off in 
Friardale Close. The proposed scheme 
has been given a boost, as a new inves¬ 
tor has also come on board to restore 
the social club to its former glory. 


A 20MPH zone is poised to be imposed on all roads in part of 
Great Barr after a series of crashes. Thirty-six people have 
been injured in crashes in the Newton ward in the last five 
years a Sandwell Council report said. 

Chiefs were due to bring in the 20mph limit in a bid to improve road 
safety across the ward - despite 14 objections. It would include the 
busy Hamstead Road - which links traffic between Great Barr and 
Birmingham. 


Hamstead Infants and Junior 
Schools also sit along the route. 

Ferndale Avenue - home to Fern- 
dale Primary School - will also be af¬ 
fected. 

However the busy Newton Road 
and A34 Walsall Road would not be 
included. There have also been prob¬ 
lems with ‘boy racers’ in the ward, ac¬ 
cording to councillor Joyce Underhill 
who has welcomed the new speed limit 
proposal. 

Enforcement 

Councillor Underhill said: “I’m just 
hoping that there will be enough en¬ 
forcement of the 20mph limit. It’s no 
good bringing it in if there’s no-one to 
enforce the speed limit. We definitely 
have issues on Hamstead Road with 
boy racers, as well as people who will 
speed no matter what. Hopefully the 
20mph limit will make people more 
conscious of their driving in the ward.” 

A council report says that between 
January 2013 and January this year, 
there were 24 crashes in the ward, 
with 36 people injured - four seriously 
and 32 slightly. 

Plans to slow drivers down in Friar 
Park, Wednesbury, to 20mph were 
revealed last year. The report says: 
“The majority of the accidents were 
caused by poor observation and poor 
driver discipline in the Newton ward. 
Objectors state they feel a 20mph zone 
is unnecessary.” 


Respiratory 
care boost 
for bosses 


SANDWELL’S hospitals Trust has 
been shortlisted for a national award 
for its excellent work in improving 
the care of respiratory patients. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust, which runs 
Sandwell, City and Rowley Regis 
Hospitals, has been shortlisted in 
the category Acute Service redesign 
in the Health Service Journal Value 
Awards. 

Judges were impressed with how 
the trust has redesigned the res¬ 
piratory service so that patients can 
receive better care not only in a hos¬ 
pital setting but also within the com¬ 
munity. 

Speaking about this achievement, 
Dr Arvind Rajasekaran, consultant 
respiratory physician who is also the 
lead for redesigning the service, said: 
“We are honoured to be shortlisted 
for this prestigious award.” 

The winners will be announced at 
an award ceremony in Manchester on 
June 7. 


Write on - poets show 
their love for Sandwell 


SANDWELL Adult and Family Learning 
(SAFL) has been celebrating poetry with a 
competition to find local talented poets. 

Winners and runners-up were given their 
accolades at an event at Hateley Heath Family 
Education & Training Centre in West Brom¬ 
wich last Tuesday. 

SAFL, recently judged ‘Good’ by Of- 
sted, asked people to write a poem entitled 
‘Sandwell in Words’. Writers who participated 
in the competition demonstrated their diverse 


WINNING POEM 

There’s such a lovely variety in our Sandwell society 
All sorts, each with their own unique opinions, views and thoughts 
To the folk of Sandwell, hope you’re all doing well 
It’s my intention to big you up and give you a mention 
There’s such a lovely variety in our Sandwell society 
All sorts, each with their own unique opinions, views and thoughts 
Some are rich, others struggle to make ends meet, especially in 
this street 

But we’re together, not full of self pity 
It’s not really a Lost City 
We’ve got more options now to improve 
our lives 

We can go to college, get more knowl¬ 
edge 

We’re witty, we’re optimistic and don’t do 
defeat 

Yes, we can improve our lives and be 
complete 

In whatever way we choose, we’re going 

to win, not lose A . ■_o_■■_ 

Go on, go for it if you want to o e e Sad e 

Life’s too short to regret not trying your heart’s desire 

Don’t be shy, give it a try 

Do it today, do it today 

Maybe it’s time to do it your way 

There are opportunities in our communities 

We’re generous with our time, money and choices 

Don’t let anything mute our voices 

Yes, you’re blessed 

You’ve passed many a test 

You’re going to do well 

Don’t forget your history, your wealth, strength and health 
You wonderful people of the amazing borough of Sandwell! 


backgrounds and their positive experience of 
living in Sandwell. Antoinette Sadler was cho¬ 
sen as the winner with her poem addressed 
‘To the folk of Sandwell’. 

Antoinette, who comes from Tipton said: 
“When I wrote my poem I wanted to write 
something positive about Sandwell as too 
many people forget what a great place this is.” 

The competition was judged by Brendan 
Hawthorne, Wednesbury’s Poet Laureate. 
Brendan said: “When I was asked to judge 
and present the awards 
for the Sandwell in Words 
Poetry Competition it was 
indeed a great honour. 
Reading through the 85 en¬ 
tries I was impressed not 
only in seeing the range 
of styles and personal sto¬ 
ries but also the cultural 
diversity of the entrants, 
many telling the story of a 
Sandwell that is welcoming 
and supportive.” 

The event was attended 
by children’s services chief, 
Councillor Simon Hackett. 
He said: “Congratulations to 
the winner Antoinette and 
all the runners-up. There 
was a fantastic response to 
the competition and we have 
some very talented poets in 
Sandwell.” 

The event was sponsored 
by Tesco, West Bromwich 
and attended by Bhupinder 
Sidhu, Tesco community 
champion, himself an en¬ 
trant who said: “It’s impor¬ 
tant to support public and 
client engagement initia¬ 
tives, as well as promoting 
the valuable services offered 
by SAFL.” 

For more details on SAFL 
and the courses on offer go 
to: www-learnsafLac.uk 




A chance to shoot in professional studio conditions 


The hustle and bustle of the show, which will be held again next year 


Lights, cameras, action! 


THOUSANDS of photography 
fans braved the elements to enjoy 
a four-day event at Birmingham’s 
NEC - and have been rewarded 
with a date being set for another 
show next year. 

The Photography Show, which 
closed its doors last Tuesday, 
gathered some 250 exhibitors 
to indulge everyone passionate 
about the world of imagery. 

Leading international cam¬ 
era manufacturers Canon, Sony, 


Kodak and Nikon, attended as 
well as photographic retailers and 
a wealth of photography tech and 
prop suppliers. 

Not to mention over 30,000 pro 
and amateur photographers who 
attended the event. It was the 
15th Photography Show held at 
Birmingham’s NEC - and will be 
back next year from March 16-19. 

As well as the exhibitors there 
were masterclasses, stage shows, 
talks, galleries and a ‘drone zone’ 


with advice from the experts 
about using the latest technology 
for aerial pictures. 

Exhibitors at the show were 
delighted with the response. 
“The Photography Show is so 
important to us as it is the most 
direct way we get to reach the 
real Canon customer and get first¬ 
hand feedback. 

“This year we made our stand 
even bigger and better than be¬ 
fore and have reached a great 


variety of photographers with 
lots of varied needs”, said Canon 
Product Specialist David Parry. 

Nikon Senior Consultant, Rob 
MacNeice said: “We’ve had an¬ 
other really successful year.” 

Visitors were just as pleased 
with their experience. 

James Dobsen from The Na¬ 
tional Trust, said: “I’ve been to 
the show before but this year the 
talks and education opportunities 
for professionals are great..” 
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THEATRE + MUSIC +TV LISTINGS + PUZZLES 



EASTER at the CONE 


• Regular glassmaking demonstrations • Free children’s trail 

• Adult and children’s craft activities 

• Craft studios with unique handmade gifts 

• Red Cone Coffee House • On-site shop and crystal shop 

Open - 10am - 3pm Monday - Friday • 11am - 4pm Saturday & Sunday 
FREE admission and parking 


Call 01384 812750 or visit www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums ^-^ 

RED HOUSE GLASS CONE High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ (1 Red House Glass Cone *0 @redhousecone 
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SUNDAY MARKET 

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

OPEN 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, 
J9 M6 

07875 655875 

All hard standing 


BRAMWELL WILLIAMS 

SOLICITORS 


A 

ad cocks 


Providing legal services 
in West Bromwich 
for over 100 years 


Wills & Estates 
Commercial 
Leasehold Reform 
Property 


Legal services available locally 

Tel: 08454 70 80 81 


Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 


A Brilliant Plant Fair 


Sandwell Valley Park 

West Bromwich B71 4BG 



Saturday 14 th April 

10am - 4pm 
Free entry 

to country park & plant fair 

(P&D parking) 



www.planthuntersfairs.co.uk 


Witch way next for 
adventures in Oz? 



The score is 
just epic and 
so exciting 


Casting a spell - Helen Woolf 
plays Glinda and Amy Ross 
Elphaba, pictured below 




% 






W icked, a spectacular 
West End and 
Broadway musical 
that tells the 
incredible untold story 
of the Witches of Oz 
returns to Birmingham Hippodrome on 
Wednesday. 

Running until April 29, it features Amy Ross as 
Elphaba, Helen Woolf as Glinda, Aaron Sidwell (best 
known as ‘Steven Beale’ in EastEnders) as Fiyero, Steven 
Pinder (best known as ‘Max Farnham’ in Brookside) as 
The Wizard & Doctor Dillamond, Kim Ismay as Madame 
Morrible, Emily Shaw as Nessarose and Iddon Jones as 
Boq. Nikki Bentley is Standby for Elphaba. 

Amy is thrilled to take the lead and says playing 
Elphaba is a dream come true. 

“Well, we found out five or six months before starting 
rehearsals that we had the roles, so that was really a 
lovely amount of time to start singing the songs. Also 
just to build up a stamina, because once you’re up and 
running you’re doing eight shows a week. If you’ve 
already sung them into your voice and into the muscle, it 
makes it a lot easier once you’re up and running.” 

It’s the most challenging role that she’s ever played 
because it stretches her both as a singer and an actress. 

“As an acting role, Elphaba’s journey that she goes 
through from start to finish is huge. You start the show 
hopeful, young, happy about this new university and 
things might be different here. And obviously, 
she goes through lots of hard times from start 
to finish and by the end is hardened by a lot of 
it. She’s much darker by Act Two, so it does 
stretch you. But that’s why I love it - because 
it is such a great challenge.” 

The show also brings with it enormous 
pressure because of the sheer number of 
people who go to see the show. 

“Yes. I think you want to honour the 
wonderful, fantastically talented women 
who have played the role before. You want 
to live up to that and do it justice. So, that 
does add pressure but again its something 
to embrace and it’s a great challenge. It 
should never be easy 

“When I was training at college in 
musical theatre, Wicked had just come 
out on Broadway and it was this new show 
that everyone was listening to. We were all 
listening to the CD so before seeing it, I was 
already completely in love with it. 


“The score is just epic and so exciting. It was 
wonderful to go and see it when it came to the 
West End and go ‘Ah, that’s why she does 
that in that song and how that happens. 

I don’t think there are many musical 
theatre actresses who wouldn’t 
want to play Elphaba’. 

People connect strongly with 
the show and Ross puts plenty 
of effort into each performance. 

She spends 30 minutes getting 
on her green make-up and 
enjoys being on the road. 

“I’ve got a husband and 
a cat that I will miss, but 
what’s nice is that we kind of 
bed down in each place for a month, 
sometimes six weeks, so that makes it less 
tiring. I’ve done tours before where you 
change every week.” 

The show is already the 15th longest 
running show in West End theatre 
history and is now in its 12th year at 
London’s Apollo Victoria Theatre, 
where it continues an open-ended 




EXCITING 


run. Around the world, Wicked has been 
seen by almost 55 million people in 
16 countries and won over 100 major 
awards, including ten theatregoer-voted 
WhatsOnStage Awards (winning ‘Best 
West End Show’ on three occasions) and 
two Olivier Audience Awards. 

Based on the acclaimed, best¬ 
selling novel by Gregory Maguire that 
ingeniously re-imagines the stories and 
characters created by L. Frank Baum in 
The Wonderful Wizard of Oz’, Wicked 
tells the incredible untold story of 
an unlikely but profound friendship 
between two sorcery students. 

Their extraordinary adventures 
in Oz will ultimately see them fulfil 
their destinies as Glinda The Good 
and the Wicked Witch of the West. 
Acclaimed as ‘a thrilling theatrical 
I experience with brains, 
heart and courage’, Wicked 
transports audiences to a 
stunningly re-imagined world 
of Oz, providing wonders 
beyond the imagination. 
Wicked recounts the 
bond between two young 
women who first meet 
as sorcery students 
at Shiz University: 
the blonde and very 
popular Glinda and a 
misunderstood green 
girl named Elphaba. 
Following an 
encounter with 
The Wizard, their 
friendship reaches 
a crossroads and their 
lives take very different 
paths. Glinda’s unflinching 


desire for popularity sees her seduced by power while 
Elphaba’s determination to remain true to herself, and 
to those around her, will have unexpected and shocking 
consequences for her future. 

Their extraordinary adventures in Oz will ultimately see 
them fulfil their destinies as Glinda The Good and the 
Wicked Witch of the West. 

The show has music and lyrics by multi Grammy and 
Academy Award-winner Stephen Schwartz (Godspell, 
Disney’s Pocahontas, The Hunchback of Notre Dame and 
Enchanted and, for DreamWorks, The Prince of Egypt) 
and is based on the novel ‘Wicked: The Life and Times of 
the Wicked Witch of the West’ by Gregory Maguire and 
adapted for the stage by Winnie Holzman (My So-Called 
Life). Musical staging is by Tony Award-winner Wayne 
Cilento and the production is directed by two-time Tony 
Award-winner Joe Mantello. 

In London, the West End production premiered on 
September 27, 2006, and has played almost 5,000 
performances at the Apollo Victoria Theatre. The multi 
record-breaking original Broadway production remains 
‘Broadway’s biggest blockbuster’ (The New York Times) 
after 14 years and almost 6,000 performances at the 
Gershwin Theatre, where it premiered on October 30, 2003. 
• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 
























The Vaccines 


Vaccines bounce back 
after band came to blows 


The Vaccines are back with their fourth 
album, Combat Sports, and a gig in 
Birmingham as part of their spring UK tour. 

The five-piece from London promise full-throttle 
rock and roll on Combat Sports, released tomorrow 
(Friday). Heralded by new single I Can’t Quit, Combat 
Sports is described by the band as a return to their 
guitar band roots after a flirtation with pop. 

By the time the band had ended their campaign for 
third album English Graffiti they were in a mess due 
to lifestyle and health issues and, crucially, being in a 
band had stopped being fun. 

Despite English Graffiti getting glowing reviews and 
reaching no2 in the UK chart, the band were at their 
lowest ebb, maybe pondering the question posed by 
the title of their debut in 2011, What Did You Expect 
from the Vaccines? 

“We lost sight of who we were and why we were 
there,” says singer and guitarist Justin Young. 


The 30-year-old originally from Hampshire explains 
that the band has survived upheaval, including the 
departure of drummer Pete Robertson. 

“Being in a band is about compromise and 
collaboration. It’s coming to terms with what we are 
as a collective and falling back in love with that and 
making the best record we can for us as a band, rather 
than as individuals.” 

The core trio, also featuring lead guitarist Freddie 
Cowan and bassist Arni Arnason, are now joined by 
drummer Yoann Intonti and keyboardist Tim Lanham. 

The album’s title was thought of after Young and 
Cowan came to blows on the last day of recording. 
“We’re like brothers and brothers fight,” says Young. 

“I don’t see the title as a negative. On the contrary, 
to me it embodies survival, strength, commitment, 
glory, winning.” 

The Vaccines are in concert at the 02 Academy in 
Birmingham next Saturday, April 7. 


Freddie 


is bowled 
a musical 



over by 

When Freddie Flintoff retired 
from cricket, few people 
imagined that he would be 
performing in a musical. 

It seems even he’s slightly 
surprised to have landed a role in 
Kay Mellor’s musical Fat Friends. 
He got the part after guest starring 
in an episode of the writer’s recent 
TV drama series Love, Lies and 
Records, but admitted that he 
was initially a bit daunted at the 


prospect of belting out a tune on 
stage. But the reviews have been 
very positive. 

Freddie, pictured, will be taking 
to the stage alongside Atomic 
Kitten singer Natasha Hamilton, 
West End star Jodie Prenger, The 
X Factor winner Sam Bailey and 
Coronation Street’s Kevin Kennedy. 

The show has been written and 
directed by Kay Mellor, who after 
writing for Coronation Street and 
Brookside went on to create such 


hit dramas 
as Band of Gold, 

Playing the Field, A Passionate 
Woman, The Syndicate, In The Club 
and, of course, Fat Friends. 

The music is by Nick Lloyd 
Webber, son of Sir Andrew, who 
has created musical scores for film, 
TV and the stage, including the 
music for Love Lies and Records. 

The tour arrives in Birmingham 
next week, at the New Alexandra 
Theatre from Tuesday to Saturday. 


Mars rocks up 
for arena show 

Thirty Seconds To Mars are 
at the city centre Arena 
Birmingham tonight 
(Thursday). The Los 
Angeles band fronted by 
rocker and movie star | 

Jared Leto, pictured, 
have sold more than 15 
million albums worldwide 
and release fifth studio 
album, America, in April. 

Sam Smith is at the Genting 
Arena on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Embrace are back with seventh album, Love Is 
A Basic Need, 20 years on from their debut, and a 
gig at the 02 Institute in Digbeth next Thursday. 


Sweet soul music and 
sounds like Sabbath 

How Sweet It Is for soul fans with a Motown tribute 
show of that title at Wolverhampton’s Grand Theatre 
on Saturday and then a triple bill at Birmingham’s 
New Alexandra Theatre on Sunday featuring those 
native New Yorkers Odyssey, Rose Royce’s Gwen 
Dickey and Brum’s own Jaki Graham. 

Meanwhile, the songs of John Fogerty will be 
heard at Bilston’s Robin 2 tonight when tribute 
band Creedence Clearwater Review hit the stage. 
Tomorrow (Friday) Legend, the Bob Marley 
Experience, bring classic reggae to the Mount 
Pleasant venue. Also at The Robin, Kick Up The 80s 
play Saturday and the sounds of ‘Madchester’ will be 
aired by Stone Roses tribute Adored and Oasis tribute 
Definitely Maybe on Sunday. Forever Sabbath pay 
homage to Ozzy and co at the Robin on Wednesday. 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


TRADITIONAL REAL ALE 


Manager Mandy always 
ensure a warm welcome to 
customers old and new at the 
Waggon & Horses in Oldbury. 

Waggon & Horses also showcase 
all the major sporting events from 
Football to Boxing all featured 
on Sky Sports, BT Sports and 
Box Nation. 

We will be showing Anthony 
Joshua v Joseph Parker on 
Saturday 31st March, where 
FREE food will be on offer. 

The pub itself boasts a wide 
range of ciders, lagers, wines and 


spirits including ‘Real Ales’ which 
they rotate weekly. Regulars very 
often enjoy ales such as Bathams, 
AJ Ales, Oakham, JHB, Stairway 
To Heaven and MA Pardoes 
Entire, Plus many morel. 

The pub also run a loyalty scheme 
which means customers get 
lOp back on their card for every 
pound spend. 

The pub also has regular live 
entertainment over weekends and 
also offers a FREE Juke box on a 
Friday night. 



WAGGON & HORSES 



JOSHUA PARKER 


SHOWN HUE HERE 



JOIN OUR 
NEW 
LOYALTY 
CARD 
SCHEME 


10p back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 

Terms and conditions apply. 


SATURDAY 31st MARCH V^FREE JUKEBOX EVERY FRIDAY NIGHTS 

BU S NOW ON SALE 

GUEST ALES MCUMNG MIHIMS 

If (^rsport Church Street, Oldbury B69 3AD w sports 


k\H g s 


WWW.THEKINGSUK.COM 

EGSB3' 




k lifli 

Taking Vegetarian Food to a New Level 

Private Function Room Available to Hire 
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Hamlet 
(BBC2,9pm) 

The Almeida Theatre's 2017 
acclaimed production of 
Shakespeare's play, recorded 
as-live in its West End transfer 
on the stage of London's Harold 
Pinter Theatre. Andrew Scott 
plays the Prince in Robert Icke's 
production, which features the 
original cast, and is directed for 
the screen by Rhodri Huw, also 
starring Jessica Brown Findlay, 
Angus Wright, Juliet Stevenson, 
Luke Thompson, Maanuv 
Thiara, Peter Wight, David 
Rintoul, Calum Finlay, Joshua 
Higgott, Marty Cruickshank, 
Madeline Appiah, Daniel Rabin, 
Matthew Wynn, Barry Aird, Mark 
Desebrock, Penelope McGhie 
and Nneka Okoye. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Classic Mary Berry. (R) 

12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Regional Programme. 
2.00 MasterChef. (R) 2.30 MasterChef. 
R) 3.00 Film: Shrek Forever After. 

2010) Animated comedy, with the voice 
of Mike Myers. 4.25 Final Score. 5.15 A 
Question of Sport. (R) 5.45 Doodlebugs. 
6.00 Ready or Not. New series. 

Comedy game show featuring 
unsuspecting members of the 
public who face surprise 
challenges while going about their 
daily lives. Paddy McGuinness 
provides the commentary. 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.40 Regional Programme. 

6.45 Pointless Celebrities. A World 
Champions edition of the quiz, 
featuring Steve Davis, Sarah 
Ayton, Trina Gulliver, Eric Bristow, 
Kriss Akabusi, John Regis, Steve 
Collins and Jayne Torvill. 

7.35 Who Dares Wins. Nick Knowles 
hosts the game show in which two 
pairs of complete strangers team 
up, each battling to outdo the 
other by listing as much as they 
know about a given subject. 

8.20 Casualty. Glen and Robyn are 
both rushed to the ED, where he 
finally tells her the truth about his 
seizures. Bea grows concerned 
that Dylan’s alcoholism may be 
affecting his judgement. 

9.10 Troy: Fall of a City. King Priam 
takes his life into his hands to visit 
the Greek camp and Achilles. An 
agreement is reached, but the 
Greeks are furious - will the truce 
hold? Meanwhile, Xanthius’ arrest 
puts increasing pressure on Helen, 
who faces a personal crisis as her 
relationship with Paris becomes 
strained. The penultimate episode 
of David Farr’s Ancient Greek 
adventure, retelling the legend of 
the Trojan War from the 
perspective of a family at the heart 
of the conflict. Starring David 
Threlfall, David Gyasi, Bella Dayne 
and Louis Hunter. 

10.10BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Everton v Manchester 
City atGoodison Park. 

12.00 Film: Forget Me Not. (2011) 1.30 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.35 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.10 The Wonder of Animals. (R) 6.40 
Naomi’s Nightmares of Nature. (R) 7.10 
The Pets Factor. 7.30 The Dengineers. 
8.00 Absolute Genius: Monster Builds. 

8.30 Beyond Bionic. 9.00 Robot Wars. 
(R) 10.00 Gordon Buchanan: Elephant 
Family & Me. (R) 11.00 Six Puppies and 
Us. (R) 12.00 The Ladykillers: Pest 
Detectives. (R) 1.00 Film: Cromwell. 
(1970) Historical drama, starring Richard 
Harris and Alec Guinness. 3.15 
Canterbury Cathedral. (R) 4.15 The 
Secret Helpers. (R) 5.15 Big Cats About 
the House. (R) 

6.15 Easter from King’s. A selection of 
music and Gospel readings for 
Holy Week and Easter, as part of a 
week of celebrations held at the 
Chapel of King’s College, 
Cambridge. The King’s College 
Choir, directed by Stephen 
Cleobury, sings a variety of 
popular seasonal choral verses, 
including Were You There?, 
Greater Love Hath No Man, Wash 
Me Thoroughly, The Angel Rolled 
the Stone Away and Worthy Is the 
Lamb. 

7.30 Dad’s Army. Sergeant Wilson 
inherits a title following the death 
of an elderly relative and joins the 
aristocracy-much to 
Mainwaring’s annoyance. Classic 
comedy first aired in 1973, 
starring John Le Mesurierand 
Arthur Lowe. (R) 

8.00 Attenborough’s Wonder of Eggs. 

David Attenborough has a passion 
for birds’ eggs, which protect the 
young from the outside world at 
the same time as allowing them to 
breathe and are strong enough to 
withstand the full weight of an 
incubating parent and weak 
enough to allow a chick to break 
free. In this documentary, the 
broadcaster reveals the secrets of 
birds’eggs from creation to 
hatching, exploring how they are 
made, the reasons behind their 
shape and their intrinsic purpose. 
9.00 Hamlet. The Almeida Theatre's 
2017 production of Shakespeare's 
play, starring Andrew Scott, and 
recorded as-live in its West End 
transfer on the stage of London's 
Harold Pinter Theatre. 

12.15 Civilisations. (R) 1.15 Film: 
Therese Desqueyroux. (2012) An 
outspoken woman feels stifled in an 
unhappy marriage in 1920s France, and 
is driven to consider poisoning her 
husband. Drama, with Audrey Tautou. 
3.00 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Star Wars Freemaker Adventures. 
(R) 7.30 Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 
(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: The Powerpuff 
Girls. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: The Bagel 
and Becky Show. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Thunderbirds Are Go. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Wishfart. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
James Martin’s Saturday Morning. 11.25 
Who’s Doing the Dishes? (R) 12.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.30 The Harbour. (R) 

1.00 Best Walks with a View with Julia 
Bradbury. (R) 1.30 Britain’s Brightest 
Family. (R) 2.00 Celebrity Catchphrase. 

R) 3.00 Tenable. (R) 4.00 Tipping Point. 

R) 5.00 The Chase. (R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 New You’ve Been Framed! Harry 
Hill narrates a comical selection of 
mishaps filmed by viewers. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. Stephen Merchant is 
on duty as the Star Guest 
Announcer, and Stephen Mulhern 
hits the streets of Warrington for 
the latest round of In fora Penny. 
Plus, Paloma Faith takes to the 
stage in the End of the Show Show 
and the Script are in the studio for 
Singalong Live. There will also be 
plenty of surprises as more Places 
on the Plane are given away, and 
another lucky player gets the 
chance to Win the Ads. Presented 
by Declan Donnelly. 

8.30 The Voice UK. Emma Willis hosts 
the live semi-final of the singing 
contest, as the eight remaining 
contestants compete to win one of 
the four places in next week’s 
grand finale. Only four acts can 
progress to the final and for the 
first time in the series, the decision 
of which acts will go through to 
the next round and which will be 
eliminated rests entirely with the 
votes of the viewing public. 
Members of Team Oily, Team 
JHud, Team Will and Team Tom 
look to move one step closer to 
winning a recording contract with 
Polydor Records. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15Film: The Bourne Identity. (2002) 
Thriller, starring Matt Damon. 

12.20 Goodwood Members Meeting 
Highlights. 1.10 Jackpot247. 3.00 
Babushka. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 Marathon: Maraton del Meridiano. 
6.40 Triathlon: Challenge Wanaka. 7.05 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.30 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.20 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.50 Frasier. (R) 9.20 
Frasier. (R) 9.55 Frasier. (R) 10.25 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.55 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.20 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.50 The Simpsons. (R) 12.20 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.50 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.20 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.20 Coast 
vs Country. (R) 3.25 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun. (R) 4.25 A Place in the Sun: 
Winter Sun. (R) 5.30 The Secret Life of 
the Zoo. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Coastal Railways with Julie 
Walters. The actress travels from 
Newcastle to Edinburgh by high 
speed train. Along the way, she 
stops off at the coastal town of 
Alnmouth, discovers where the 
phrase Keep Calm and Carry On 
originated, visits the world’s 
biggest gannet colony, and goes 
out to sea with a lobster breeder. 
When she reaches her destination, 
she discovers the connection 
between the railway and the 
famous Balmoral Hotel. (R) 

8.00 Britain at Low Tide. In Fife, Tori 
Herridge explores a wreck close to 
the scene of one of Britain’s worst 
railway disasters, and assesses 
the role it played in the rescue 
operation. A series of holes in 
rocks on the foreshore lead Tori 
and the archaeologists to the story 
of an industry that once dominated 
the local shoreline, and depended 
wholly on the power of the sea. 

She also examines stone carvings 
left in caves by one of Scotland’s 
oldest tribes. Last in the series. 
9.00 Film: Taken 3. (2014) Ex-CIA 
agent Bryan Mills’ efforts to finally 
live a quiet life are shattered by the 
death of his ex-wife. Just when 
things seemingly can’t get any 
worse, he is framed for her murder 
and must fight to clear his name. 
Action thriller sequel, starring 
Liam Neeson, Forest Whitaker and 
Maggie Grace. 

11.10 Film: AVP: Alien vs Predator. 

(2004) Scientists are caught up in 
a battle between two races of 
deadly extraterrestrial creatures in 
a mysterious pyramid. Sci-fi 
thriller, starring Sanaa Lathan. 

1.00 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 1.45 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.55 The 
Question Jury. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.10 Film: Gone with 
the Wind. (1939) 2.30 Film: Oklahoma! 
(1955) Rodgers and Hammerstein’s 
musical Western, with Gordon MacRae. 
4.00 5 News Update. 4.05 Film: 
Oklahoma! (1955) Concluded. 5.15 Can’t 
Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away: 
Final Demand. Documentary 
giving an insight into the world of 
debt collection from the 
perspectives of people who owe 
money, their creditors and those 
who collect the payments. 

7.00 Cruising with Jane McDonald. 

The singer returns to Naples in 
southern Italy, from where takes a 
ferry to Capri, an island famed for 
its rugged landscape, upmarket 
hotels - and shopping experience. 
Here, Jane wishes to fulfil an 
ambition she has had all her life - 
to follow in the footsteps of 
English actress, singer and 
comedian Gracie Fields, once the 
biggest star in the UK, who spent 
the years leading to her death in 
1979 living in the region. It proves 
to be a poignant journey that 
comes to rest at Grade’s 
graveside. (R) 

8.00 Inside Windsor Castle. A look 
back at the series of events that 
shaped the monarchy between 
1936 and 1952, using dramatic 
reconstructions and an 
extraordinary archive of film. 
Edward VIM’s abdication in 1936 
meant that his brother eBertie’ 
became King George VI, and his 
eldest daughter Elizabeth was now 
suddenly and unexpectedly heir to 
the throne. When the Second 
World War broke out, Elizabeth 
and her sister Margaret moved 
into the safe haven that was 
Windsor Castle, which Elizabeth 
loved for its history and its 
heritage, while for Margaret it was 
one big adventure playground. (R) 
8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Most Shocking Sexist TV of All 
Time. Through archive footage 
and talking heads, a look at how 
gender politics has played out on 
television from the 1960s to the 
present day. 

10.30 20 Moments That Rocked the 
80s. Cherie Lunghi presents a 
countdown of memorable 
moments. (R) 

12.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Inside 
Manchester’s Midland Hotel. (R) 4.00 
The X-Files. (R) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Kingdoms of Central America 
8.00 The Silk Road 9.00 Below the 
Surface 10.30 Top of the Pops: 1985 

11.30 The Highwaymen: Friends Till the 
End 12.25 The Highwaymen Live 2.25 
Lost Kingdoms of Central America 3.25 
Top of the Pops: 1985 3.55 Sounds of the 
Seventies-Solo 4.00 Close 

ITV2 

11.55 Celebrity Catchphrase 12.55 
You’ve Been Framed! Gold 1.55 Film: 

The Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas 
(2000) 2.55 FYI Daily 3.00 Film: The 
Flintstones in Viva Rock Vegas (2000) 
3.40 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 4.40 
FYI Daily 4.45 Film: Nanny McPhee 
(2005) 5.45 Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday 
(2007) 6.45 FYI Daily 6.50 Film: Mr 
Bean’s Holiday (2007) 7.30 Film: Skyfall 
(2012) 8.35 FYI Daily 8.40 Film: Skyfall 
(2012) 10.15 Celebrity Juice: Easter 
Special 11.05 Family Guy 12.05 
American Dad! 1.05 Action Team 1.35 
Release the Hounds 2.35 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.45 
Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.20 Film: Carry On Cruising (1962) 
2.05 Film: Carry On Up the Khyber 

(1 968) 3.55 Carry On Forever 7.00 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Vera 1.00 
Carry On Forever 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 

2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

12.25 The Big Fish Off 1.30 ITV Racing 
Live from Musselburgh. 4.00 Film: 
Dunkirk (1958) 5.10 FYI Daily 5.15 Film: 
Dunkirk (1958) 6.45 Film: Aces High 
(1976) 7.45 FYI Daily 7.50 Film: Aces 
High (1976) 9.00 Film: Lethal Weapon 
(1987) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: 

Lethal Weapon (1987) 11.10 Film: Fire 
Down Below (1997) 12.10 FYI Daily 
12.15 Film: Fire Down Below (1997) 

1.20 River Monsters 2.20 The Protectors 
E4 

I. 00 Young Sheldon 1.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 4.00 The Great Celebrity Bake Off 
for Stand Up to Cancer 5.15 Extreme 
Cake Makers 6.00 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: The Watch (2012) 11.00 
Gogglebox 12.00 Naked Attraction 1.05 
Five Star Hotel 4.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 4.45 Rude(ish) Tube 

Film4 

II. 00 The Indian in the Cupboard (1995) 
1.00 The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie 
(2004) 2.45 Robots (2005) 4.30 The 
Princess Diaries (2001) 6.45 Back to the 
Future (1985) 9.00 Conan the Barbarian 
(2011) 11.10 Veteran (2015) 1.40 Ninja 
III: The Domination (1984) 3.45 Close 
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Bill Nighy 


Ordeal by Innocence 
(BBC1,9pm) 

New series. Three-part 
adaptation of Agatha Christie's 
novel, starring Bill Nighy. The 
former husband of a murdered 
heiress prepares to remarry 18 
months after her adopted son 
was convicted of killing her, 
before dying himself in a prison 
brawl. However, the wedding 
preparations are disrupted by 
the arrival of a mysterious 
scientist who has returned from 
an expedition to the Arctic - and 
who claims to be able to prove 
the supposed murderer is 
innocent. Anthony Boyle, Anna 
Chancellor, Morven Christie, 
Crystal Clarke, Christian Cooke, 
Alice Eve, Matthew Goode, Ella 
Purnell, Eleanor Tomlinson, 
LukeTreadaway, Brian 
McCardie, Luke Murray, Hayden 
Robertson, Catriona Mcnicoll 
and Abigail Conteh also star. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 Painting the Holy Land. 10.00 
Easter Day From Sheffield Cathedral. 
11.00 Urbi etOrbi. 11.25 Film: The 
Silent Child. (2017) 11.45 Bargain Hunt. 
(R) 12.25 BBC News; Weather. 12.40 
Film: Shaun the Sheep Movie. (2015) 
Animation, featuring the voice of Justin 
Fletcher. 2.00 MasterChef. (R) 3.00 
MasterChef. (R) 4.00 MasterChef. (R) 

4.30 Escape to the Country. (R) 5.00 
Songs of Praise. 5.35 BBC News. 5.50 
Regional Programme. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. New 
series. Mariella Frostrup and Rev 
Richard Coles present a third 
series of the art contest, which 
begins with 10 contestants getting 
a masterclass in still life in 
Glasgow. The painters must each 
depict an object they have brought 
with them from home, before 
visiting a distillery to produce a 
large scale painting of the stills 
and fermenters. The finished art is 
displayed to members of the 
public, who get the chance to vote 
for their favourite, before Judges 
Lachlan Goudie and Daphne Todd 
decide who will be the first to be 
eliminated. 

7.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker, Anita 
Rani and Joe Crowley explore 
West Yorkshire, meeting a 
beekeeper who came to the county 
as a refugee and discovering Emily 
Bronte’s passion for wildlife. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

8.00 The Generation Game. Mel 

Giedroycand Sue Perkins host the 
first of two special episodes 
reviving the classic game show in 
which teams of family members 
compete in bizarre challenges. 
9.00 Ordeal by Innocence. New series. 
Three-part adaptation of Agatha 
Christie’s novel. As the widower of 
a murdered heiress prepares to 
remarry, the identity of his wife’s 
killer is called into question. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, with 
highlights of Chelsea v Tottenham 
Hotspur at Stamford Bridge and 
Arsenal v Stoke City at the 
Emirates Stadium. 

11.30The Women’s Football Show. 
12.05 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.10 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.20 Coast. (R) 6.50 Glorious Gardens 
from Above. (R) 7.35 Life in a Cottage 
Garden with Carol Klein. (R) 8.05 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.35 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.30 Saturday Kitchen Best 
Bites. 11.00 Spring Kitchen with Tom 
Kerridge. (R) 11.45 Lorraine Pascale: 
Howto Be a Better Cook. (R) 12.15 
M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Coast. (R) 1.15 
Pilgrimage: The Road to Santiago. (R) 

2.15 Canterbury Cathedral. (R) 3.15 RAF 
at 100 with Ewan and Colin McGregor. 

(R) 4.45 Film: War Horse. (2011) First 
World War drama, starring Jeremy 
Irvine. 

7.00 Down the Mighty River with Steve 
Backshall. In the conclusion of 
the two-part programme, the 
naturalist travels down the Baliem 
River’s lower gorge, one of the 
most dangerous stretches of white 
water in the world surrounded by 
jagged rock walls. His exploration 
of the surrounding jungle leads to 
an encounter with a tribe that has 
had little contact with the outside 
world. As he concludes his trek in 
the river’s coastal reaches, he 
faces a crisis of conscience as he 
witnesses a traditional crocodile 
hunt. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear. Matt LeBlanc, Chris 
Harris and Rory Reid test drive the 
latest SUVs through the medium 
of horse trialling, and are joined in 
the studio by Jason Manford. Plus, 
Chris takes an explosive drive in 
the new Alpine A110. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 Conspiracy Files: Murder in 
Washington. The murder of 
political campaigner Seth Rich 
during the 2016 US presidential 
campaign, which has become the 
subject of rumours that he had 
released internal e-mails to 
Wikileaks. 

10.00 Mock the Week. Ed Gamble, 

Milton Jones, Miles Jupp, Nish 
Kumar and Felicity Ward join host 
Dara 0 Briain and regular Hugh 
Dennis for the topical comedy 
show. (R) 

10.35 Top Gear: Extra Gear. The team 
try and solve Tokyo’s transport 
problems, and are joined by 
racing drivers Enaam Ahmed and 
Chris Breen for a chat about the 
Monte Carlo Rally. Last in the 
series. 

11.00Film: Selma. (2014) Fact-based 
drama, starring David Oyelowo. 

1.00 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 1.55 
Holby City. (R) 2.55 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.50 Super 4. (R) 
7.00 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: The Tom and Jerry Show. 

(R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 

(R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The 
Animated Series. (R) 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Spy School. 9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure 
Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Love 
Your Garden. (R) 10.00 Countrywise. (R) 
10.30 The Voice UK. (R) 12.00 Ant & 
Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway. (R) 1.30 
ITV News; Weather. 1.40 Film: Willy 
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. 

(1971) Musical fantasy, with Gene 
Wilder. 3.45 Catchphrase. (R) 4.30 ITV 
News; Weather. 4.45 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.00 Tipping 
Point. (R) 

6.00 The Chase: Celebrity Special. TV 

presenters Fiona Bruce, Rick 
Edwards, Kate Humble and Joe 
Swash pit their general knowledge 
against a trivia expert as they try to 
win thousands of pounds for 
charity. However, they must work 
as a team to build their prize pot 
and stay one step ahead of the 
Chaser. Bradley Walsh hosts. (R) 
7.00 Change Your Tune. New series. 

Baz Ashmawy hosts the musical 
challenge in which some of the 
country’s worst singers perform 
live, then undergo weeks of 
training to improve their voices, 
with the contestant who makes the 
most progress winning £10,000. 
The first episode features a teacher 
who wants to be good enough to 
join the school choir, an amateur 
actor who has stage presence but 
not musical skill, a care worker 
who wants to be able to sing at her 
daughter’s wedding, a HGV driver 
who sings while driving around 
the country, and a music lover who 
has a hard time staying in tune. 
8.00 The Durrells. Larry and Louisa 
return to England, where Larry 
falls in with a group of Bohemian 
artists living in London, including 
writer Henry Miller. Back in Corfu, 
Gerry saves a donkey. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. 

Gabriel joins Ruby on an outreach 
programme to a tea plantation. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Film: Sherlock Holmes. (2009) 

12.40 Marcella. (R) 1.30 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Take on the Twisters. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night Feast. 

(R) 1.35 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.30 The Simpsons. (R) 
3.00 The Simpsons. (R) 3.30 Ice Age: 
The Great Egg-Scapade. (R) 4.00 Film: 
Dumbo. (1941) Disney animated 
adventure, with the voice of Edward 
Brophy. 5.15 The Great Celebrity Bake 
Off for Stand Up to Cancer. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Homes by the Med. Charlie 

Luxton visits the Spanish island of 
Mallorca, where he discovers an 
Arab bath house that is over 1,000 
years old in Palma’s old town. (R) 
8.00 Escape to the Chateau. As Dick 
and Angel prepare for winter, they 
attend a food festival in Rouen, 
where they hope to find inspiration 
over what to do with their fresh 
fruit and vegetables. Angel adds 
the finishing touches to the 
floating geodesic dome in time for 
a family sleepover, while Dick gets 
to work fixing the crumbling 
stucco. Last in the series. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie makes a move, 
Wellington has a reckoning and 
Saul expands an operation. 
Espionage drama, starring Claire 
Danes, Mandy Patinkin and Linus 
Roache. 

10.05 Film: The Green Mile. (1999) A 
prison guard amazed by the 
healing power and gentle nature of 
a man on death row comes to 
doubt his guilt. Supernatural 
drama, starring Tom Hanks and 
Michael Clarke Duncan. 

1.25 The Supervet. Professor Noel 
Fitzpatrick and his team fight to save the 
leg of a much-loved golden retriever, and 
a French bulldog with twisted elbows 
needs a wheelchair and some surgery. 

(R) 2.20 Coastal Walks with My Dog. The 
first of two programmes in which 
celebrities and their canine companions 
showcase Britain’s coastal beauty spots, 
beginning with trips in North Devon, 
Pembrokeshire and Dorset. (R) 3.15 
KOTV Boxing Weekly. Action from two 
bouts featuring Reece Bellotti and Philip 
Bowes. 3.40 The Question Jury. An 
opinionated new juror arrives. (R) 4.35 
George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. A 
school teacher building a classroom 
inside a salvaged plane. (R) 5.30 
Streetmate. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.15 The Secret 
Life of Puppies. (R) 6.20 Mofy. (R) 6.25 
Simon. (R) 6.35 Simon. (R) 6.40 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.45 Oily the Little White Van. 

(R) 6.55 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 7.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.30 
Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 7.45 Ben 
and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.00 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 8.10 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 8.20 Peppa Pig. (R) 8.40 
Peppa Pig. (R) 8.45 Thomas & Friends: 
Journey Beyond Sodor. (R) 10.05 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.35 
Police Interceptors. (R) 11.40 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.40 Film: Joe Kidd. 
(1972) Western, starring Clint Eastwood. 
2.25 Film: Space Cowboys. (2000) 
Adventure, starring Clint Eastwood. 4.55 
Film: Stargate. (1994) Sci-fi adventure, 
starring Kurt Russell. 5.55 5 News 
Update. 

6.00 Film: Stargate. (1994) Concluded. 
7.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The officers try to recover £13,000 
owed by a high-performance car 
dealer in Birmingham, and in 
Wolverhampton the agents chase 
nearly £2,000 owed to a car hire 
company. (R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The agents chase up a £3,000 
deposit owed by a landlord to his 
tenant, and officers try to recover 
£25,000 from a nightclub owner 
for unpaid solicitor fees. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Film: Bruce Almighty. (2003) God 
tires of a down-on-his-luck 
reporter’s constant complaining, 
so passes on His powers to give 
him a taste of ultimate 
responsibility. The newsman falls 
in love with his extraordinary 
abilities - but a never-ending 
stream of incoming prayers and 
his ambitious attempt to please 
everyone soon prove there is more 
to the job than meets the eye. 
Comedy, starring Jim Carrey. 
10.005 News Update. 

10.05 Film: Bruce Almighty. (2003) 
Concluded. 

11.05 Film: Just Go with It. (2011) A 
plastic surgeon pretends to be 
going through a divorce and 
persuades his assistant to pose as 
his soon-to-be ex-wife. Romantic 
comedy, starring Adam Sandler. 
1.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Inside 
Manchester’s Midland Hotel. (R) 4.00 
The Railways That Built Britain with Chris 
Tarrant. (R) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Only Connect 7.30 University 
Challenge 8.00 Painting the Holy Land 
9.00 Timewatch: WWI Aces Falling 10.00 
The Battle of Britain 11.40 Operation 
Jericho 12.40 Dancing in the Blitz: How 
World War Two Made British Ballet 1.40 
Revolution and Romance: Musical 
Masters of the 19th Century 2.40 
Timewatch: WWI Aces Falling 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

12.15 The Voice UK 1.55 Britain’s Got 
Talent: Top 10 Golden Buzzers 2.55 Film: 
Happy Feet Two (2011) 3.55 FYI Daily 
4.00 Film: Happy Feet Two (2011) 4.50 
Film: Hop (2011) 5.50 FYI Daily 5.55 
Film: Hop (2011) 6.45 Film: Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory (2005) 7.50 FYI 
Daily 7.55 Film: Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory (2005) 9.00 Film: 
Spectre (2015) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: Spectre (2015) 11.55 Family Guy 

1.20 American Dad! 2.15 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV3 

11.10 Film: Carry On Cowboy (1966) 

1.10 Film: Carry On Behind (1975) 3.10 
Film: Carry On Camping (1969) 4.55 
Midsomer Murders 6.55 Vera 9.00 Larry 
Grayson: Shut That Door 11.00 Film: Are 
You Being Served? (1977) 1.00 Blue 
Murder 2.30 Carry On Forever 4.10 Road 
to Avonlea 5.55 ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

12.20 When English Football Ruled 
Europe 2.20 Stuck on You: The Football 
Sticker Story 3.25 Film: Police Academy 
2: Their First Assignment (1985) 4.25 FYI 
Daily 4.30 Film: Police Academy 2: Their 
First Assignment (1985) 5.10 Goodwood 
Members Meeting 6.10 The Big Fish Off 

7.15 Film: The Scorpion King (2002) 

8.15 FYI Daily 8.20 Film: The Scorpion 
King (2002) 9.00 Film: Jaws (1975) 
10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: Jaws (1975) 

11.25 Film: The Assassination of Jesse 
James by the Coward Robert Ford (2007) 

12.25 FYI Daily 12.30 Film: The 
Assassination of Jesse James by the 
Coward Robert Ford (2007) 2.35 Football 
Rivalries 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 

E4 

12.25 Film: Dragonball Evolution (2009) 
2.00 The Big Bang Theory 5.00 The 
Goldbergs 5.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 6.00 
Young Sheldon 6.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 6.55 Film: Eragon (2006) 9.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 The 
Inbetweeners 11.05 The Big Bang Theory 
12.00 Five Star Hotel 1.00 Five Star 
Hotel: The Finale 2.05 The Inbetweeners 
2.35 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 




STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


MNA 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 
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MONDAY 

Z for Zachariah, BBC2,10.30pm 

A woman lives alone on a farm that belonged to her 
family in the aftermath of a nuclear apocalypse, 
believing herself to be the last survivor of the human 
race. Her simple life is disrupted by the appearance of 
a second survivor, and they adapt to working together 
- but the arrival of a third individual threatens 
everything they have built. Sci-fi drama based on 
Robert C O’Brien’s novel, starring Margot Robbie, 
Chiwetel Ejiofor and Chris Pine. (2015) 

TUESDAY 

Sabotage, Channel 5,10pm 

The members of an elite Drug Enforcement 
Administration team secretly keep the millions of 
dollars they find during the raid. When they are killed 
off one by one, the leader becomes convinced one of 
his men is getting rid of the others to keep all the 
money, and sets out to expose the murderer. Action 
thriller, starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. (2014) 



WEDNESDAY 

First Class Fear, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

After being left at the altar, a woman has a brief affair 
with a handsome stranger on a plane, which 
ultimately puts her and everyone else on the flight in 
danger. Thriller, starring Lacey Chabert. (2013) 

THURSDAY 

3 Days to Kill, Channel 5,11.05pm 

A CIA agent learns he is dying, and decides to quit 
the agency so he can spend his last few months 
trying to rebuild his relationship with his estranged 
daughter. He is tempted to go back on his word when 
an old colleague offers him an experimental drug that 
could save his life - if he agrees to carry out one last 
mission. Action thriller, starring Kevin Costner. (2014) 

FRIDAY 

Hellboy II: The Golden Army, ITV, 10.45pm 

The demon superhero, aided by a team from the 
Bureau of Paranormal Research and Defence, leads 
the fight against renegade elf Prince Nuada who is 
intent on reawakening an unstoppable robot army and 
bringing about the demise of mankind. Action fantasy 
sequel, starring Ron Perlman. (2008) 



A group of famous faces 
live the dream in Nevada 


H ave you heard the one about 
the British showbiz legends 
trying to make it in Las Vegas? 
This new five-part series follows 
famous faces from comedy, music 
and variety from the 1960s, 70s and 
80s as they head to the 
Entertainment Capital of the World 
with a chance to fulfil the dream 
they thought had long gone. 

The eight stars are double act 
Cannon & Ball, entertainer Bernie 
Clifton, comedian Mick Miller, 
pianist and entertainer Bobby 
Crush, singer Kenny Lynch, 60s pop 
idol Jess Conrad, actress and 
singer Anita Harris and Hi-de-Hi! 
actress Su Pollard. 

Cameras follow the group from 
their departure from the UK to the 
moment they step onto the stage in 
Sin City. They’ll live in a house 
together, explore and enjoy the 
Vegas Strip and rehearse and 
reminisce together. 

Viewers will also be given an 
insight into the legends’ vast and 
varied careers as they look back 
and talk about their incredible lives. 


The culmination will be an hour- 
long special of their variety 
performance at a world-famous 
theatre in the Nevada desert. 

Despite decades of experience in 
the industry, Vegas is an eye-opener. 

“I suppose the equivalent in 
England is Blackpool - that is the 
Vegas of England, but there’s 
nothing like Vegas,” Jess explains. 

“We played in a beautiful theatre 
called the Orleans theatre. And to 
get there you had to go through a 
mile of slot machines and Kenny 
Lynch and I were sitting at one of 
the machines. Then a lady of a 
certain age came over and said, 
‘You’re in my seat’. 

“I said, ‘I’m in your seat?’ She said 
‘Yes, I’ve been sitting on that seat for 
50 years’. 

“And then I realised, of course, 
that she probably comes every day 
and the place was full of women of 
about 50 gambling on these slot 
machines.” 

Another aspect that the celebs 
found bizarre was being part of a 
reality show. 


“It’s a new art form, I suppose,” 
Jess says. 

“We’re wired up all day, from eight 
in the morning to ten at night and 
they say, ‘Be careful what you say’, 
but if you don’t say anything you 
don’t get any viewing time. 

“We were a great group and 
nobody fell out. It was a real happy 
family.” 

The man tasked with taking the 
veteran stars under his wing is 
legendary producer Frank Marino. 

“He’s the most fabulous man,” Su 
says. “He’s Mr Showbiz. He just 
came straight in there, looking 
marvellous, he had a fantastic jacket 
on, sparkly, and his hair if gorgeous. 
He’s very handsome, I’d have him in 
my house anytime.” 

There was another unexpected 
development for the stars while they 
were in Vegas - the mass shooting 
at Mandalay Bay. 

“It was really horrendous,” Jess 
admits. “Because everyone was so 
devastated, we all kind of decided 
that the show must go on.” 



BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Lenny Henry: The Commonwealth Kid 
BBC1, 9pm 

Lenny Henry was born in Dudley in the West 
Midlands, but prefers to describe himself as a 
Commonwealth kid, the son of Jamaican parents 
who came to the UK as part of the post-Windrush 
generation in 1957. As a result, he’s perhaps 
perfectly placed to present this documentary, in 
which he explores the deep-rooted relationship 
between the crown, the Commonwealth and its 2.3 
billion people. He begins by touring the Caribbean, 
stopping off in the Bahamas and Jamaica, where 
he hears what being a part of this league of nations 
means to ordinary people, from street vendors to 
teachers and students. Henry also examines the 
wider relationship between all of the people of the 
Commonwealth, and what binds them together. 

TUESDAY 

The Great Celebrity Bake Off for Stand Up to 
Cancer 

Channel 4, 8pm 

Comedians Alan Carr and Aisling Bea, Paralympian 
Kadeena Cox, and actress Teri Hatcher compete in 
the final programme of culinary challenges. Judges 
Paul Hollywood and Prue Leith set the celebrities 
some tough tasks, beginning with a muffin 


signature, followed by a test of their pie-making 
abilities for the technical, and then a showstopper 
cake challenge that may see dreams may turn to 
nightmares. These brave celebrities are all baring 
their bakes to raise money for Stand Up To Cancer 
- and to encourage viewers to do the same. 

WEDNESDAY 

Commonwealth Games 2018: The Games 
Today 
BBC2, 7pm 

Highlights of the opening ceremony at 
Carrara Stadium in the city of Gold Coast, 
Queensland, Australia, as the 21st staging of 
the Games was officially declared open. The 
Games were last held in Australia at Melbourne 
2006, and Gold Coast overcame Hambantota, Sri 
Lanka in the bidding process back in November 
2011 to win the right to host this event. 

At the heart of this ceremony was 
the traditional Parade of Nations, 
the Competitors’ Oath and the 
finale of the Queen’s Baton Relay. 

THURSDAY 

Big Cats About the House 
BBC2, 8pm 

Documentary following the work 


of Giles Clark at his sanctuary for big cats in Kent. 
Maya the jaguar is 10 weeks old and is starting to 
push the family to their limits as she wreaks havoc 
in the house, destroying the bookshelf, getting into 
the fridge and ripping up the sofa. However, after 
an appearance on breakfast TV with Giles, she 
becomes a big-cat ambassador. Giles also takes in 
a five-month-old cheetah called Willow, who is 
recovering from an incident where she 
broke her paw, and travels to Kenya to 
help lions in need. Last in the series. 

Not Going Out 
BBC1, 9pm 

Lee Mack and Sally Bretton star in the 
domestic comedy which sees the couple 
appear to go from one disaster to the 
next, while coping with their three 
kids, Lucy’s disapproving 
parents, Lee’s feckless 
dad Frank and their 
world-weary friends 
Toby and Anna. This 
week the couple 
become addicted to 
a TV boxset, 

causing them to 
cancel dinner 


with Toby and Anna at the last moment. But when 
they lie about the reason, it only succeeds in 
opening up a huge can of worms. 

FRIDAY 

Sounds Like Friday Night 
BBC1,7.30pm 

New series. Greg James and Dotty for live music 
and interviews, direct from Television Centre in west 
London’s White City. Synth-pop group Years and 
Years and rock band Snow Patrol both perform their 
new singles for the first time on live television, while 
American pop superstar Meghan Trainor also 
graces the show. Dotty will be heading head out 
and about, interviewing major stars wherever they 
are in the world - over the course of the series, 
she’ll be chatting to the likes of Little Mix and Gary 
Barlow. 

I Don’t Like Mondays 
Channel 4, 8pm 

New series. Comedy game show, hosted by Alan 
Carr, in which everyone in the audience arrives with 
their resignation letter in hand and, with the help of 
a celebrity guest, Alan whittles participants down to 
the lucky chosen one via hilarious games, surprise 
guests, a celebrity executive board and the novel 
use of a filing cabinet. 



TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. There are 
obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list 
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are possibly the best in 
the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with 
us you will save yourselves ££££s 
for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY 


INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 



PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 


Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 
Top quality electric operated rolling 
garage door 

Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

Totally maintenance free 

So neat & compacted & space saving, giving 

you extra width & extra height 

White as standard, other colours available 

Roller garage doors, absolute top quality 

garage door, for lower than 

UK high street DIY retailer 


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01376 571778 

www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com 


★STAR CLUTCHES LTD &* 
*' REPAIR CENTRE 

(MMBCDSS QflGXDBB 
[LOPSuDGDS 

• MECHANICAL REPAIRS • GEARBOXES 

• MOT • BRAKES 

• CLUTCHES • WELDING 

• GENERAL SERVICING • DIAGNOSTICS 

163 Great Bridge Street B70 ODJ _ 

0121 572 1253 ^ 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 

01384 456490 or 07976 227034 



m i 

Doors & Windows Ltd 

842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 



COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New Improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold French 
Doors Patio Doors 

From £999 From £649 


The ASA 
regulates ads 
on websites. 


#socialmediatoo 











































BRAIN GYM 


No.473 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


M 
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3 
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Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Words in action? 

( 8 ) 

5. Bring in a number 
to help - sharpish! 

(4) 

9. Woeful cry from a 
girl, we hear (4) 

10. False 
encouragement 
given on debts (8) 

11. Dog that is 
scientifically 
famous (5) 

12. Accident-prone 
tourist? (7) 

13. Soldier-husbands 
who try to supply 
all one’s needs (7,6) 

18. Acquitted the sailor 
having found the 
right answer (8) 

19. He won’t go out 
with his mates (4) 

20. Walked back 
around a man 
sleeping (7) 

21. Case that may be 
looked into (5) 

22. Title of pantomime? 17. Salt and ice in 
(4) 

23. Bearing gifts we 

hear, vaguely (8) (7) 


Down 

2. Its meals are usually 
late (7) 

3. Don’t approve but is 
liked somehow (7) 

4. I, for one! (7,6) 

6. Downfall of a 
barber? (7) 

7. Wastes the rewards 
(7) 

8. A model employer 

( 6 ) 

13. Given protection, 
being cautious (7) 

14. Rum’s not what the 
cure’s made of (7) 

15. Put in charge again 

( 6 ) 

16. Make watchful 
remarks? (7) 


flexible combination 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Dusk (8) 

5. Sell (4) 

9. Region (4) 

10. Encumbrance (8) 

11. Foolish (5) 

12. Function (7) 

13. Execution order (5,8) 

18. Kingdom (8) 

19. Bucket (4) 

20. Ease (7) 

21. Exclude (5) 

22. Sward (4) 

23. Helped (8) 


Down 

2. Belligerent (7) 

3. Handbill (7) 

4. Somersaulting (4,4,5) 

6. Fetter (7) 

7. Reduce (7) 

8. Coming (6) 

13. Fault (7) 

14. Ring-like (7) 

15. Listen (6) 

16. Utter (7) 

17. Weather (7) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Bad egg; 4 Treble; 

9 Fruitless task; 10 Enlist; 11 Totem; 12 Ambit; 
14 Demur; 18 Heaps; 19 Sternum; 

21 Philosophical; 22 Lagged; 23 Crisis. 

Down: 1 Buffet; 2 Double meaning; 3 Gates; 

5 Rosette; 6 Blast furnaces; 7 Eskimo; 8 Cease; 

13 In store; 15 Chapel; 16 Estop; 17 Smalls; 

20 Ether. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Remote; 4 Aplomb; 9 
Disinterested; 10 Cholera; 11 Singe; 12 Acrid; 

14 Adder; 18 Ropes; 19 Heather; 21 Going for a 
song; 22 Denote; 23 Chaste. Down: 1 Reduce; 
2 Misconception; 3 Tense; 5 Pleased; 6 On 
tenterhooks; 7 Badger; 8 Delay; 13 In sight; 

15 Frigid; 16 Throw; 17 Brogue; 20 Abash. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Which artist painted the ceiling of the 
Banqueting House in Whitehall? 

2. Which golfer was noted for wearing all¬ 
black outfits? 

3. Which island includes New York boroughs 
Queens and Brooklyn? 

4. Who wrote A Brief History of Time, 
published in 1988? 

5. Which present-day city was the capital of 
the Byzantine and Ottoman Empires? 


6. Which organs are affected by asbestosis? 

7. Which author was married to Jonathan 
Dimbleby? 

8. To which country do the Stewart and 
Chatham Islands belong? 

9. Who did Steve McClaren succeed as 
manager of Middlesbrough football club? 

10. What type of animal is a capuchin? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Evelyn Waugh; 2 Staffa; 3 George 
Peppard; 4 Farthing; 5 Queen’s Champion; 
6 Thelonius Monk; 7 Zagreb; 8 Max Von 
Sydow; 9 Punjab; 10 Jeremy Paxman. 
Niner: EDUCATION 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

62873 gives a home, 

6284578 gives another home, 

215239 gives a home for animals. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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deader 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 





Ultimate Emmerdale 

Studio, Village & Meet a Star 

Departing Saturday 19 May 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Yorkshire 

✓ Guided tour of the Emmerdale TV Village 

✓ Timed admission to the Emmerdale Studio 
Experience 

✓ Exclusive meet and greet with Mark Charnock at 
the Bradford Hotel 


Royal Ascot 

Ladies Day 

Departing Wednesday 20 Jun 

from Brownhills, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel 

✓ Admission ticket to the Windsor Enclosure at 
Royal Ascot on Ladies’ Day 

✓ En-route visit to Oxford 


Emmerdale Village 

Studio Experience & Harrogate 

Departing Saturday 14 Jul 

from Brownhills & Walsall 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night DBB at a selected hotel, Yorkshire 

✓ Timed admission to the Emmerdale Studio 
Experience 

✓ Guided tour of the Emmerdale TV Village 

✓ Free time in Leeds and Harrogate 


Buckingham Palace 

& London 

Departing Saturday 11 Aug 

from Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4-star outer London 
hotel with dinner and full English breakfast 

✓ Admission ticket to Buckingham Palace State 
Rooms with coach transfer 

✓ Free time in London 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 169 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 159 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 149 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 119 


Coach package holidays are subject to Omega Holidays terms and conditions and are protected by a bond held with ABTA (No.V4782). Tours offered subject to availability. Errors and omissions excepted. Prices shown are per person, based on two people sharing a dbl/twin room. Single supplements apply. 


omegabreaks.com/RT ® 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


API Quote 033 numbers are free within Or Visit US 

UwvUU IoU Uwl OMRT otherwise standard rates apply. Online at 
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Replace your existing 
conservatory roof with a 
Guardian Roof and create 
a comfortable environment 
all year round for you and 
your family 


West 

Midlands 


Unit 7, Sedgley Road, 
Tipton, DY4 8XA 


COLD IN WINTER & 


INSULATED REMOTE ROLLER 
GARAGE DOORS 


ALL INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 


www.gasservewestmidlands.co.uk 
24hr call out Call us on 

. 01384 621765 / 07513094763 


TYRES & EXHAUSTS 


Tyre fittings ■ Puncture repairs 
Exhaust fitting ■ Free tyre pressure check 
Battery replacement 
Catalytic converter fitting 


Beautiful flowers for every occasion, 
stockist of Yankee Candles and 
Goose Creek Candles. 

Order Online 

Or Call 

Sarahs Rose Garden 6 College Road, B321AB 

_ 


Sarah’S 

fee 

AS-syrdi'n 


garden florist 


Russells Hall Hospital.01384 456111 

Sandwell General Hospital.0121 553 1831 

Severn Trent.0800 783 4444 

National Gas Emergency Service...0800 111 999 

Adult Social Care.0845 352 2266 

Bins and Recycling.0845 359 7501 

Children’s Services.0845 351 0131 

Crimestoppers.0800 555 111 

Victim Support Line.0845 30 30 900 

NSPCC Helpline.0808 800 5000 

NHS.Ill 


HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
Commercial & Residential Work Undertaken 


7 Unity Walk Funerals 

Owen Street Memorials 

Tipton Floral Tributes 

West Midlands Bespoke Funeral Plans 

DY4 8QL Home Arrangements On request 


Y 

G&LAason Ltd 

Funeral Directors 


Established 2016 


0121 557 7550 / 0748459545 
glmfuneraldirectors@gmail.com 
24 hour Service / 7 days a week 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 




Wella and 
goldwell stockists 


UNISEX HAIR 
Dawn and Jackie look forward to seeing you 
Come and see us, you won’t be disappointed 
We specialise in latest styles: 

• Colours • Perms • Highlights 

• Children’s Hair Cuts 

OAP special rates Tues and Wed 


154 Malt Mill Lane, Halesowen Tel: 0121 5591686 


CELEBRATING OVER 33 YEARS 

WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT BOARDS 


P«il 


o 


• • 


• Painting 

• Paperhanging 


• Tiling 
1 Flooring 


Call Nick: 07792865975 

nick@harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


Call us for a FREE quote 
on 0121 557 8471 


Plumb Serve 


Plumbing & Heating 

SPECIALISTS © 


Under Floor Heating * 
LPG Work* 
Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste * 
Full Bathroom/En Suites Installed * 
Radiators Fitted/Removed * 
Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced * 
Boiler and Full Central Heating Systems * 
Installed and Serviced * 
Landlord Safety Checks * 


dmdw 


Lovety Breaks 

in the 

Yorkshire Dales 


Families Welcome 


Breaks Available All Year 


■TD1 

your local 1 
company / 


Garage 

Doors 


?/c 




o 


UP & OVER GARAGE DOORS 


SIDE HINGED GARAGE DOORS 


• Energy efficient roof 


• Adds value to your property 


HENDERSON, CARDALE, GARAD 
HORMAN, WESSEX 


Quick and easy to install 


Free Quotation 


• Retain warmth 


• Cool on sunny days 


0800 080 7076 

0121 532 0784 


DOUBLE 


GLAZING 


B&L Shutters and Garage Doors Ltd 

Unit 4 Hainge Business Park, /yxx 

Hainge Road, Tividale, B69 2NU ( QF ) 

Telephone: 0121 557 0260 

Email: info@bandlshutters.co.uk www.bandlshutters.co.uk 


Exchange your Combi Boiler for an Ideal Vouge Boiler 
with a 10 year warranty and receive the following- 

• Free Wireless Thermostat 

• Free First Service 

• Free Boilermag Filter!!!!! 
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TOO COLD IN WINTER & 
TOO HOT IN SUMMER 


Replace your existing 
conservatory roof with a 
Guardian Roof and create 
a comfortable environment 
all year round for you and 
your family 




West Midlands Fire Service.0845 5000 900 

National Debtline.0808 808 4000 

Rape and Sexual Abuse Support ...0808 802 9999 

RSPCA.0800 1234 999 

Samaritans.08457 90 90 90 

Drink Line.0300 123 1110 

Age UK.0800 169 6565 

South Staffs Water.0800 389 1011 

Cruse Bereavement Care.0844 477 9400 

Shelter.0808 800 4444 

Missing People.116 000 


CELEBRATING OVER 33 YEARS 


WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES, ORANGERIES, PORCHES, FASCIAS & SOFFIT BOARDS 



At we care about the customer 


Long Lane, Blackheath 
Halesowen B62 9LS 

Open weekdays 9am to 5.30pm 
Sat 9am to 4pm, Sun CLOSED 




Garage 
Doors 


your local 
company 



UP & OVER GARAGE DOORS 
SIDE HINGED GARAGE DOORS 


ALL INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 


I HENDERSON, CARDALE, GARADOR, 
HORMAN, WESSEX 


FRONT GUARD ENTRANCE DOORS 

ALL INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 

HENDERSON CARDALE GARADOR HORMAN WESSEX 


B&L Shutters and Garage Doors Ltd 

Unit 4 Hainge Business Park, 

Hainge Road, Tividale, B69 2NU 

Telephone: 0121 557 0260 

Email: info@bandlshutters.co.uk www.bandlshutters.co.uk 


-MIDLAND- 

PET SUPPLIES 


WE OFFER A FULL RANGE OF 

• BIRD/PIGEON FEED 

• RABBIT FEED 

• CHICKEN FEED 

• HORSE FEED 

• DOG FOOD 


145 Potters Lane, Wednesbury, West Midlands. WS10 OAT 

0121 556 1497 

www.cosworthstudfeeds.co.uk 





liMKtDKtil 

UNISEX HAIR 
Dawn and Jackie look forward to seeing you 
Come and see us, you won’t be disappointed 
We specialise in latest styles: 

• Colours • Perms • Highlights 

• Children’s Hair Cuts 
OAP special rates Tues and Wed 


154 Malt Mill Lane, Halesowen Tel: 0121 5591686 



* Concrete Products 

* Massive Stock Fencing & Timber 

* Sheds/Gates made to order 

* Collection & Delivery Available 

* Trade & Public welcome • Open 7 Days 


® t QS‘Q 4MD o 

194-196 Springhill Hockley, Birmingham B18 7BS 

; f 1 ■ ■ I ' r ' I " ~ 1 1 ' 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! stockist of energas products 

DELIVERY & COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE 


GRINSELL’S SKIP HIRE LTD 


- . Established 

. AH sizes of Skips ^ BuHcTrans pori 
. Reliable Serv'c aV , 0 n^ 

. Waste fransi ^ . 

Avcled Products 


mmm (mkhh urn tanm mmh 




Roll Ends Reduced To Clear! 

• Free Quotes«Free Local Delivery«Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 


129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 




HERITAGE 

BUILDERS 

MERCHANTS LTD 


Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands B64 4AJ. 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, hardcore, cement, blocks, 
timber, plasterboard, golden gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle 

- f I 



WE ARE TARGETING 
YOU TO VOLUNTEER! 


Just a few hours each week can 
enhance your life by helping others 
CALL US NOW ON 0121 544 8326 


Volunteer Centre 




thing for home brewing 

and winemaking 

ComilMiatvi'MtfeSirl 


— i Come an 

New bigger shop! 

E 13 H * 


I l J. # . l ’ E , ( Traditional f Brow Your I 

he Ar« w BAR Re a| Ale 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 

Work Undertaken j 

Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation J 


:«»*-% ij Tirol 


Building: 

New Homes 
Extensions, 
Renovations, 
Grant Work & 
General Building 


• Experts in disabled 
adaptions 

• No obligation 
quotations* 1 

• Competitive rates for 
over 50's - 
Quote this ad 


A 


Caltoursof 


»..mi»gham Ltu 

Coach Excursions from Birmingham 

Sunday 23rd September 2018 

HIGHLAND AND LOWLAND SCENIC RAILWAY ADVENTURE 

£675 per person sharing • Single supplement £35 • Discount for NT member £10 
2 Warrens End, B’ham, B38 9QD 

Tel: 0121 459 7524 

www.caltours-coach.co.uk 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Traditional home 
in a much sought 
after quiet location 

In a much sought after, quiet and traditional 
location, this three-bedroomed semi-detached 
house in Romilly Avenue, Handsworth Wood, 
Birmingham, is for sale through loveyourpostcode. 
com at offers over £224,950. 

This avenue within Handsworth Wood has a wealth 
of amenities on its doorstep. 

Families will be drawn to this wonderful home with 
ample living space, well-proportioned bedrooms and 
schooling within walking distance. Perry Hall Park is 
just a few minutes’ walk away, but with a garden as 
generous as this property offers, there is certainly 
enough room for a game of football, tennis, you name 
it, said a spokesman for the selling agents. 

It has an ample driveway with mature garden, 
providing ample kerb appeal. 

Into the porch and entrance hallway you begin to 
appreciate the space in this home. 

The lounge has a bay window allowing plenty 
of natural light to flood the room, and the second 
reception is equally as light and spacious. 

The kitchen, having been extended, is afunctional 
space which opens into the extension. Here there 
is plenty of room for entertaining, with access to the 
garden and patio area. 

Rising to the first floor via the open staircase, you 
will find three well-proportioned bedrooms, with a 
bay window to the master. The family bathroom has a 
three-piece suite with a corner bath. 

The garden of this home is well maintained. The 
paved area is perfectly situated to extend the living 
space even further with room for al-fresco dining. 

“The property is not overlooked so there is a real 
feeling of privacy,” added the company spokesman. 

The driveway to the front can accommodate several 
vehicles with ease and there is the benefit of an 
attached garage for additional storage including a 
utility room. 

The surrounding area has excellent commuting 
links to the city centre, with Perry Barr train station 
within walking distance. Local schools include St 
Marys C of E Primary and Cherry Orchard Primary 
School and Nursery. 


HANDSWORTH WOOD £224,950 




YOU DESERVE MORE 


% POSTCODE 


Buv Sell Invesl Prt 


loveyourpostcode.conT 01922 215 116 0800 862 0870 


































PROPERTY 



Popular location for five-bed detached home 


An extended detached five 
bedroomed home, 119 Tower 
Road, Tividale, Oldbury, has good- 
sized accommodation and lies in a 
popular and convenient location. 

It is within walking distance of New 
Birmingham Road and City Road 
which in turn provide public transport 
services providing links into Dudley, 
Oldbury, Rowley Regis, Birmingham 
and other surrounding areas. 

Within walking distance of local 
shops available at the bottom of 
Tower Road, together with schools 


OLDBURY 

£349,950 


for all age groups, it is for sale 
through Tom Giles Estate Agents at 
£349,950. 

With gas central heating and 
double glazing, it stands set back 
from the roadside behind a driveway 
with parking for four/five vehicles. 

It also has a reception hall, a 
lounge/dining room with a glazed 


bow window to front and French 
doors to the rear garden. The dining 
room features ceramic tiled flooring 
and there is open access into the 
kitchen. 

Outside is a driveway to front 
with parking for four/five vehicles, 
a lawned garden, a garage and 
a a rear garden including a pear 
tree, a pergola with a grape plant, a 
vegetable plot with a fig tree and a 
gate opening onto lawned area at 
the rear. Contact Tom Giles on 0121 
552 6171. 


Forthcoming Cottons I 
Auction 

Thursday 24th May 2018 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 



■6T 





Considering Selling 
^ by Auction? 

Call for your 

No Obligation 

\ Appraisal 

Considering 
Buying at 
Auction? 

Call for your 

Catalogue 




Auctioneers 

of Residential and 
Commercial Property, 
Land and Development 
Opportunities 

0 f . 

r. 1 K 

_ ]_ (V f'r ; V v M - 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or email:auctions@cottons.co.uk 

www.cottons.co.uk 



AUCTIONS 

BIGWOOD 


SELL YOUR PROPERTY 
UNDER THE HAMMER 


with the West Midlands’ most 
successful auction network* 


N/ 


Entries now invited for our next auction on 

Wednesday 9th May at Aston Villa FC 


© 


CALL US TODAY ON 

0121 233 5046 


www.sdlauctions.co.uk 
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Aeriels 


Carpets 


Garage Doors 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
. ANY LIKE FOR LIKE . 

1 QUOTATION BEATEN '"S ' 


r 


7 


Senior Citizen Discounts 
2 Year Guarantee 
Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 
Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Sandwell Based 
0121 441 2891 
Mobile: 07853 253176 





We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 



L M S 1 

GARAGE DOOPS 

All types of doors] 
supplied and fitt^ 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey and 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18701 



Double Divan Bed 
Free Headboard 
2 Free Drawers 
Was £699 NOW £399 



3 Seater Sofa 
only 

£399 


“SET <*n>e. s 

from only 

£72 


Gardening 


from 

£3.50sq yd 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 


WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65 •SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


Carpentry 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£450 

complete with handles 


External UP VC and composite doors 
also available 

Opening 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM Hours 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 10am - 2pm 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 



PLUS FREE FITTING 

(on selected carpets T & C’s Apply) 


mm 


0121 S88 7116 

West Brom, Walsall 
Wednesbury 


0121 330 3633 

Tipton, Oldbury 
Smethwick 


01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley, W’ton 


Decorating 


Driveways 


Co our i!one 


Interior & exterior pai nting 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


fjdii iuny -- 

<r\‘ 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Oyer 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 



Fencing 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 



• ALL AREAS COVER 

For a free quote call 

0121 532 2263 or 07951 536929 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


Registered Company EPP31221 


Lawley & Son 

DRIVEWAYS 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 

Professional quality work at 
competitive prices • ig 

All work undertaken 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 or 07376 612163 


Jap Man 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 
No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804 124 730 


I ROWAN 

TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, 

N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) ■“ 

All staff C.R.B. Certified rHEEB 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 



Weed-free paving * No maintenance 
Non-sinking • Block paving 
and Tarmac 
Digger Grab Hire 

Various patterns and colours available 
Re-sealing service available 

Free Quotes 
Tel: 0121 574 0596 
Mobile: 07967 657539, 


I Turfing 
I Slabbing 

I Ornamental Gravel 
I Driveways/Patios 
Cleaned 

• Gardens Cleared 


ALL AREAS 
COVERED 

No Job Too Small 

FREE 

ESTIMATES 


Tel: 0121 
531 6295 
or 

07866 

623841 


REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

Fora high quality 
local service call: 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 ■ 



Plumbing 


U S E H O L D- 

_ M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
™ ■ Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-602 6776 j 
\—www.household-plumbing.co uk ^ 





























































































































Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 



Property Maintenance 


Roofing 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Bunding work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 5565294 Mobile: 07817 727261 


Roofing 




Plumbing & Heating 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


A 


mmm 



INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
[on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


IXlQsijtngi FD^TTTf!dtng] 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS I 

Free Quotation 

07961 140885 




KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
9121 557 5958 




A1 Little Job Man © 


(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

3 Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


nm i 

•fill 



Tom Corbett Roofing Services 


Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement & Cleaning 

ELIiTEl BlSteilii cS: 

•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 /07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


0121 553 3020 


Rubbish Removal 


A.J.B. Waste Management 


Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation 

FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS 

Small Jobs NOT A PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free quotation 

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGE, 

WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE. 

You can also bring your own waste 
to our fully licensed transfer station ~ 

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH 


Tel 0121520 7731 ~ 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH fE 

A CHEAP RUBBISH WW 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM ft — - 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 



Upholstery 


RE-UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 

Specialists in Re-upholstery, Repairs and Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 


Choice of patterns / Quality Warkmariom H ^ 

sofa workshoRMI 

Oldbury 

Tel: 07816*51^492 an^mej 
email: vince.gandley@yahooTcom ^ 


Skip Hire 

L. 


RUSSELL SKIPS 


(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 




All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


You should 
be able 
to trust the 
ads you see. 

If an ad is wrong, 

the ASA is here to put it right. 


ASA.org.uk 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 





CARAVAN for sale, North Wales, 
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick 
sale, mint condition. 07590 124226. 


STATIC CARAVAN FOR 
SALE 

Swift Moselle, 7 years old, 
two bedrooms, 12ft x 32ft, 
sited at Challaborough Bay, 
South Devon. 

07527 430037. 

To email pics and more info. 


STATIC CARAVAN for sale, wharf 
caravan park Worcester, 6berth, 8 
month site £9500 including rates. 
Call 07792 578832. 


STERLING ECCLES 
MOONSTONE 2009 MODEL. 

Immaculate. Motor mover, 
alarm, Alko hitch lock and wheel 
lock, full awning, porch awning, 
built in m/wave, radio, new 
heavy duty battery, extras. 
£9,000 ono. 07703190445. 


WANTED Motorhome, will pay upto 
£3,000 cash. 

01543 375409 / 07866 407209. 


BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


\ 

Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 


Meadow Holidays 

Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 

“Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside bv waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 


Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 


FreeAdi 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 



JUMBLE SALE 

Zion Family Church. 
Langley Green Road, 
Langley. 

Thursday, April 5. 
7pm. 



L Home & 
Services 


BAKELITE RADIO 50 s Ecko radio, 
perfect condition, prop or collector 
item, classic radio. £100 ono. 
07719 299463. 



A MUST CLEAR FOR NEW STOCK 


AUTOS FROM £89, COOKERS, FIRES, 
FRIDGE FREEZERS, ALL DOMESTIC 
APPLIANCES AT SALE PRICE! 

- Past & Present - 

24 - 26 church street, Bilston 
(opposite town hall). 
01902 403770 


NEW WORLD gas hob, almost new, 
stainless steel, genuine reason for 
sale £10. 01889 803664. 



6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (incvat) 
WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 


nm&ME33 


Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

01922 712184 


C B SHEDS 
St FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 
Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


SHEDS NOW 

Quality Garden Buildings 
Made to Measure at Competi¬ 
tive prices 

Sheds * Summerhouses * 
Planters * Arbours and more.. 

Now at Swan Pit, Gnosall, 
Stafford ST20 OEE 

www.shedsnow.co.uk 

0800 698 0093 



READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

WANTED Belle cement Mixer. Elec¬ 
tric, 240 volt. Cash waiting. 

01543 671436. 

WANTED Play Station 2 Game Need 
for Speed Underground. Also 
1950's/60's bank notes wanted. 
07717 338587. 



FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 



LEATHER SUITE 

Taupe. Three seater settee, 2 
chairs. Cost £3,200 five years 
ago. Good condition. 

£250. 

01922 403712. 


Furniture 


'PrcArxk *-b?>«>v-Oc>i-T^L 



Over 1000 Mattresses in stock whether its Budgets, Orthopaedic, Memory 
Foam or Pocket Sprung. We are your One Stop Bed Shop - We manufacture 
every conceivable mattress at the lowest factory direct prices - Cheap Junior 
Matts from £29.00 - Medium quality matts from £39.00 - Ortho and Memory 
Foam from £59.00 - Complete Divan Beds from £79.00 - Fashion & Bunk 
Beds in designer metal and wood. Ottoman Storage and Drawer Divans - You 
name it we have got it at the right price made to measure sizes and special 
requests a speciality. Factory Shop open 7 days major credit cards welcome 




LEATHER & FABRIC RECLINER 
CHAIRS UPTO 70% OFF 
DISPLAY MODELS 
EG GUVNOR 
RECLINERIN 
WINE 

WAS £999 %•] 

NOW £299 


100’S OF LEATHER & FABRIC SOFAS, CORNER SUITES 
AND RECLINER SUITES - MANY HALF PRICE 
Open Everyday 10am-5.30PM OPEN SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 

BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, 
TIPTON DY4 8XF. 

OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

__ 0121 557 6885 

WZ* INTEREST FREE CREDIT (T/C’S APPLY) HP 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Ad vertisements( Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


✓ CASH PAID * 
£300+ PER OUNCE 

FOR 9 CARAT GOLD. 
ANY AMOUNT COLLECTED! 

Lady Buyer 

gold coins, pre - 47 silver coins, 
watches, costume jewellery, porcelain, 
any oriental items, old brass items, any 
silver items, War medals military etc. 

HOUSE CLEARANCES! 

Call: 01922 495066 . 

w or 07971 783206 V 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 



CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


r\r\ bub 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 

mstmsmommmm 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 

COMPLETE BATHROOMS Bath¬ 
room design and fitting, flooring, 
tiling and more, call 07497 826697. 


Building Services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 
Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 579 592 


Building Supplies 


RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 


\ 

Carpet Fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


Driveways & Patios 



The Block Paving Specialists. 
Patios, Driveways, Pathways, 
Landscaping & more. 

We will neat any like for like* 
written-quote \ 



Garage 


^ Conversions 

ALL GARAGE CONVERSIONS 
CATERED FOR OAP discounts, 
Free quotes call 07522 643706 


Fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
FOR YOU! 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified 
Sales Representatives and 
would recommend them to 
anyone! They have done a 
very professional job with 
my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 
Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


A PORTWRy 
TP* FENCING 

SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £69 S 

Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 

Sat 8am -12noon Hvinfiin® 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 

\ 

Gardening Services 

v_ 

H. COOPER & SON Landscaping / 
garden maintenance. No job too 
small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632. 

Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 

jTy All garden work, tree felling/lopping 

1 pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

, patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 

01922898710 / 07973177 976 

\ 

Gas Fitting 

V 

( GAS 'l 
SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 

Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 

Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 

READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

\ 

Gates 

v_ 

ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/ fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 

\ 

Handyman Services 

v_ 

HANDY MAN - All trades, washing 
machines, outside taps, showers, 
plumbing, heating, decorating & 
more. Free quotes: 07497 826697. 

HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes call 07497 826697. 

YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 

LOCK & CARPENTRY plumbing, 
plastering, small job specialist. Call 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 

\ 

House Clearances 

V 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 

House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

\ 

Kitchen Fitters 

v_ 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


Lock Services 

v_ 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

\ 

Plans Prepared 

v_ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

■\ 

Plastering 

V 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01543 327130 or 075T9 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 

\ 

Plumbing & Heating 

v_ 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

Keiron Jones Plumbing & Heating 

Full heating systems £2200 
Boiler Changes £1100 

Longer warranty available upon request, 
fires and surrounds also available. 

For Free Quotes Call: 

01902 403823 07811 855231 

PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

\ 

Removals 

V 

CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 

KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 86222 a 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 

Roofing 

v 

MASONS R00FW0RKS 

A SMALL COMPANY WHO 

DO NOT USE CONTRACTORS. 
GUTTERS CLEANED OUT 

FROM £60 

Ridge Tiles Re-bedded/pointed 
New and Flat Roofs. 

Gutters and Fascias 

All aspects of Roofing undertaken. 
Free quotes. 

All Work Guaranteed. 

01922 278012 

0800 689 0932 

MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 

A 

Rubbish Removal 

_ 

LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 

\ 

Skip Hire 

v 

A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 

Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


AAA SKIP HIRE all sizes available, 
competitive prices : 01922 711411 
(option 2) or 07592 940556. 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480 / 07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


GOLDSHILL SKIP & 
SELF DELIVERIES 

BRING YOUR WASTE 10 US 

(any size vehicle) 

General, green, wood (can work out 
cheaper than a skip) 

OR 

HIRE A SKIP FROM US - 

Phone for prices 

0121 557 3346 


82 Pikehelve Street, 
West Bromwich, B70 OTU 



~\ 


Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 

I--\ 


4 

Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 


Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


5 * 

Business & 
. Farming 


Commercial 
^ Premises 

UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



Property 





NOTICE TO READERS 


It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 
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HIGH STREET, WEST BROM, 

Modern Studio & 1 Bed Flats. 
Walking distance to town centre. 
Low rent / affordable deposit. DSS 
35 + welcome. Call 07967 016425 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 




J9accommodation.com 


ONE BED FLAT WILLENHALL 

Town Centre. New kitchen / bath¬ 
room. ElOOpwk. Deposit required. 
No texts. 07976 781003. 

THREE BED FLATRushall, nr 

Walsall, available now. DSS 
welcome. 07443 917182. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


We buy houses 

Sell your house fast 

- avoid repossession 

- behind on payments 

-job relocation 

- unwanted inheritance 

What more - 
we buy in any condition 
No estate agent fees 
We pay all your legal fees 

ACT NOW! 

BaiS HtiEt us on: 

07796801219/07988882090 


Jobs 


Properties Wanted 


HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fast Sale? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 

No Fees? Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, GUARANTEED, instant o££er today! 


Call 0121 663 1797 

or text "Cash" to 66777 
yeshomebuyer^.c-om 




HOUSEKEEPER 

required for a local company 
based in Smethwick to work 
within our busy premises. 
This will involve general 
cleaning duties ana drink (tea 
and coffee) making. You will be 
working in a clean and tidy 
environment and the hours of 
work are from 
8.00 a.m. until 3.00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday inclusive. 

If you are interested, 
please telephone 
Barbara on 
0121 420 0739 


Motoring 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



BIRMINGHAM: 5-6 May (also 5-6 Sept.) 
WOLVERHAMPTON: 25-26 July (also 17-18 Nov.) 
STOKE-ON-TRENT: 6-7 August TELFORD: 8-9 August 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A PHLEB0T0MIST 


Introduction to Phlebotomy 

TWO DAY COURSE - NATIONALLY RECOGNISED 

• Allied Healthcare Career Path accredited 

• Accredited (advanced) qualification 

• No previous experience required 

For more info. 

or to book online: WWW. 


r. geopace 


com 


;h demand in: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector - MOD - Research 


Full Time General 


REPORTERS 


star 



The Midland News Association, publisher of the Shropshire Star, is looking for 
senior reporters to join its team. 

This is the ideal role for an ambitious, dedicated and enthusiastic writer with a proven 
track-record of digging out the best off-diary news stories, features and analysis. You 
should be comfortable writing for a range of publications including newspapers and 
magazines. 

We are looking for journalists able to come up with ideas and deliver compelling 
content on a consistent basis. 

You must be an NCTJ-trained journalist, able to deliver accurate, entertaining copy to 
meet strict deadlines. You must have a full, clean driving licence. Some experience of 
working in a newsdesk role would be an advantage. 

You will benefit from a competitive salary, 25 days annual holiday and the chance to 
develop your career at Britain’s largest independent regional news company. 

Apply by e-mail to: 


SHROPSHIRE STAR EDITOR 


MARTIN WRIGHT 


AT EDITORIAL,SUPPORT@SHROPSHIRESTAR.CO.UK 


by 5pm on Tuesday, April 3. 


PRESTIGE 


BMW 316i SE 

Silver, 52 plate, Full leather 
interior, FSH, All MoTs, 
36,000 miles. 

One owner. Mint condition. 

Offers around £2,800 
01543 451892/07950 
925798. 



FIAT 500 DIESEL BY 


(model not fuel) 

2011, 55,600 miles, Diesel 
green metallic, EW, stop/start, 
AC, Bluetooth, usb, glass roof, 
CD player, CL, MOT, 1 previous 
owner, alloys, tinted rear 
windows, spare wheel, tool kit, 
fsh. 

£4,700 o.n.o 
07918 621300 (no text) 


BARGAIN 


TOYOTA RAV 4 
XT4 D - 4D 

2006, 2.2 diesel, 
12 months MoT, 
£2,500. 

01902 410764. 





FORD FIESTA 1242CC 


1999, Zetec, 

MoT November 2018, 
3Dr, petrol, 
central locking, 
ideal first car. 
£375 o.n.o. 


07722 887933 


Walsall. 



LEXMOTO VALENCIA 125 Scooter, 
FSH, 2060 miles, 2014 reg plate, 
MoT, , genuine reason for sale, 
excellent runner. £650. 07419 
327978. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 



.iLr. 

CROWN 




Guaranteed best price 
for your unwanted 
cars and vans 

07903 549849 

buyer will call 


TtiaJ wMaika 



THE ONLY READ FOR 
REAL FANS 
EVERY MONDAY 


Express & Star 
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Local 

Information 


PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 

or email marie. hogg@ 

expressandstar.oo.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
of receipt) 


LICENSING ACT 2003 

I Scott Beasley of Re - Bar 173 
Halesowen Rd Old Hill 
B64 6HX Herby give notice I 
have applied under SI 7 Licensing 
and in accordance with SI 2 
Licensing Act 2003 for a Premises 
Licence for the above mentioned 
premises, namely 
For the Sale of Alcohol 
Mon - Sun 08:00 - 23:00 
Any person wishing to make 
a representation regarding 
the application must do so in 
writing to Trading Standards 
and Licensing Adult Social care, 
Health and wellbeing 
Sandwell Council House PO Box 
2372 OldburyB69 3BS , 
email: licensingteam@sandwell.gov.uk 
not later than 16th April 2018. A 
copy of the application may be 
inspected during normal business 
hours. 

It is an offence, liable on conviction 
to a fine up to level 5 on the 
standard scale, under section 158 
of the licensing act 2003 to make a 
false statement in or in connection 
with this application. 

PMB LICENSING 
(Authorised Agents) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Adkins Lane, Galton Road and Lightwoods Hill, 
Smethwick) (Temporary No Waiting At Any Time Restriction) Order 2018, has made 
an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles from waiting along the following lengths of 
roads in Smethwick: Adkins Lane - both sides - between Lightwoods Hill and Bearwood 
Road; Galton Road - both sides - between Hagley Road West and Adkins Lane; 
Lightwoods Hill - both sides - between Adkins Lane and Beechwood Road. The provisions 
of the Temporary Traffic Regulation Order are likely to be in effect for 18 months, effective 
from 01/04/18. Purpose - no waiting cones will be place on all or some of the specified 
lengths of roads when events/activities are being held in Lightwoods Park or House which 
necessitate the implementation of a temporary no waiting restriction to assist with safety 
issues and traffic flows for Sandwell MBC (Lightwoods House & Park Manager). 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Pemberton Road, West Bromwich) (Temporary 
Road Closure) Order 201 8, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from 
proceeding via Pemberton Road, West Bromwich. The maximum duration is 18 months, 
but the work is expected to be completed by 22/09/18 effective from 06/04/18. 

It is anticipated that the work will be carried out in six phases: Phase 1 - north of 
Pemberton Road access road from Hawkestone Crescent (06/04/18-03/05/18); Phase 2 
- Pemberton Road access road from Hawkestone Crescent - No.62 Pemberton Road 
(04/05/18-31/05/18); Phase 3 - west of Finchpath Road (04/06/18-28/06/18); Phase 4 - 
east of Finchpath Road - (30/06/18-26/07/18); Phase 5 - outside Nos.42 - 48 Pemberton 
Road (27/07/18-23/08/18); Phase 6 - east of Botteley Road (24/08/18-20/09/18). 

A diversion route will be signed via Pemberton Road for all phases. Purpose - to install 
new storm and foul sewer connections by Lovell Ltd. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Sandfield Road and Elford Road, West Bromwich) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2018, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit 
any vehicle from proceeding on the following roads in West Bromwich: Sandfield Road 
between Wychnor Grove and Elford Road (3rd- 20th April 2018). The diversion route 
will be signed via Walsall Road, Stone Cross Roundabout, Walsall Road and the southern 
access to Sandfield Road. Elford Road between Sandfield Road and the northern boundary 
of No. 2 Elford Road (23rd April - 11th May 2018). The diversion route will be signed via 
Sandfield Road. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be 
completed by 11th May 2018, effective from 3rd April 2018. Purpose - gas main renewal 
works by Balfour Beatty for Cadent Gas Limited. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 

DC/18/61589 DrHallan Site of Former 14 to 28 Proposed two storey medical 

Dr Hallan & Queslade Close centre comprising of GP 

Partners Great Barr surgery and pharmacy with 

Birmingham associated parking and 

landscaping works. 

This is a Listed Building Consent application. 

DC/18/61614 Kangaroo Wednesbury Library Proposed internal alterations 

Pouch Walsall Street at first floor level to facilitate 

Limited Wednesbury WS10 9EH new nursery including 

provision of toilets, kitchen, 
staff room and store. 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, 

Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5.00p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive 


SEEKING FRIENDSHIP AND 
COMPANIONSHIP 

with a lady sincere, 
who is caring and has a happy 
personality, who like to meet a 
gentleman, widowed, just 73 
years young, GSOH, with 
similar personality, sharing 
company for day and evening 
occasions, chats and coffees. 

Cannock and Rugeley areas. 

Box Number P21120, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

WIDOW 80 

Ex Carer, would like to meet a 
caring gentleman age 75-80 
years to share my life with, for 
outings, holidays and going out 
for meals. 

Pelsall or Aldridge area, 
genuine replies only. 
Photo if possible, will be 
returned. 

Box Number P21123, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


YOUNG, RETITED, SINGLE 
GENT 


Sincere, slim, GSOH, seeks 
active lady, up to 73 who enjoys 
the simple things in life, 
(perhaps widowed) for trips to 
welsh countryside and who 
enjoys ballroom/jive dancing, to 
gladden her heart. 


Please write (ALA) landline 
prefered, photo appreciarted 
(returned) 


North Birmingham area. 


Box Number P21121, 


Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 


Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


Dated 16th March 2018 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

Mrs Mary Joof Kelly has 
deserted the matrimonial 
home of, 43 Hilton Street, 
West Bromwich on the 8th day 
of March 2018 
BY HER OWN FREE WILL 
I Mr C Kelly therefore take no 
financial responsibility for her, 
however incurred. 


JOHN HENRY COLE (Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above 
named, late of 73 Mansion Crescent, 
Smethwick, West Midlands B67 7QW, 
who died on 11/03/2018, are required 
to send written particulars thereof to 
the undersigned on or before 
06/06/2018, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
the claims and interests of which they 
have had notice. 

Nicholls Brimble Solicitors, Grays 
Court, 11-15 High Street, Harborne, 
Birmingham B17 9NT. 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Bassett Road and School Road, Wednesbury) 
(Temporary Road Closures) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle 
from proceeding via the following roads in Wednesbury: Bassett Road (Manor Road - 
the eastern boundary of No.128 Bassett Road) - traffic will be diverted via Manor 
Road, Freeman Road, Friar Park Road and vice-versa. Bassett Road (Manor Road - 
the eastern boundary of No.148 Bassett Road) - traffic will be diverted via School 
Road, Carrington Road, Manor Road and vice-versa. School Road (Bassett Road - 
Carrington Road) - traffic will be diverted via Carrington Road, Manor Road, Bassett 
Road and vice-versa. School Road (Carrington Road - Dorsett Road) - traffic will be 
diverted via Carrington Road, Cobham Road, Dorsett Road and vice-versa. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 13/04/18, effective 
from 09/04/18. Purpose - implementation of traffic calming features by Sandwell MBC. 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Alexandra Road, Tipton) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit any vehicle from proceeding via 
Alexandra Road, Tipton from its junction with Thursfield Road to its junction with Watery 
Lane. Work on Alexandra Road will be carried out in two phases: Thursfield Road - Spring 
Street (anticipated dates 16/04/18 - 14/05/18); Spring Street - Watery Lane (anticipated 
dates 14/05/18 - 18/06/18). The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work is 
expected to be completed by 18/06/18, effective from 16/04/18. A diversion route will be 
signed for traffic via Owen Street, Park Lane West, Sedgely Road East, Dudley Port, Lower 
Church Lane and vice-versa. Purpose - gas main replacement works by Balfour Beatty 
for Cadent Gas Ltd. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Oakfield Road, Soho Close and Messenger Road, 
Smethwick) (Temporary Road Closures) Order 2018, intends to temporarily prohibit 
any vehicle from proceeding via the following roads in Smethwick: it is anticipated that 
the roads will be closed as follows: 

Oakfield Road (Oakfield Close to Soho Way). Soho Close (north of the access to 
Soho Close off Soho Way to Oakfield Road). Anticipated dates 09/04/18 - 07/05/18 
and 30/07/18 and 10/09/18. Traffic will be diverted via Messenger Road, Baldwin Street, 
Soho Way and via Messenger Road and Windmill Lane and vice-versa. The access only to 
Soho Close off Soho Way will be suspended and two way traffic allowed when Oakfield 
Road (Oakfield Close - Soho Way) and Soho Close are closed. 

Messenger Road (Thomas Street - Oakfield Road). Oakfield Road (Oakfield Close 
to Messenger Road). Anticipated dates 30/07/18 - 10/09/18. Traffic will be diverted 
via Thomas Street, Price Street, Cutler Street, Baldwin Street and Soho Way also via 
Messenger Road, Windmill Lane, Soho Way, Soho Close and Oakfield Road and 
vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating the road 
closures is expected to be completed by 10/09/18 effective from 09/04/18. Purpose - 
gas main renewal scheme by Balfour Beatty for Cadent Gas Ltd. 
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SWAP NUMBERS with local singles 
& couples seeking Adult Fun! 
01902 489181 / Txt: 07860 021670 


AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5*. 0121 472 7281. www.manyana 
massageparlour.co.uk 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 
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MOTORING 


Mitsubishi lifts lid on 
striking new pick-up 



What a looker 


Mitsubishi has lifted the lid on its latest Special 
Vehicle Projects model - the L200 Barbarian SVP II. 

Following on from the original and hugely successful 
SVP, this model has significant updates to the interior 
and exterior. 

The outside of the 4x4 now receives 17-inch black 
and orange alloy wheels in BF Goodrich all-terrain 
tyres, which are surrounded by wheel arch extensions. 

The fog lamp rings, door handle recess covers and 
puddle lamps are finished in a distinctive orange 
colour, while the black side steps are said to have 
been inspired by a shark’s fin. The interior has also 
been treated to an update, with the leather seats also 
featuring orange accented panelling. 

Limited to 250 units, each truck has been given an 
individual number, displayed on the headrests. 

Underneath the bonnet sits a 2.4-litre turbocharged 
diesel engine, which can be controlled via Mitsubishi’s 
Super Select system, allowing the driver to easily 
switch between two- and four-wheel drive through a 
rotary controller. This can be changed at speeds of 
up to 62mph on all surfaces. There’s a choice of six- 
speed manual or five-speed automatic gearbox. 

The SVP II comes with a comprehensive list of 
standard equipment, including a full infotainment 
system with touchscreen display, as well as Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto smartphone connectivity 
software. Other features include keyless entry, 
Bluetooth connectivity and bi-xenon headlights. 

The Mitsubishi L200 Barbarian SVP II can be ordered 
now, with first deliveries expected in May. Prices start 
at £29,830. 


DUDLEY PORT GARAGE 

OFFERING A WIDE RANGE OF 
AFFORDABLE USED CARS FOR SALE 

05 REG MERCEDES-BENZ CLK 320 AVANTGARDE 2dr Tip Auto, 
Black, Cruise Control, Radio/CD, ABS, Leather 
Seats, Front Fog, Lights. £5,495 

11 REG FIAT QUBO 1.4 8V ACTIVE 5dr MPV, Red, Bluetooth, 
Rear Parking Sensors, Trip Computer, 

Radio/CD, ABS, RCL, FSH. £4,195 

59 REG VOLKSWAGEN JETTA1.9 S TDi PD 4dr, Silver, 

Cruise Control, Trip Computer, ABS, Alloys, 

Traction Control, FSH, 88k. £3,795 

56 REG VAUXHALL ZAFIRA1.81 DESIGN EASYTRONIC 

5dr MPV, Auto, Black, Radio/CD, A/C, Alloys, 

ABS, RCL, Cruise Control, 96k.£2,795 

57 REG RENAULT MODUS 1.6 DYNAMIQUE S 5dr Auto, Blue, 

Radio/CD, Trip Computer, A/C, Alloys, ABS, 

Front Fog Lights, 36k. £2,595 

57 REG SSANYONG KYRON 2.0 SE 5dr 

Tip Auto, Silver, Bluetooth, Radio/CD, RCL, 

A/C, ABS, Alloys, Cruise Control. £2,495 

03 REG SUBARU IMPREZA 2.0 GX 4WD, 4dr, Silver, 

90k. £1,995 

07 REG VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4i 16 CLUB 5dr, Silver, 

Front Fog Lights, A/C, ABS, RCL, Airbags, 

Trip Computer, SH, 97k.£1,895 

07 REG CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 2.0i 16V EXCLUSIVE 

5dr Auto, Grey, Trip Computer, Radio/CD, Front Fog 
Lights, A/C, ABS, RCL, Alloys, FSH 87k. £1,895 

55 REG FORD FOCUS 1 .6 TDCi GHIA 4dr, Black, 

Cruise Control, Trip Computer, RCL, ABS, Alloys, 

Radio/CD Multichanger, 88k.£1,395 

55 REG RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC 1.9 DCi 130 DYNAMIQUE 

5dr MPV, Blue, Cruise Control, Radio/CD, Panoramic 
Glass Roof, A/C, ABS, RCL 95k. £1,495 

1999 (T) BMW 525 TD5 SE TOURING AUTO. £1,395 

57 REG CHEVROLET KAL0S1.2 SE 5dr, Grey, Radio/CD, A/C, 

ABS, RCL, SH, 86k.£1,195 

04 REG CITROEN C21.4i FURI0 3dr, Yellow, Radio/CD, Front Fog 
Lights, ABS, A/C, RCL, 94k.£995 

1997 (R) VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 2.0 AVANTGARDE 2dr 

Convertible, Blue, Radio/CD, ABS, Alloys, 

Full VW Service History, 82k.£795 

Unit 1 Dudley Port Business Centre 
Tipton DY4 7RQ 
www.dudleyportgarage.co.uk 

0121 557 0007 07737 119419 


Style, substance, exclusivity and 
motorsport heritage turns heads 

By John Griffiths 



In spite of its coupe-like character, the car is a four door, roomy saloon with plenty of room for adults in the rear 


A sporty and stylish car bearing the legendary trident 
badge isn’t exactly a common sight on Britain’s roads 
- but mention the name Maserati in any company and 
there’s recogntion and admiration in the faces around 
you. 

But the marque famous for its racing prowess of 
yesteryear, with the likes of Fangio and Moss at the wheel, 
is out of the pits and on its way up the field in today’s world 
of executive transport. The introduction of new models - 
including the century-old firm’s first SUV, the Levante - is 
powering Maserati’s quest for sales success. 

Its sporting heritage, Italian style, new technology and 
premium quality make it attractive to the discerning driver 
who wants to stand out in the executive car park. 

Ownership isn’t cheap - the entry level Ghibli starts at 
£51,165 - and of course it comes with nothing less than a 
3.0 litre V6 engine to endow it with the effortless power and 
grace with which the name is associated. 

Roomy 

In spite of its coupe-like character, the Ghibli (named 
after a hot desert wind) is in fact a four door, roomy saloon 
with plenty of room for adults in the back seats. The cabin 
is sporty but sumptuous - rich leather upholstery and trim 
with piano black, carbon effect and stainless steel features 
which hint at its character. 

The base level engine is a V6 diesel with 275Ps of power 
and a hefty 600Nm of torque, which combined with an 
eight-speed ZF automatic transmission makes it extremely 
responsive, but so refined in normal cruising and around 
town. The test car was powered by a Ferrari-built twin turbo 
V6 of the same three litre capacity, with 350Ps and 500Nm 
of torque - clearly no slouch. 

Both are quick - 6.3 and 5.5 seconds to 62mph - but the 
diesel wins on fuel economy and emissions. The figures 
are 47.9mpg and 158g/km for the diesel, and 31.7 mpg 
and 307g/km for the petrol but pure finances are not the 
only considerations in owning a sports saloon. It’s also 
a spiritual thing, and of course there remains uncertainty 
about how future legislation may affect diesel engines. 

There are two other versions,the even more powerful S 
(430bhp) and an all-wheel drive model, the Q4. 

The Ghibli is, basically a shorter version of the larger 
(and more expensive) Quattroporte, which has limousine¬ 
like proportions with rear seat passengers in particularly 
benefittting from generous extra legroom. The rear will 
take three adults, with a split/fold seatback system to allow 
you to carry larger items of luggage. 

As such, the new 2018 Ghibli shares a range of technical 
and mechanical improvements with its big brother. This 
includes the Integrated Vehicle Control system, a type of 
advanced stability control developed by Bosch which 
actually prevents rather than simply correcting instability. 
Both cars also get electric power steering for the first time, 


providing sharp, coupe-like handling while improving 
the functionality of the various selectable driving mode 
systems. Lane keeping assist, traffic sign recognition and 
blind spot alert are optional extensions of the system. 

The new Ghibli has also undergone restyling inside 
and out, which apart from aesthetics has improved the 
car’s aerodynamics, helping to improve performance and 
economy. It also has a limited slipdifferential and shares its 
sophisticated suspension system with the Quattroporte. 

I didn’t have the best of days for testing a sporty saloon: 
heavy rain and standing water. But it did illustrate the 
stability, and the competence of the electronic assistance 
systems, in conditions far from ideal for a powerful, rear 
wheel drive machine. It was indeed confidence inspiring. 

Comfort 

The Ghibli has several driver-selectable modes, including 
normal, manual, sport and bad weather, actually on 
steering, throttle response and (in sport mode) speeding 
up the gear changes and allowing greater use of engine 
revs. Using normal mode in restricted areas for maximum 
comfort and economy, the switch to ‘sport’ on the open 
road is a bit of a Jekyll and Flyde moment as the Ghibli 
gets to show its true character. 

The test car was also fitted with Maserati’s ‘Skyhook’ 
suspension, allowing the driver to chose a firmer, more 
sporty setting when exploiting the car’s drynamics. In 
‘normal’ mode the damping is compliant, giving you a 
smooth and supple ride. 

The Ghibli comes with a large colour touch screen 
in the centre console, controlling a wide range of 
functions including the premium audio, navigation and 
full connectivity systems. It helps reduce the number of 



The cabin is sporty but sumptuous - rich leather 

buttons to those essential for the driving modes (plus 
climate control), allowing the driver to maintain focus on 
the road as well as creating a neater cabin. Adaptive cruise 
control, ‘stop &go’ system, forward collision warning with 
emergency braking, rear crossing traffic alert, plus parking 
sensors and camera are also part of the package. 

The new Ghibli is a considerable move forward on its 
original namesake, launched some four years ago, and 
while it’s the cheapest model is a worthy rival to the mid¬ 
range executive expresses from German and British rivals. 

To Italian style there’s added substance, a rich 
motorsport heritage and a degree of exclusivity which will 
guarantee you turning heads. 


Classic cars and much more at Motorfest 



The draw will be one of many highlights on April 1 which will see over 1,000 classic cars on display at Weston Park 


Visitors to the ClassicLine Insurance 
sponsored Motorfest extravaganza 
have the chance to win a year’s free car 
insurance. 

The prize draw will be one of many 
highlights on April 1 which will see over 
1,000 classic cars on display at Weston 
Park on the Shropshire border, as well as 
live arena parades, live music and plenty of 
other family fun. 

Ian Fray, managing director at 
ClassicLine Insurance, said: “It’s no joke, 
on April 1 at Motorfest we really are giving 
away a year’s free insurance for one policy 
worth up to £250 to one lucky winner. 

“Anyone who wants to enter should come 
to the ClassicLine Insurance marquee and 
speak to one of the team for full terms and 
conditions. Best of luck to all those taking 
part.” 

Celebrating its 31st anniversary year, 
arena highlights at Motorfest near Shifnal 
will include the ‘Pride of Ownership’ 
awards plus the famous ‘Decibel Duel’ to 
find the loudest vehicle at Weston Park. 

Live music is provided by The Quik 
Beats, a five-piece rock and soul band, 
plus Keep Calm and Carrie-Anne, a solo 
act who sings everything from the 1940s 
through to modern day hits. 


Ian added: “ClassicLine has been 
providing specialist insurance for 30 years 
for classic, veteran, vintage and modern 
classics, plus to numerous car clubs. 


Motorfest will be our natural habitat and a 
great opportunity for the ClassicLine team 
to meet new and existing customers!” 

For more information, including 


ticket prices for Motorfest, visit www. 
classicmotorshows.co.uk/weston-park 
while for specialist classic car insurance, 
visit www.classiclineinsurance.co.uk 



































Walsall 99ers have signed off their first season in the D division of the YBL Mens Development League 


Action against Bromsgrove Blaze. Pic: Shaun Fellows/Shine Pix 


Former Wolgarston schoolboy Aiden Stone 


Basketball club realising 
all its hoops and dreams 



The 99ers’ growth has been staggering 


A BASKETBALL team is jumping through 
hoops following a stunning year of growth. 

Walsall 99ers, formed just over 12 months ago 
with the aim of developing the sport in the area, 
have been staggered by their success. 

Around five people originally signed up, but now the 
99ers have more than 300 players on their books from 
the age of five up to seniors. 

A host of training sessions take place across four days 
at the Bloxwich Active Living Centre with the club keen 
to further extend their playing numbers. 

Managing director Alan Caron is delighted with how 
the club has progressed over the past year and hopes 
they can continue improving and developing. 

He said: “We formed about 12 months ago and we 
became one of the first basketball teams in the region. 

“At first, there was only a few players turning up for 
training and games whereas now, we have over 300 peo¬ 
ple on our books - it’s excellent. 

Response 

“Walsall is an untapped area for basketball and the 
response has been fantastic. 

“I consider it a massive achievement for ourselves. 
I think Walsall has a secret admiration for basketball, 
it’s brilliant. 

“It’s now about us growing the sport further and 
going into schools to help promote the club and let peo¬ 
ple know we are out there.” 

The Walsall 99ers doesn’t just feature basketball, but 
a range of different sports covering all ages. The club 
also hosts walking football, dodgeball, handball, walk¬ 
ing basketball and wheelchair basketball which brings 
a community feel to the area. 

The 99ers’ first team and development squad both 
play in the same division in the Youth Basketball 
League. The development squad currently acts as a sec¬ 
ond team which features a host of youngsters around 
the age of 17, and players who have a pure love for the 
sport. 

With two games left to play, against West Bromwich 
Basketball Club and Walsall Warriors II, the develop- 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Lewis Richards 


“At first, there was only a few 
players turning up for training 
and games. Now, we have over 
300 people on our books.” 


ment side was still in the hunt for glory, hoping to ce¬ 
ment a play-off spot as the business end of the season 
draws near. 

“We have a vital games coming up,” said Caron. “It 
would be a great achievement if we managed to do get 
into the play-off finals.” 

The 99ers also have high hopes to introduce more 
teams across the domestic leagues, with the possibility 
of adding an under-19s squad to the mix go along with 
their already impressive youth system, which includes 
sides from under-11 up to under-17. 

The long-term aim would be to see the under-19s 
move out of the academy set-up and into the first-team 
leagues to support both of their successful development 
and senior squads. 

“It’s been great to see over the season a number of 
players develop within the pathway programme,” added 
Caron. 

“The under-17s have been playing up in the senior 
programme and playing key roles in the games.” 

The club holds various training sessions at the Blox¬ 
wich Active Living Centre, High Street, Bloxwich on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings and also runs 
a Saturday club at the same venue. 

Anyone wishing to join the club or attend one of the 
sessions should contact Alan Caron on 07879 861011. 

Further details can be found on the club’s website at 
www.walsall99ers.com or on Twitter @walsall99ers. 


Setting the standard for 
a bright future ahead 


CHAIRMAN Trevor Thomas believes Cra- 
dley Town have taken the first step on the 
road to a bright future after being awarded 
Charter Standard Status by the FA. 

Seen as the first step of a five-year plan to 
transform the West Midland Premier club’s 
fortunes, it follows months of hard work by 
Thomas and his committee 
Future plans include a redevelopment of 
its Beeches View Avenue home, while con¬ 
tinuing to grow the club’s new academy. 

Thomas, who has been at helm for 25 
years, said: “This is massive for us, the first 
step in what promises to be a long journey. 
“I’m excited about the future. I want the 


club to become a trademark for success.” 
Central to the club’s plans is the academy, 
which launched this season and is currently 
based at Tividale’s Ormiston School. Thom¬ 
as’s long-term hope is for it to be housed at 
Beeches View. The immediate aim is for the 
academy to gain FA youth club status. 

Cradley are also targeting an improve¬ 
ment at first-team level with Thomas hope¬ 
ful they can climb ‘one or two’ levels. The 
Hammers expect to name a new permanent 
manager by the end of the month. 

Richard Forsyth is in temporary charge 
until the end of the season, following Andy 
Wyton’s resignation last month. 


City court Key for former 
champion's Classic return 


US OPEN finalist Madison Keys will join 
British No.l Johanna Konta for this year’s 
Birmingham Classic at the Edgbaston Pri¬ 
ory Club. 

The 23-year-old American, who lost her 
first Grand Slam final to compatriot Sloane 
Stephens last year, won the Birmingham 
Classic tournament in 2016. 

She will face stern competition to regain 
her crown with two-time Wimbledon cham¬ 
pion Petra Kvitova and reigning Wimble¬ 
don champion Garbine Muguruza also set 
to compete. 

Keys missed last year’s tournament 
through injury, and is keen on making a 


comeback at this year’s event, which will be 
played from June 18-24, 

“I feel like I’ve played some of my best 
tennis on grass and I have really fond mem¬ 
ories of winning in Birmingham two years 
ago,” said Keys. 

“It was a really big result for me at the 
time and although a lot has happened since 
then, including making my first Grand Slam 
final last year, I took a lot from that week. 

“I was really sad not to be able to play in 
Birmingham last year and defend that title 
so it makes me really happy to be able to 
come back and play there again.” 


MOST schools would be pleased to produce 
one professional footballer from their ranks 

- but one Staffordshire school has produced 
two, both playing in the same position... and 
at the same Premier League club. 

Former scholars at Wolgarston High 
School, Penkridge, Aidan Stone and Adam 
Legzdins are goalkeepers at Burnley. 

Stone, who hails from Hednesford, is mak¬ 
ing his way in the game after being spotted 
playing for Brocton as a 17-year-old in Mid¬ 
land League Division One. 

Now a year older, he is building his repu¬ 
tation with the Turf Moor club’s under-23s 

- and has been given a taste of first-team 
involvement after being included in Sean 
Dyche’s senior squad for the trip to Anfield 
earlier this season. He was also in the squad 
for a League Cup tie at Leeds. 

Legzdins, meanwhile, has been there, 
seen it and done it all at the age of 31 in a 
career which saw him join Birmingham City 
13 years ago before a series of loans to non¬ 
league clubs, followed by stints at Oldham 
and Crewe before joining Burton Albion, 
Derby County and Leyton Orient, eventually 
returning to Blues as a back-up keeper to To- 
masz Kuszczak. 

He too joined Burnley last year and the 
two work closely together behind their cur¬ 
rent No.l Nick Pope, injured first choice 
shot-stopper Tom Heaton, as well as former 
Manchester United and Albion stopper An¬ 
ders Lindegaard. 

Unreal 

For Stone, it is still hard to describe how 
much his life has changed over the past 12 
months. “It’s been unreal,” he said. “It’s been 
intense because I’ve gone from training once 
a week and playing a game on a Saturday at 
Brocton to training every day. 

“It is hard work but you have got to work 
hard if you want to be a professional and I 
want this to be my career.” 

Former Blues glovesman Legzdins was 
born in Penkridge and the duo attended the 
same school. He is tipping Stone to have a 
long career in the game. 

“ It was about 18 months ago that I first 
became aware of Aidan,” he said. “My best 
friend is the head of PE at Wolgarston. He 
asked me to go in and put on a session for the 
goalkeepers so that is the first time we met. 

“I could tell he had potential straight away. 
I then found out he had gone on to represent 
England schools. And then he got the move 
to Burnley so it’s funny how things work out. 

“He has developed so much as a goalkeeper 
in his time here.” 

Stone was recently living with fellow Broc¬ 
ton product Harry Flowers, grandson of 
Wolves legend Ron Flowers, who was spotted 
by Burnley while playing for Sheffield Hallam 
University. Harry recently left the Clarets to 
join National League outfit Guiseley. Stone 
said: “Harry is a great lad. I think he will do 
really well there.” 

Stone now faces a huge couple of months. 
Out of contract in the summer, his first tar¬ 
get is to win a new deal at Turf Moor, then 
gain some first-team experience by going out 
on loan. 



Adam Legzdins while in goal for Blues 
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Three boxers 
take belts but 
blood is shed 

BLOODSHED cut short the final bout of 
Saturday night as three new champions 
were crowned on BCB Promotions’ big 
show at Genting Arena in Birmingham. 

Wolverhampton’s Kyle Williams and 
Brummies Andrew Robinson and Kash 
Ali all had belts strapped to their waists. 
But there would be no winner declared 
between Shropshire’s Craig Morris and 
Andy Keates, from Leek in Staffordshire, 
which ended a technical draw. 

Morris, defending his IBO Continental 
welterweight title, was cut by the right 
eye in an accidental third round clash 
of heads. The ringside doctor ruled the 
wound so severe for him not to continue. 

Williams, aged 26, of Whitmore Reans, 
made co-challenger Jordan Turner quit 
at the end of the seventh to become Mid¬ 
lands bantamweight boss. 

Robinson hadn’t lost with any of the 
judges when the scores were tallied after 
his 10-rounder with Nicky Jenman for 
the IBO Continental middleweight title. 

A peach of a second round punch 
rocked Sheffield veteran Dave Howe and 
saw Ali take the Central heavyweight 
title while West Bromwich’s Tommy 
Loach and Brierley Hill based MJ Hall 
recorded a draw over four rounds. 

There were four-round points suc¬ 
cesses for Coseley’s Tommy Ghent at 
welter over Lithuanian Arvydas Trizno; 
for Oldbury cruiser Matt Sen against 
debutant Kevin Williams; for Brummie 
Mussab Abubaker at super welter at the 
expense of Paul Cummings and Shakan 
Pitters, at cruiser, who beat Elvis Dube. 

Winning west Brom 
prepare for play-offs 

WEST Brom Basketball Club capped 
their regular season off with a fine 66- 
63 win over Churchbridge, effectively 
securing home-court advantage for the 
play-offs. 

Hosting the side which they started 
the season to, losing that encounter con¬ 
vincingly, West Brom were dealt a blow 
ahead of tip-off with Michal Banczer 
being forced to withdraw from the side. 

However, despite the loss of one of 
their leading scorers, Liam Sheridan’s 
side pulled out a dramatic three-point 
victory behind a team-high 16 from 
Diogo Lima-Mendes, having led by dou¬ 
ble figures throughout the majority of 
the encounter. 

West Brom started the stronger, utilis¬ 
ing a full-court press to catch the visitors 
offguard and capitalising on turnovers to 
open up a quick lead. 

Churchbridge steadied themselves 
later in the quarter, but continued to 
struggle with the quick start - and with 
West Brom smelling blood they contin¬ 
ued to punish sloppy passes and seek out 
easy points going forward. 

Player/coach Sheridan was happy 
to see his side secure a win to end the 
season, although did express some dis¬ 
appointment with his side’s showing 
through the final periods. 


Baker n home corner on Venue m l 



Coming ‘home’ - Kane Baker 


KANE Baker feels like he’s coming 
‘home’ as an improved fighter ahead 
of his return to action at the Venue 
in Dudley next month. 

Fight night has been scheduled for 
Saturday April 7 with Baker, Mid¬ 
lands champion Tyler Denny, Kane 
Baker, Les Byfield, Ryan ‘Stewart’ 
Davies, Danny Ball and Humza Ali 
all occupying the home corner. 

Baker featured on the last Venue 
show on June 9 last year, outpoint¬ 


ing Danny Little. The game Brum¬ 
mie welterweight, from Bartley 
Green, has since lost three of four 
pro contests, but all away from home 
against quality opposition, including 
Conor Benn - son of legendary for¬ 
mer world champion Nigel. 

The 27-year-old is now looking for 
his sixth win in nine contests at the 
Venue, before travelling back to Bel¬ 
fast to tackle highly-rated puncher 
Sam Maxwell on April 21. Baker 


said: “The Venue is like home to me, 
I’ve boxed there three times as a pro 
and a few times unlicensed. I’m look¬ 
ing forward to going back.” 

“I need to put on a show in Dud¬ 
ley and tl’m not going there as a 
pushover,.” 

Tickets, priced at £35 or £50 ring¬ 
side with waitress service are availa¬ 
ble by calling 07976 283 157 or Kane 
directly on 07950 933 880. Or, con¬ 
tact the latter on Facebook. 



BAGGIES chief executive Mark 
Jenkins has admitted to being 
left ‘shocked’ by the speed of 
Albion’s decline as he vowed 
to help rebuild the club. 

Jenkins claims his decision to return 
to the Hawthorns last month was mo¬ 
tivated by the hurt of seeing the Bag¬ 
gies struggle at the foot of the Premier 
League and the pain of seeing more 
than a decade of hard work unravel. 

The right-hand man of former owner Jeremy 
Peace, Jenkins was responsible for helping both 
establish Albion in the top flight and earn the 
club a reputation for financial stability. 

Yet despite recording record profits in Guo- 
chuan Lai’s first season at the helm, the Baggies 
must now seek an overdraft facility after a disas¬ 
trous £40million spending spree which has left 
them facing a fall into the Championship. 

Jenkins, who stepped down from the post of 
chief executive in December 2016, was re-ap- 
pointed by Lai last month after the owner axed 
both his successor Martin Goodman and chair¬ 
man John Williams. 

“I have come back and I am shocked at how 
much the club has changed in 14 months,” said 
Jenkins. “I am very, very surprised at how things 
have changed. From having £40m in the bank, to 
needing an overdraft facility, is quite a substan¬ 
tial shift in such a short period.” 

Jenkins has begun a root-and-branch review 
into every aspect of the club, reporting his find¬ 
ings to Lai on a weekly basis. He is committed 
to turning things around, speaking passionately 
about how he had found it tough to watch the 
club’s struggles from afar. 

“From the outside, it started to hurt, seeing 
the club lose week-in, week-out,” he said. “It 
was a club that, along with a lot of other peo¬ 
ple, I established. Jeremy worked hard, Richard 
(Garlick) worked hard, the coaching staff worked 
hard. We all put a lot of work in. For it to unravel 
in 12 months was painful.” 


Wednesbury flounder at Yardley 



Dave Hall makes a tackle as Yardley try another advance during a difficult match for the visitors 


Yardley & District 36 Wednesbury 17 

WEDNESBURY were a much-weakened side 
at Yardley, with eight players from their second 
team, including 54-year-old Andy Clarke. 

The game started at a furious pace Yardley 
wanting the win and needing the points, it 
was 10 minutes gone before they scored from 
a penalty. Wednesbury fly half had to leave the 
field after a blow to the eye, and Yardley took 


advantage scoring two tries and a conversion 
before half time. 

Wednesbury got better after the break, with 
a run to the line from Martich Beech, Matt 
Dale converting. But Yardley added to their 
tally soon after. Undaunted, Wednesbury’s 
Josh Harris dived over the line, after a ruck, 
and Dale again converted. But Yardley proved 
too much, scoring two converted tries. 


Impressive 
Butcher to 
make debut 

BIRMINGHAM have named Arran 
Butcher as their final rider for the 2018 
National League season. 

The 17-year-old impressed club bosses 
during Wednesday’s Press and Practice 
session and was set to make his debut 
last night (Wednesday) in the season 
opener against Coventry at Perry Barr. 

Edwards Plumbing Brummies Team 
Manager Laurence Rogers said: “Even 
though we’d invited a number of riders 
to audition for our 
final reserve place if 
you like, Arran ac¬ 
tually wasn’t one of 
those. 

“Milton Keynes 
Knights are running 
their Midland Devel¬ 
opment League side 
from our place this 
season and he is a part 
of their squad who were also at the track 
on Wednesday. 

“Myself and co-promoters David and 
Peter Mason were stood watching every¬ 
one and Arran caught our eye pretty 
early on. He improved every time he 
went out on track and the way he was 
really going for it impressed us. 

“I’ve worked with him at Coventry 
previously; he’s got a good background in 
motorsport having done both grasstrack 
and sandtrack and I’m looking forward 
to working with him again.” 

Flint hopes to be 
Brum bright spark 

TEENAGE ace Leon Flint can’t wait to 
get stuck into the action as a new era 
begins for Birmingham Speedway. 

The 15-year-old was set to make his 
third tier debut as Birmingham hosted 
Coventry at Perry Barr last night 
(Wednesday) - the first fixture under the 
Peter and David Mason regime. 

Flint, the British 250cc youth cham¬ 
pion, is excited to be a part of it, adding: 
“I know it’s only a challenge to every¬ 
body else, but to me it’s much bigger 
than that because it’s my first ever big 
team meeting so to speak,” Flint said. 

“There’s a lot of people who won’t 
know much about me and there’ll be 
others who’ve seen what I’ve achieved 
over the past couple of years. All of that 
has been building up to this moment and 
I want to lay down my marker.” 



Arran Butcher 
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A poster to show the award winning kebabs on offer 


Only the freshest ingredients are used 


A selection of the best pies are available 


A view showing the cleanliness of the kitchen 


Fresh, affordable food for all 
tastes with traditional values 



The smart frontage of the Stanley Road Fish and Chip Shop, going from strength to strength after opening four months ago 


“Yummy food. It is run 
by a fantastic couple 
who are friendly” 


Since having been taken over four 
months ago and given a new lease 
of life, Stanley Road Fish and Chip 
Shop in Oldbury is being hailed as 
possible the best chip shop in The 
West Midlands by the people who 
know it. 

The new owners have brought attention 
to detail and listened to the customers’ 
needs plus installed traditional family 
values along with traditional fish and 
chips. 

Their cod is fresh from the North Sea 
and brought straight to you. 

So it’s no wonder why people are 
coming from afar to try their food, not only 
can you get good old-fashioned fish and 
chips for only £2.50, a cone of chips for 
only 50 pence (not frozen chips either) or 
a kids meal with a toy for £1.50 - you will 
wonder how they make any profit! 

All the produce is fresh, the fish is 
cooked while you wait, with a wide range 
of choice to choose from, the place (no 
not the fish) is spotless and is cleaned 
many times throughout the day. 

Pleasing 

Any customer is able to see through to 
the kitchen and refrigeration area from the 
counter and get an idea for themselves 
of how spotless the shop is, and it is very 
pleasing on the eye for the customer to 
know that they are in very good hands. 

It is also reassuring to know that the 
family who run Stanley Road chip shop 
are in it for the long haul, so it is easy 
to see why the shop is rapidly getting 
rave after rave reviews. 

There are also plans in the 
future to expand but that is a 
year or so down the line, so 
why not treat yourself to the 
traditional Great 

British fish and chips and 
pop along to The Stanley 
Road chip shop , go on, give 
your taste buds a deserved 
treat - one you won’t forget. 

Meanwhile, here are a few reviews 
about how good they are: 

• Yummy fish and chips 

• Fantastic take away chip shop. 


Lovely chips and fish that are not too 
greasy 

• Yummy food. It is run by a fantastic 
couple who are friendly. 

• Definitely recommend the take away 


shop. Excellent fish and chips, had¬ 
dock particularly recommended 

• I think we all at times find that our 
favourite shops and places of busi¬ 
ness tend to go off and don’t consist¬ 
ently supply us with their usual best 
product. That’s what has happened in 
our case, we have regular places that 
we visit for our fish and chips, and 
yes in the past they have been very 
good, but recently we noticed that 
we were either being given smaller 
portions for our money or they were 
not up to the usual standard, stale 
etc. it was for this reason we started 
to look round for alternatives. We 
happened to be driving along Stanley 


Road towards the Hagley Road and 
noticed that the Chinese takeaway 
had closed down; on closer inspec¬ 
tion I saw this bright, clean new fish 
and chip shop had replaced it, on the 
off chance I decided to try it and was 
amazed at the quality and the size 
of the portions. After several visits 
I found the staff to be lovely people 
so friendly, I feel that when someone 
makes the effort to provide a good 
service they should be recognised 
for it. I would advise everyone to 
give this place a try, it so clean and 
friendly and excellent value for mon¬ 
ey. Thank you for excellent value for 
money. 



















































